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Abstract

The Shahnameh of Ebrahim Sultan is a precious manuscript of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, dating back to the
Timurid era and currently preserved in the Bodleian Library at the University of Oxford. Commissioned by
Ebrahim Sultan, son of Shahrukh Timuri, this illustrated manuscript was produced between 817 and 838
AH and consists of 468 folios (936 pages) with a collection of exquisite and unique miniatures. The
illustrations in this manuscript reflect a stylistic transition in Persian painting—from Chinese influences to
greater realism and the development of an indigenous Iranian approach to landscape depiction. The study

aims to analyze the visual language of botanical elements in five selected miniatures titled Ferdowsi and
the Poets of Ghazneh, The Reign of Zahhak, The Reign of Manuchehr, The Court of Ibrahim Sultan, and The
Queen and the Ladies. The central question explores the visual and symbolic functions of plant motifs and
their role in the compositional structure of each illustration .Using a descriptive-analytical method, and
based on library sources and direct visual analysis of the images, the research reveals that plant motifs in
this manuscript are not merely decorative; rather, they serve as meaningful elements that structure the
pictorial space and enhance the visual narrative.

Keywords: The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, Shiraz School of Painting, Ibrahim Sultan's Shahnameh, Visual
Language of Plants
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