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Abstract

A review of the educational and research landscape of art within the country’s higher education system re-
veals several obstacles and challenges that have hindered the development of art across various dimensions.
Given the rich historical background of Iranian art and the considerable potential of this region to enhance
the educational and research standards of art in the contemporary era, it is essential to investigate the specific
barriers impeding the growth and advancement of art in higher education. It appears that deficiencies in the
management and supervisory frameworks of the Ministry of Science—particularly in formulating laws, direct-
ing, and monitoring the performance of art higher education institutions—have significantly contributed to this
decline. Among these issues are the failure to update laws and curricula at various educational levels, which are
not aligned with global developments and do not adequately address societal needs. Furthermore, the lack of
emphasis on original and valuable artistic works as paramount scholarly achievements within the evaluation
criteria for faculty members in art departments has resulted in these works being deprioritized. Consequently,
the performance of art faculty members is assessed using metrics more suited to non-art disciplines, thereby
undermining the professional activities of artists who play an increasingly vital role in advancing art within the
higher education system. Additionally, there is a notable weakness in supporting artists’ participation in pres-
tigious international scientific and artistic events, as well as a scarcity of reputable international art publications
that serve as critical platforms for promoting contemporary Iranian art on the global stage. These shortcomings
further exacerbate the challenges faced by the field.
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1. Introduction

Today, the foundation of a country’s development
is rooted in the production of knowledge, which in
turn fosters increased wealth, security, and peace
within society. In this context, the advancement of
Iran’s higher education system—one of the most vi-
tal institutions upon which every society relies for
progress and development—is of great significance
and requires attention and investment to achieve its
lofty goals. It is evident that the cultural heritage and
artistic values of any nation are primarily under-
stood, cherished, and transmitted to future genera-
tions by the educated and cultured members of that
society. Simultaneously, it is important to recognize
that aligning values with the contemporary needs
and requirements of society is one of the main tasks
and objectives of higher education. These require-
ments are accompanied by the potential available
within the country and are evolving in accordance
with advancements in knowledge and technology.
Among Iran’s most significant potentials—rooted in
a history as extensive as the culture of this land—
is “art” Unfortunately, art has been undervalued in
higher education. Currently, the Iranian university
system faces numerous shortcomings and ineffi-
ciencies in the management and supervisory frame-
work of the Ministry of Science, which have contrib-
uted to the weakness and stagnation of this field
compared to other disciplines. This research aims to
identify and introduce some of the obstacles to the
growth and development of art within the country’s
higher education system by examining the internal
organizational structure of the Ministry of Science
in relation to management, education, research, and
international affairs.

2. Research Review

The topic of art education has consistently been a
cultural concern and subject of discussion in the
country, with various studies published to assess
the status of education across different levels and
fields, identify challenges, and propose solutions to
improve and resolve issues. Among the most sig-
nificant sources is an article titled “Explanation of
the Identity Characteristics of Higher Art Education
with an Emphasis on Cultural Variables in Today’s
Iran” (Ayatollahi et al., 2012), which explores the
existential philosophy of contemporary educational
systems from an idealistic perspective and under-
scores the importance of incorporating national,
indigenous, ritual values, and cultural identity into
art education. The book “New Approaches and
Perspectives in Higher Education” (Yamanidouzi
Sorkhabi, 2009) also discusses the relationship

between the country’s higher education system and
its cultural, economic, and social conditions, offer-
ing suggestions for overcoming obstacles within
the structure and nature of Iranian higher educa-
tion. Another notable study, titled “Continuity or
Parallelism: Reflections on the University System of
Iran and the West” (Moghimi Zanjani, 2009), high-
lights the globalization of educational methods and
the emergence of new forms of scientific exchange
worldwide. Additionally, fundamental studies

such as “Higher Education Expansion Policies in
Recent Years: Capacity Development or Waste of
Resources?” (Qaroon, 2014) have addressed major
challenges in macro-planning for higher education;
however, none have specifically focused on issues
within art education. Some of the most relevant
sources for this study include data from official
Ministry of Science systems as well as domestic and
international scientific databases, which have been
cited throughout various sections of this research.

3. Research Methodology

This research is developmental in nature and em-
ploys a descriptive methodology, referencing doc-
uments, statistics, and information available from
official higher education systems. Accordingly, the
research community is based on the latest regula-
tions and structures approved by the Ministry of
Science, Research, and Technology of Iran, with the
aim of identifying some of the obstacles to the devel-
opment of art in higher education.

4. Research Findings

The paper has identified several obstacles to the de-
velopment of art within the organizational structure
of higher education, categorized into five general ar-
eas. In the first instance, one of the most significant
obstacles pertains to the development of laws and
regulations, particularly those governing the pro-
motion of faculty members. The absence of a com-
prehensive and nationwide guideline at the level
of universities and scientific centers in the country
to assess the quality of original and valuable works
of art is considered one of the primary barriers to
the advancement of art within the higher education
system. This shortcoming has led to subjective and
inequitable decisions in the evaluation of artistic
works, ultimately resulting in frustration and dissat-
isfaction among artists. Such discontent can cause
them to become disengaged and withdraw from ac-
tive participation in artistic pursuits, hindering the
growth of art. The second obstacle is found within
the Office for the Development of Higher Education,
which has contributed to an unequal distribution of

An Introduction to the Obstacles to the Development of Art in the ‘va
Country’s Higher Education System (With Emphasis on Visual Arts)
Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies of Visual Arts, 3(5), P 124-135




art disciplines and higher education centers across
the country. It is important to note that the perfor-
mance of the Office for Planning Higher Education
has not been updated; instead, it has maintained a
status quo that fails to address existing weaknesses.
Consequently, some art disciplines are compelled to
rely on curricula that have been in place for over 30
years, which are no longer relevant on a global scale
and do not meet the current needs of society.

5. Conclusion

This study identified several obstacles within the
policies of the Ministry of Science, Research, and
Technology of Iran that have negatively impacted
the growth and development of higher art educa-
tion. One significant issue is the Research Planning
Department, which unfortunately suffers from a
lack of reputable scientific publications and active
research centers in the field of art. Additionally, the
performance of the Center for International Scien-
tific Cooperation has diminished the participation
of Iranian artists in international visual arts events
and activities abroad. Given the rich cultural and
artistic history of this land, along with the capable
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hands and innovative minds of Iranian creative art-
ists, as well as the unique talents of art professors
and students within the country’s higher education
system, it is evident that if the Ministry of Science
provides support for the field of art and addresses
existing shortcomings, a significant advancement in
the development of culture and art in this region can
be achieved.
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total
Istanbul educated - 4 - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - 4.72%
Biennial
self- - - - - - - - - - 1 - 0.67%
taught
Venice educated - 7 - - - 27 - - - 4 - 25.67%
Biennial
self- - - - - - 4 - - - - - 2.7%
taught
Asian Con- educated 3 - - 2 - - 3 - - 3 - 7.43%
temporary
Art Trien-  self- - - - - - - - - - - - 0
nial taught
Florence educated - 4 - 3 - 4 - 11 - 6 - 18.91%
Biennial
self- - - - - - 1 - - - 1 - 1.35%
taught
Sharjah educated - 8 - 2 - 4 - 3 - - - 11.48%
Biennial
self- - - - - - - - - - - - 0
taught
Beijing In-  educated 7 - 11 - - 7 - 4 - 6 - 23.64%
ternational
Bi ial
TR . 1 - ] ; ! - - - ; - - 0.67%
taught
Berlin educated - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 2.7%
Biennial
self- - - - - - - - - - - - 0
taught
BP Portrait = educated 1 1 - 2 - 1 1 2 - - - 5.4%
Award
self- - - - - - - - - - - - 0
taught

(Farrokhfar & Parangi, 2023, p. 202)
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