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Abstract

Qaisarieh Bazaar is one of the most renowned bazaars in the world, dating back to the period of Shah Abbas I
when Isfahan was chosen as the capital of the Safavid dynasty. This bazaar, along with the Ali Qapu Palace, Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque, and Shah Mosque, forms a complex known as Nagsh-e Jahan Square. The architectural features
and functional significance of this bazaar have made it one of the enduring and remarkable works of the Safavid
period. In this work, the architectural arrays and functions of Qaisarieh Bazaar have been examined. The findings,
based on descriptive and analytical methods along with library and field investigations, confirm that the architec-
tural arrays of Qaisarieh Bazaar exhibit a variety of decorative techniques and a sense of continuity. These arrays
primarily include brickwork, plaster, tiles, wall paintings, muqgarnas, and other decorations, particularly evident at
the entrance of the bazaar and in the surrounding buildings. Moreover; in terms of design, landscape, and materials,
Qaisarieh Bazaar generally follows the architectural model of traditional Iranian bazaars but is more extensive in
its elements. Additionally, the design and architecture of this bazaar serve multiple functions, including facilitating
domestic and foreign trade, enhancing the economic and social connections between different classes and mer-
chants, ensuring the security of traders and their goods, and ultimately establishing Isfahan as the commercial
center of Iran during the Safavid period.
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Introduction

Throughout various historical periods, markets
have been regarded as crucial points of communi-
cation between different social classes and signifi-
cant sites for commercial and economic exchanges
in cities. The attention given to the architecture of
markets and their key role in economic prosperity
has established them as vital components of urban
architecture, making markets integral to urban de-
velopment. Among the important markets in Iran’s
history, the Qaisarieh Bazaar in Isfahan holds a
unique place. This market, which dates back to the
Safavid period, features an impressive collection
of architectural elements, spaces, and functions.
The architectural features, including mugarnas, tile
work, wall painting, brickwork, and other decora-
tions, represent the most significant aesthetic as-
pects of this building. During the Safavid period, the
importance of this complex was such that it, along
with the beautiful structures of Naghsh-e Jahan
Square, contributed to Isfahan’s identity during that
era. Furthermore, it symbolizes the economic and
commercial development and prosperity of Isfahan,
especially during the reign of Shah Abbas I. The pur-
pose of this article is to address the main question:
What were the characteristics of the architectural
features and functions of the Qaisarieh Bazaar dur-
ing Shah Abbas I's Safavid period? The hypothesis of
this research is that it was designed and built with
various elements, such as muqarnas work, tile work,
wall painting, brickwork, and other decorations. In
addition to its comprehensiveness, this collection
was interconnected and complementary to other
elements of Nagsh-e Jahan Square, playing a signif-
icant role in the urban life of Isfahan during the Sa-
favid period.

Research Review

Although various studies have been conducted on
the markets of Isfahan and their elements, few fo-
cused investigations have specifically addressed
the architecture, arrays, and functions of Isfahan’s
Grand Bazaar or Qaisarieh Bazaar during the Safa-
vid period. For example, Shafaqi, in his article titled
“Elements of the Isfahan Market and Its Endow-
ments” (1381), provides a general overview of the
market elements, particularly the various markets
in Isfahan, while emphasizing the role of endow-
ments in sustaining these elements over time. In
another article, “The Role of the Market in the Spa-
tial Structure of Islamic Cities” (1378), he explores
the factors affecting market structure in Islamic cit-
ies. Saraei, in the article “Developments of Iranian
and Islamic Markets: A Case Study of Yazd Market”

(2009), discusses the developments in [ranian mar-
kets, focusing on the emergence and evolution of the
Yazd market’s physical structure and its influencing
factors. Alizadeh Moghadam et al, in their article
“Investigation of the Economic and Commercial Sit-
uation of Isfahan in the Seljuk Period” (2016), ex-
amine the market’s role in the economic prosperity
of Isfahan and briefly mention how the old market
formed around the Jame Mosque during that time.
In this context, the primary distinction and innova-
tion of the present research lies in the analysis and
investigation of the architectural arrays and func-
tions of the Qaisarieh Bazaar as the economic and
commercial center of Isfahan during the reign of
Shah Abbas I, with a more focused approach to this
issue.

Research Methodology

This field study is conducted in a descriptive and
analytical manner. The information was collect-
ed using both library and field methods, as well as
modern research tools such as computers and data
collection techniques. In this article, we will first
provide an introduction to the bazaar and its history
in Isfahan prior to the Safavid period. We will then
discuss the design and architecture of the Qaisarieh
Bazaar, followed by an examination of its arrays,
decorations, and various functions.

Research Findings

The results of this research, conducted in a descrip-
tive and analytical manner through library and field
surveys, confirm that the architectural arrays of
Qaisarieh Bazaar feature various decorative tech-
niques and a sense of continuity. The decorative el-
ements of this structure include brickwork, plaster,
tiles, murals, muqarnas, and other decorations, par-
ticularly evident at the entrance of the bazaar and
its buildings. Among these arrays, the use of brick
both in the construction and in the decoration of
the exterior of Qaisarieh Bazar buildings has gained
superiority over other decorative arrays. Shah Ab-
bas I was the first to complete the market during his
lifetime. In terms of tiling, while mosaic tiles were
used to some extent, artists of this period particu-
larly focused on seven-color and single-color tiles
for greater efficiency. Regarding muqgarnas, simple
front muqarnas are predominantly found in most
buildings surrounding the market. Additionally, wall
paintings at the entrance of the Qaisarieh Bazaar de-
pict significant scenes, including Shah Abbas’s bat-
tles with the Uzbeks and his hunting expeditions,
alongside images of meetings with Europeans at
the main market of the capital. These paintings con-
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vey important messages. For example, Shah Tirat’s
efforts to create security and peace and the need
for communicating with other countries, especially
Europeans, while respecting their opinions, which
were among the most important views of Shah Ab-
bas I in the direction of the growth and prosperity
of trade and the material well-being of the people.
In terms of design, landscape, and materials, the Qa-
isarieh Bazaar generally adheres to the traditional
architectural pattern of Iranian markets but boasts
a broader array of elements. Furthermore, the de-
sign and architecture of this market served multi-
ple functions, including facilitating domestic and
foreign trade, enhancing economic and social con-
nections among different classes and merchants, en-
suring the security of traders and their goods, and
ultimately transforming Isfahan into the commer-
cial center of Iran during the Safavid period.

Conclusion

The construction of Qaisarieh Bazaar was part of
Shah Abbas I's remarkable plan for Nagsh-e Jahan
Square. Located on the north side of the square,
this building was designed in the linear style char-
acteristic of markets in Islamic countries, with its
structures and spaces reflecting the common ar-
chitectural style of the Safavid era—i.e, the Isfahan
style—featuring beautiful arrays and decorations.
Although many elements were incorporated into the
construction of this market, particularly decorative
features such as muqgarnas, tile work, wall paintings,
brickwork, plasterwork, wood art, and stone carv-
ing, it appears that, due to Shah Abbas’s urgency in
completing the market, the use of brick became pre-
dominant for both construction and decoration.
Additionally, the extensive decorations at Qaisarieh,
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along with the use of muqarnas, tiles, wall paintings,
and wooden and stone elements, enabled Safavid
architects to create a stunning tableau that show-
cased the magnificence and artistry of Iranians. At
the entrance of the Qaisarieh market, passersby—
whether common people or politicians en route to
the royal court in Ali Qapu—were treated to this
visual spectacle.

Furthermore, the comprehensive design and multi-
faceted functions of the Qaisarieh Bazaar in terms
of commerce, security, culture, and welfare not
only met the needs of the Safavid capital but also
facilitated communication among different social
classes. This, in turn, served as a significant factor
in attracting foreign merchants and investors, accel-
erating both domestic and international trade, and
ultimately establishing Isfahan as the heart of [ran’s
commerce.
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