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Abstract

The Sabean Mandaeans are an ethnic minority living in the southern and southwestern regions of Iran that
are as old as the glorious civilizations of Mesopotamia and southwestern Iran. These people, who consider
themselves Iranians, have a special religion which has the similarities of the great Iranian religions, includ-
ing Zoroastrianism and Islam, both of which are known for their flexibility. But for various reasons, they
have a hidden and unknown culture and religion. This research, following the pattern of transmission and
association of cultural values and religious beliefs in the language and artistic expression of a nation, refers
to the design and role of “Sobbi enamel” and by reading it, it tries to introduce this unique art-industry and
opens a window to understand the culture and beliefs of this minority.

The findings of this study showed that the traditional patterns of design and role in “Mandaean enamel”
or “Sobbi gold” can be divided into two groups of ethnic patterns and non-ethnic patterns. Non-ethnic
patterns and free patterns in this art can be attributed to the spirit of tolerance of the believers of this re-
ligion, despite the strong prejudice and commitment that people attributed to religious rituals and beliefs
(There are several reasons for this behavior that the text of the article pays special attention to show.). The
results showed that the main belief of the Mandaeans is based on monotheism and worship of the one God.
A penchant for symbols is reminiscent of the evolution of Mesopotamian civilizations, which is a construc-
tion of ethnic memory, an interest in naturalistic narrative as well as a desire for symbolic language and
expression.
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1. Introduction

The Sabean Mandaeans are an ethnic minority liv-
ing in the southern and southwestern regions of
Iran that are as old as the glorious civilizations of
Mesopotamia and southwestern Iran. These people,
who consider themselves Iranians, have a special
religion which bears similarities to the great Irani-
an religions, including Zoroastrianism and Islam,
which are known for their flexibility. But for various
reasons, they have a hidden and unknown culture
and religion.

2. Research Review

Mandaean Sabeans are a part of Iranian society.
Inevitably, its art and culture, despite its special
characteristics and influenced by Sabi’s mysticism
and religion, is a part of the multifaceted culture
and forty-piece quilt of Iranian identity and civili-
zation, which needs to be known. According to the
scope and history of this geography, studies have
been very limited until now. Perhaps the oldest
book in Persian language about the Mandaeans is
the book The Forgotten Nation by Mr. Salim Baranji,
which was published in 1989. Some other impor-
tant sources have been written in the same format
that their titles are as follows:The book Forgotten
People written by Salim Baranji (1998), Research
on the Mandaean Religion of the Sabeins Based on
the Mandaean Texts written by Masoud Faruzandeh
(1999), the book The Sabein Clan History Is Always
Alive written by Soha Khamisi(2012), the book
Sabein Mandaei in Iran written by Adel Shir Ali and
Hasan Bastani Rad (2012) published by Center of
the Cultural Research in Tehran, the book Mandaean
Sabeins of Iran: Research on the Sabeine Mandae-
an Religion and Its Similarities with Other Religions
written by Behnam Eskandari (2014}, the book Do
You Know Sabien Mandai? Written by Soha Khamisi
(2013), The article “Comparison of Techniques, Pat-
terns and Chemical Compositions of Isfahan Paint-
ing Enamel and Sabein Enamel of Ahvaz” written by
Yekta Asgharzadeh, in The 6th International Confer-
ence on Economic Engineering, Management and
Science in Tehran (2014), the book of Minai Sabein
Mandaei written by Kobra Keshavarz and Elham Nik
Nafas (2009) published in Tehran: Iranian Heritage
Research Educational Institute - Applied Scientific
Center of Handicrafts of Tehran Province, the arti-
cle of “Looking at Ahvaz Enamel” written by Fariba
Bagheri (2015) published in Roshd Art Education
Magazine, No. 8, the paper of “Ornament Made by
History” written by Mehran Hoshyar and Sara Za-
hedifar (2008) published in the journal of Ayine
Khiayal, No 1, the article of “Minakari Sabe’in” writ-

”»

V£ 0)lianej g b/ ¥ o)loi o) 3,90
Vol.1/ No.2/ Autumn & Winter 2022-2023

ten by Maryam Mithaghi and Farnaz Muradmand
(2013) published in the journal of Kitab Mah Honar,
and finally, the Iranica Encyclopedia Site, which pro-
vides valuable information in this regard.

3. Research Methodology

This research has a descriptive-analytical method
and sources and data were collected based on field
and library methods. First, by photographing the
typical examples of Sobbi enamelling, we separat-
ed the specific designs and roles of this culture and
by reading signs, we tried to match them with the
explanations that exist about religion and religious
ideas of Sobbi mysticism. Semiotics and the match-
ing of important signs in the text of Sobbi enamels
designs and patterns showed us that most of the
designs and patterns are compatible with their re-
ligious beliefs and tendencies.

4. Conclusion

The traditional patterns of design and motifs of
“Sobbi enamel” or “Mandaens gold” can be divided
into two groups of ethnic and non-ethnic patterns.
Non-ethnic and free patterns go back to the spir-
it of tolerance of the believers of this religion, de-
spite their religious prejudice. The main belief of
the Mandaeans is based on monotheism. Devotion
to the symbols reminding the path of evolution of
civilizations between the rivers, which is a structure
in the ethnic memory; interest in naturalistic narra-
tion while having a desire for symbolic language and
expression; seasoning of nostalgic attitudes to the
history of the nation and references to the symbols
of ancient Iran and the display of religious symbols
are among the most important meanings derived
from the signs of design and role of Sobbi enamels.
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Studying Sobi enamel design and motifs; A window to a better under-
standing of the religious thoughts of the Mandaean Sabeans of Khuzestan ‘ % Y
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