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Introduction

The concept of the heart constitutes one of the most fundamental anthropological notions in the
religious texts of the Abrahamic traditions. In both the Holy Qur’an and the wisdom literature of
the Torah, the heart is presented not as a mere physical organ but as the central locus of
cognition, intellect, emotion, will, and moral decision-making. This article adopts a comparative
perspective to examine the meaning, status, and functions of the heart in the Qur’an and the
wisdom texts of the Torah, aiming to clarify how this concept serves as the core of human
epistemic and ethical life in both traditions. The main research question concerns the
anthropological and theological similarities and differences in the understanding of the heart and
their implications for human wisdom and moral responsibility.
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Research background

The concept of the heart in the Holy Qur’an and the wisdom literature of the Torah constitutes a
central notion encompassing a wide range of epistemological, ethical, and existential meanings.
In both traditions, the heart is not merely the seat of emotions but is understood as the core of
cognition, intellect, will, and moral orientation. Nevertheless, the way these meanings are
structured and function within the religious anthropology of the Qur’an and the Torah differs in
significant ways.

In the Qur’anic worldview, the heart is closely associated with faith, divine guidance, piety, and
moral responsibility. It is the locus of genuine understanding and receptivity to guidance, while
concepts such as the hardness, disease, or sealing of the heart indicate a disruption in human
spiritual perception. Moreover, through concepts such as lubb and ulii al-albab, the Qur’an
articulates a higher level of heart-based rationality that enables the comprehension of divine
signs and commitment to moral truth. Consequently, the heart plays a decisive role in
determining human felicity or perdition.

In the wisdom literature of the Torah—particularly in Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Psalms—the
heart is portrayed as the center of human life, integrating thought, emotion, memory, intention,
and wisdom. It functions as the source of moral judgment and the inner arena of the human
relationship with God. The close connection between the heart, speech, and action in these texts
reflects the belief that the inner condition of the heart directly shapes outward behavior and
ethical conduct.

Accordingly, the central concern of this study is to examine how the heart is conceptualized as
the core of human cognition and morality in the Qur’anic and Torah traditions, and to identify
the points of convergence and divergence in their epistemological and theological frameworks.
By focusing on primary texts and conceptual analysis, this article argues that while both
traditions regard the heart as the foundation of knowledge and ethics, the Qur’an assigns to it a
deeper, guidance-oriented, and responsibility-centered role rooted in faith and divine law.

Research method

This research employs a descriptive—analytical and comparative methodology based on close
textual analysis of religious sources. Qur’anic verses related to the heart, intellect, and purified
understanding (qalb, lubb, uli al-albab) are examined through authoritative Shi‘i exegeses. In
parallel, wisdom texts of the Torah—particularly Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Psalms—are
analyzed using Hebrew lexical studies and classical interpretations. The findings are then
compared to identify convergences and divergences in the epistemological, ethical, and
theological dimensions of the heart in both traditions.
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Result
The results of this study indicate that:
1. In the Holy Qur’an, the heart functions as the center of cognition, faith, and divine guidance,

and human misguidance is attributed to the corruption or hardness of the heart rather than to a
lack of intellect.

2. The Qur’anic heart is inseparably linked to moral responsibility, piety, and accountability
before God, playing a decisive role in human salvation or perdition.

3. In the wisdom literature of the Torah, the heart represents the core of thought, emotion, will,
and wisdom, and serves as the foundation of moral discernment and human conduct.

4. Both traditions regard the heart as the arena of divine testing and the struggle between good
and evil; however, the Qur’an places greater emphasis on guidance, faith, and divine law in
defining the heart’s role.

5. The comparative analysis demonstrates that while the heart constitutes a shared
anthropological foundation for knowledge and ethics in the Abrahamic traditions, the Qur’an
elevates this concept toward a more explicit framework of spiritual guidance and moral
obligation.

Keywords

Heart, Holy Qur’an, Torah, Religious Anthropology, Wisdom Literature, Moral Responsibility,
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