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Introduction

This study engages with a pivotal scholarly debate regarding the interpretation of the Qur’anic
verses on women’s Islamic dress code (33:59 and 24:31). It critically examines the
hermeneutical tension between two opposing positions: one affirming the transhistorical and
universal nature of the injunctions, and another advocating their “historicity,” which regards the
verses as intrinsically tied to their original socio-historical context and thus not binding in
contemporary times.
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Research background

The existing body of research on the Qur'anic verses concerning women's dress code (Q 33:59 &
24:31) is extensive and can be broadly categorized into two main strands:

The first and dominant strand consists of traditional jurisprudential (figh) and theological-
hermeneutic studies. These works primarily debate the legal ruling (hukm), scope, and details of
the hijab obligation by examining textual evidence, interpretive traditions (tafsir), and juristic
principles. Scholars within this tradition generally argue for the ruling's continuity and
universality.

The second, more contemporary strand engages in historical-contextual and social hermeneutics.
Influenced by modern humanities, thinkers such as Mojtahed Shabestari, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd,
and Mohsen Kadivar have advocated for the "'temporality and contextual dependence™ of
these verses. They argue that the injunctions were specific responses to the social conditions of
early 7th-century Medina—such as distinguishing free women from slaves or ensuring their
security—and thus their literal obligation is not eternally binding.

However, a significant methodological gap persists: no prior study has applied Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), specifically Norman Fairclough's three-dimensional model, to perform a
systematic, multi-layered examination of these verses' linguistic structure, discursive context,
and ideological function concerning the question of their temporal and context-bound nature.
This research fills that gap by pioneering the use of Fairclough's CDA framework to analyze this
specific theological-hermeneutic debate.

Research method

Using Fairclough’s CDA framework within a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study
conducts a multi-layered examination at three levels: (1) description, analyzing linguistic and
syntactic features, lexical choices, and grammatical structures; (2) interpretation, exploring
co-textual relations, intra-textual context, situational background, and intertextuality; and
(3) explanation, investigating the ideological underpinnings and discursive functions within
broader monotheistic and social frameworks.

Result
The application of Fairclough's three-dimensional Critical Discourse Analysis yields the
following integrated results:
1. At the descriptive (textual) level, linguistic evidence strongly supports a transhistorical
reading. This is evidenced by:
o The use of imperative verbal forms (/) and present tense verbs, which
convey continuous obligation.
o Inclusive and general address through terms like "(uiesall L and "liagall ™
which, according to Arabic linguistic rules, indicate universality across time and
place.
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o Strategic lexical selections (e.g., "<_~=" meaning to firmly cast) that emphasize
the seriousness and permanence of the directive.

2. At the interpretive (discursive practice) level, analysis reveals that the core principles are
adaptable rather than historically confined:

o The stated objective "z N G = o) o) I3 (so that they may be known and
not harassed) establishes a permanent social function—identifying women of faith
and ensuring their respected status—that is applicable beyond the immediate
context of distinguishing free women from slaves.

o Key terms like "<u )" (adornment) possess a broad semantic field in the Qur'an,
allowing the ruling to engage with variable cultural concepts of adornment across
different eras without being restricted to 7th-century Arabian norms.

3. At the explanatory (social practice) level, the verses are situated within a comprehensive,
enduring Islamic discourse:

o They function as part of a broader discursive formation centered on piety (),
moral distinction, and the construction of a God-conscious social identity,
positioned in contrast to materialistic worldviews.

o The discourse serves to redefine women's social identity based on faith and
dignity, transcending pre-Islamic tribal or class-based identities. While the ruling
can acquire symbolic political dimensions in a Muslim society, its primary
foundation within the text remains a divine commandment integral to this holistic
ethical and theological system.
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