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Introduction

Semiotics, through the deep analysis of signs, opens a new window toward understanding the
hidden concepts within a text. Codes, also referred to as sign systems, are a subset of semiotics
that focuses on the study of organized sets of signs. Among the prominent semioticians globally
is Roland Barthes, the esteemed French philosopher, literary critic, and semiotician. Barthes
introduced one of his most important theories: the "Five Codes™ (or cing codes), which include
the Hermeneutic (or Enigmatic) Code, the Proairetic (or Action) Code, the Semic Code (the code
of meaning), the Symbolic Code, and the Cultural Code. These codes are the key concepts on
which the current study is focused, and their distinct manifestation is observable within the text
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of the Quran. The core question is: given the numerous interpretations of the Quran, what results
can be obtained by examining the reflection of these codes in the Quran's language, which is
considered a superhuman language? In other words, the present research seeks to answer the
following questions:

1. What meanings do the Hermeneutic and Proairetic Codes convey to the reader in the text
of Surah Al-Adiyat?

2. What signified meanings, contrasts, and oppositions concerning moral and social
teachings are revealed through the application of the Semic and Symbolic Codes in Surah
Al-Adiyat?

Using a semiotic approach and a descriptive-analytical method, the research hypotheses are
evaluated as follows: 1. That applying Roland Barthes’ Hermeneutic Code to Surah Al-Adiyat
can lead to an investigation of some of its apparent meanings, and that the Proairetic Code can be
used to examine the roles of the agents and actions within the Surah. 2. That the reflection of the
Semic Code can contribute to the discovery of the Surah's implicit and hidden meanings, and
that its Symbolic Code elements culminate in an analysis of the symbols and metaphors in the
text. To evaluate these hypotheses, this study analyzes each of the codes within the Surah's text,
then uses these textual evidences to introduce and elucidate the meanings induced within the
Surah. The text of Surah Al-Adiyat constitutes the corpus for this research. The objective of this
study, through a semiotic lens, is to investigate the codal and semiotic components of the
Quran—and Surah Al-Adiyat specifically—in order to introduce its coding aspect and reveal the
underlying ideology latent in the text. This task, by foregrounding the topic of significance
(Dallalah), aims to re-identify the hidden voices within the text through the analysis of its sign
system, thereby transcending the structuralist perspective and placing the competence of writing
at the center of attention. This discourse, accompanied by a semiotic and aesthetic reading of the
work, seeks a novel achievement in the reading of religious texts.

Research background

Among the most important research studies conducted on the subject of Surah Al-Adiyat are the
following:

e Hossein Khakpour and Elham Abbasi (2017), in a study titled “An Analytical Review of
Alusi’s Critique of the Narration of Imam Ali (AS) on the Occasion of the Revelation of
Surah Al-Adiyat,” examine two accounts regarding the Sabab al-Nuzul (occasion of
revelation) of this Surah: one from Imam Ali (AS), referring to the obligation of Hajj
(pilgrimage), and another from Ibn Abbas, referring to the obligation of Jihad (holy war).
The findings suggest that although Imam Ali’s (AS) view is superior to that of Ibn Abbas
for several reasons, the themes of the Surah are broad enough to accommodate both
interpretations, allowing for a synthesis between them.

e Tahereh Sadat Tabatabace Amin et al. (2017), in their research titled “A Comparative
Study of the Extent of Surah Al-Adiyat’s Connection to Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) in the
Sources of Both Sects,” analyze the viewpoints of both Sunni and Shia commentators.
One key finding relates to the semantic field of the word “Adiyat” (the rushing steeds),
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for which commentators have proposed four possibilities: pilgrims’ camels, horses in
general, warhorses, and horses in a specific act of Jihad.

e Mahmoud Makvand (2021), in an article titled “Discourse Analysis and its Function in
Understanding the History and Context of the Revelation of a Surah: A Case Study of
Surah Al-Adiyat,” offers a critique of the Surah’s discursive context. According to the
study's conclusions, the initial oaths of the Surah, sworn by the horses themselves, relate
to them as familiar phenomena in the daily, uncivilized life of the Arabs during the period
of revelation, possessing crucial emotional and affective dimensions within their culture
and language.

It is evident from the aforementioned studies that while various analyses have been performed on
Surah Al-Adiyat, given the Surah’s unique linguistic features, no researcher has yet undertaken a
semiotic reading of its code system, specifically an analysis of the Surah’s codification based on
Roland Barthes’ five codes and their subsequent recreation. Therefore, this research represents a
novel contribution to this field.

Research method

This research provides a descriptive-analytical study of Surah Al-'Adiyat using Roland Barthes'
Five Narrative Codes-the Hermeneutic, Proairetic, Semic, Symbolic, and Cultural codes-to
conduct a deeper analysis of its underlying concepts and implied meanings.

Result

-The analysis conducted on the text of Surah Al-Adiyat reveals that the Surah possesses the
capacity to employ the five codes of Roland Barthes’ theory for the purpose of meaning-making
and signification. These codes articulate the multifaceted and plural aspects of the text through a
set of interconnected semantic systems.

-The interplay between these codes generates a multi-dimensional and dynamic meaning that can
accommodate diverse interpretations, contingent upon the cultural background and personal
experience of each reader.

-The dominant discourse governing Surah Al-Adiyat is characterized by an epic, motivational,
and eschatological tone. Through its impactful language, the Surah instills in its audience the
necessity of constant remembrance of God, accountability for their actions, and continuous
endeavor toward the Hereafter.

-Utilizing these Barthesian codes, Surah Al-Adiyat puts forth key concepts such as the power
and majesty of God, human responsibility, and the importance of Jihad (struggle) and the
Afterlife. It aids the reader in achieving a distinctive comprehension of their place in the universe
and their relationship with the Divine.

-By establishing a dynamic narrative structure and employing symbols and cultural concepts, this
Surah actively engages its audience with the text, encouraging them to apply its messages to their
lives. Furthermore, the Surah contributes to the strengthening of the collective identity of
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Muslims, fostering a sense of belonging to a larger community, and promoting crucial value
systems such as courage, justice, faith, and piety within society.
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Semiotics, Ramezgan, Roland Barthes, Holy Quran, Surah Adiyat.
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