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Introduction

The story of Prophet Yunus (AS) is mentioned in several Surahs of the Quran, and a Surah is dedicated to
his name. Also, Surahs of the Prophets, Saffat, and Al-Qalam, each refer to a part of his story, depending
on the circumstances. Contrary to popular belief, the latter Surahs, and especially Saffat, deal more with
his story than Surah Yunus (AS). In the Old Testament, there is also mention of Yunus, and a short four-
chapter book called the Book of Yunus is dedicated to it. Among the verses of Surah Al-Qalam that refer
to the story of Yunus (AS), in verse 48 of this Surah, the meaning of a word is disputed. In this verse,
God says: “So be patient in the judgment of your Lord, and do not be like the companion of the fish
[Yunus] when it cried out in distress [?].” In this verse, God calls upon the Holy Prophet of Islam (PBUH)
to be patient and asks him not to be like the companion of the fish (Yunus) who called out to God while
he was in distress. “Makzum” is a word that has a difference of opinion regarding its meaning.
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Commentators have mentioned several meanings for this word, and translators have followed them.
Several narrations have also been narrated regarding the meaning of this word, which carries different
meanings. Some have said that Yunus (AS) called out to God in a state of grief and sorrow. Some believe
that Yunus (AS) called out to God in a state of anger. Some have considered Yunus's state to be confined
and powerless, and other statements that will be presented during the research. The present research seeks
to answer these questions: What is the view of word scholars on the meaning of "makzum™? And can we
adopt a common value from their opinions? On what basis did each group of commentators and
translators choose their desired meaning? Was it the word, narrations, or the context and attention to other
verses? Which group of narrations are preferable in this matter? Do the teachings of the Old Testament
help in understanding the more accurate meaning of this word? The above questions and their answers
indicate the importance of this research. The research method is a library research with a comparative
historical approach; First, the semantics of the word in lexical sources, then the historical course of the
meaning of the word in interpretations, and subsequently the Persian and English translations are
presented, and finally a comparative study of the subject in the Quran and the Old Testament is addressed.
The difference in the meaning of "makzum" in interpretations and translations is such that they cannot be
summed up; therefore, the author assumes that one of the meanings is more accurate, and that is the
meaning of the confined. Regarding the background of the subject, an article titled "Recognizing the
Concept of "Kazm" in the Context of the Verses of the Holy Quran™ by Abolfazl Khoshmanesh and his
colleagues was published in the Journal of Linguistic Research on the Quran in April 2010. In this article,
the authors have studied the semantics of the article "Kazm" and its derivatives in the Quran based on six
contexts. A short section of the article is dedicated to "makzum”. The main difference between the
present study and the aforementioned article is that the entire study focuses on the word "makzum™ and,
in addition to presenting the opinions of philologists, narrations, commentators' views, and Persian and
Latin translations, their analysis is also addressed. Another significant difference of this study is the use of
the teachings of the Old Testament.

Research background

The word "makzum" is a derivative of the noun "kazm". Farahidi considers "kazm" to be the
place where the breath leaves the body, and when it is said, "kazum al-rajl al-ghayzah" means
that the man swallowed his anger. He then gives two meanings for "makzum®; one is sad and the
other is someone who has been swallowed by a fish (Farahidi, 1409 AH, vol. 5, p. 345). There
are several points worth noting in Farahidi's words; one is that he combines the singular form of
the noun "kazm™ with the word "ghayz" to obtain the meaning of swallowing anger. The other is
that in his opinion, "makzum" does not mean angry or swallowing anger. Of the two meanings
he gave for Makzum, the meaning of “the one whose fish swallowed him” refers to the verse “ 3
a»aia s8” which refers to Prophet Yunus (AS) and shows that he considered this meaning to be
correct for the verse.

Like Farahidi, Ibn Duraid also mentioned the phrase “s ¢ ) 3X” meaning the man lowered his
anger, in explaining the article “»X”. (Ibn Duraid, 1978, Vol. 2, p. 763). He took the verse “... 3
Sall (aeXl | as evidence for his intended meaning (ibid.). Ibn Duraid did not mention “a sais”.
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Ibn Faris believes that the article “kadham” has a principle that means to withhold and
accumulate something, and one of its examples is to suppress anger, as if accumulating anger
within oneself (Ibn Faris, 1404 AH, Vol. 5, p. 184). In Ibn Faris’s view, the main and basic
meaning of this article is restraint, and this is evident in his examples, including: “al-kadhum”
means silence and also the camel’s refusal to chew, “ahadh biksma” means he held his breath

(ibid.).

In Raghib’s view, the article “kadham” means “to confine and hold.” He interpreted ‘“kadham so-
and-so” as “he confined his breath” and “ahadh biksma and al-kadhum” as holding the breath.
(Ref: Raghib, 1412 AH, p. 712).

Like Farahid and Ibn Duraid, Sahib Lisan al-Arab also brought the phrase “s3¢ Ja_ ! 238 and
“a3X 4% X3 42557 and interpreted it as “a X 4% X5 42 X" (Ibn Manzoor, 1414 AH, vol. 12, p. 519).

Mustafawi, a contemporary lexicographer, considered the original meaning of the article “» % to
be keeping something inside and hidden, and protecting it from appearing, such as: sadness,
anger and pain (Mustafawi, 1368 AH, vol. 10, p. 69). He has translated the derivatives of this
material in the verses as follows: “...and those who restrain anger...” (Aal-Imran: 134) intense
anger hidden in the heart, “...and he is oppressive” (Yusuf: 84) hidden sadness, “...and those who
restrain the throats, that which is for the wrongdoers...” (Ghafir: 18) hidden anxiety, and “...and
his face was blackened and he was oppressive” (Nahl: 58) hidden suffering (same). In all the
examples that Mustafawi has mentioned, the semantic principle of “holding it within” is central,
and except for one case, he has interpreted the others according to the context. One such case is
the verse “...Kadham al-Ghayz...”, which has interpreted Kadham alongside Ghayz as meaning
to suppress anger. In Mustafavi’s words, the meaning of “makzum” is noteworthy. He
considered “makzum” to mean someone who is confined so that he does not appear. The
evidence for this meaning is the verse “And he is confined” (Mustafavi, 1368, Vol. 10, p. 70).

The views of the terminologists were expressed based on historical order. The common meaning
of the word “kadham” for most terminologists is confinement and retention, and whenever this
word refers to anger and sadness, the meaning is confinement and retention of both. Therefore,
the word “makzum” alone does not imply sadness or suppressing anger, and it was observed that
some either did not refer to it or, like Farahidi, mentioned two different meanings for it, the
meaning of which is “a person swallowed by a fish” refers to the meaning of confinement and
retention.

Research method

This research was conducted using library resources with the aim of achieving a more accurate
meaning of this word in the aforementioned verse using the comparative historical study method
along with data analysis. Lexicographers have recorded several meanings for this word. Also,
different meanings for the meaning of "makzum™ have been quoted in the narrations. In the Old
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Testament, an independent book is also dedicated to the subject of Yunus (AS). In addition to
examining the sources of the word, commentaries, and Persian and English translations, the
present research also conducted a comparative study of this subject in the Quran and the Old
Testament.

Result

Commentators and translators differ in the meaning and translation of “makthum” in the verse
“So be patient for the judgment of your Lord, and be not like the companion of the
whale when he calls while he is confined.” Angry, sad, and confined are among the
meanings mentioned for it. The main article of this word is “kadham” which means
confinement and retention. The common meaning of the article “kadham” according to
most lexicographers is confinement and retention, and whenever this article refers to
anger and sadness, the intention is confinement and retention of both. Commentators
have divided the meaning of “makthum” into three groups; the first group has
interpreted “wa hu makthum” as “while he was confined.” The second group, "and he
was filled with anger,” means "and he was trapped in the belly of a fish," and the third
group, "Makzoom,"” means "confined in the belly of a fish" or "confined from
controlling matters." The evidence for the first and second groups is the narrations
narrated from the Companions and followers, which have two problems: one is a
conflict and the other is a lack of connection to the Infallible (A.S.); hence, there is a
possibility of ijtihad on the part of the Companions and followers in them. The basis of
the third group is the lexical sources that refer to the original and basic meaning of the
word "Kadzm." Combining these three meanings is difficult. Translators have also
followed the commentators and followed their path. Evidence from the Old Testament
reinforces the third meaning. The second chapter of the Book of Yunus includes ten
verses that refer to Yunus being trapped, including: surrounding, covering, wrapping
around my head, and covering, all of which refer to a situation where a person has no
power to control. This is the same meaning that some commentators had given for
"Makzoom." Therefore, considering the original meaning of "makzum" mentioned in
the lexical sources and the evidence available in the Old Testament regarding the
subject of Prophet Yunus (AS), the meaning of the verse "So be patient in [obeying]
the command of your Lord, and do not be like the companion of the fish [Yunus],
when it called out while it was imprisoned” (Qalam: 48) is as follows: (So be patient in
[obeying] the command of your Lord, and do not be like the companion of the fish
[Yunus], when it called out while it was imprisoned).

Keywords

Yunus (AS), cursed, sad, angry, imprisoned, Holy Quran, Old Testament.
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