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Abstract

Higher education policies play a fundamental role in developing entrepreneurship and
employment. The design and implementation of effective policies in this domain can
transform universities into centers for innovation, skill-building, and economic
development. The creation of entrepreneurial universities and innovative research
centers not only advances scientific foundations but can also utilize geopolitical
competitive advantages to strengthen the nation's economic standing. Geographical
location, economic resources, and cultural capacities are key factors that can support
sustainable development and enhance employment within the framework of higher
education policies. This research, with a descriptive-analytical approach, investigates
the impact of higher education policies on entrepreneurship and employment
development while addressing the role of geopolitical competitive advantages in this
process. The findings indicate that effective policies in higher education can foster
economic growth and reduce unemployment by formulating supportive programs,
enhancing university-industry interactions, and supporting knowledge-based startups.
Furthermore, strengthening international connections and building scientific and
technological networks can increase the role of universities in developing a
knowledge-based economy and regiona interactions. Therefore, revisiting and
optimizing higher education policies to leverage geopolitical capacities will play a
crucial role in enhancing the country's economic and socia sectors.

« Assistant Professor, Department of Management, Turan Non-Governmental Higher Education Institute,
Damghan, Semnan, Iran, Dr.Geopolitic@gmail.com
Date received: 13/03/2025, Date of acceptance: 17/03/2025



Abstract 278

Keywords: Higher Education, Public Participation, Entrepreneurship, Employment,
Geopoalitics, Competitive Advantage.

Introduction

Higher education plays a pivotal role in shaping labor markets, strengthening
innovation, and improving economic productivity. Government policies in higher
education, by formulating supportive strategies and building scientific infrastructure,
can pave the way for entrepreneurship and employment development. Universities
and research centers, by providing specialized education and fostering innovation,
not only contribute to human resource development but also act as significant
players in the knowledge-based economy. These institutions have the potential to
enhance a country’s geopolitical competitive advantages, such as geographical
location, access to international markets, and natural resources. These advantages,
when effectively incorporated into higher education policies, can support sustainable
development, entrepreneurship, and employment creation. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical approach, explores the impact of higher education policies on
entrepreneurship and employment, focusing on how these policies, when aligned
with a country’s geopolitical competitive advantages, can contribute to economic
growth and innovation.

Materials and M ethods

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing both qualitative and
quantitative data sources. Data were gathered from academic publications, government
reports, and case studies from countries with successful higher education policies that
contributed to the development of entrepreneurship and employment. The research
methodology includes a comprehensive review of relevant literature, interviews with
policymakers, and an anaysis of nationa policies related to higher education and
entrepreneurship development. The primary objective is to assess the relationship
between higher education policies and their impact on entrepreneurship and
employment, considering the geopolitical competitive advantages of the countries
studied. Case studies from countries such as the United States, Germany, Austraia,
and Singapore were selected to draw insights into best practices in integrating higher
education with innovation and entrepreneurship.
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Discussion & Result

The findings revea that higher education policies can significantly influence the
development of entrepreneurship and employment by fostering innovation,
providing skilled labor, and encouraging collaboration between universities,
industries, and government agencies. In countries like the United States, the close
cooperation between universities and various industries has been key to the growth
of startups and innovative businesses. Universities such as Stanford and MIT have
led the way by creating ecosystems that support entrepreneurship through research
funding, collaboration with industries, and startup accelerators (Brown, 2002). In
Germany, the dua vocational education system, which integrates theoretical
education with practical industry experience, has significantly contributed to the
development of a skilled workforce and entrepreneurship (Euler, 2013). Moreover,
geopolitical competitive advantages, such as strategic geographical locations, access
to natural resources, and cultural capacities, provide countries with the leverage to
enhance their higher education policies and foster entrepreneurship. For example,
Australid’ s educational policies are designed to utilize its geopolitical advantages,
offering entrepreneurial opportunities for international students and promoting
collaboration between universities and industries (Ondigi, 2011). Similarly,
Singapore and China have integrated their educational systems with industries to
promote innovation, entrepreneurship, and technological advancements that leverage
their competitive advantages. These experiences highlight the importance of
aligning higher education policies with the specific needs of the labor market and
the geopolitical advantages of the country. Countries that have successfully
integrated these policies have created supportive environments for entrepreneurship
and employment by fostering university-industry collaboration, supporting
knowledge-based startups, and utilizing their unique geopolitical advantages.

Conclusion

In conclusion, higher education policies are crucial for the development of
entrepreneurship and employment, especially when they are aligned with a country’s
geopolitical competitive advantages. Universities play a vital role in producing
skilled labor, fostering innovation, and supporting the creation of new businesses.
Governments can enhance these efforts by developing policies that support
university-industry  partnerships, provide funding for startups, and foster
international collaborations. Furthermore, leveraging a country’s geopolitical
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competitive advantages can help create a conducive environment for the growth of
entrepreneurship and innovation. It is essential for policymakers to continue to
optimize higher education policies, focusing on the integration of education,
industry, and innovation, to foster long-term economic growth, reduce
unemployment, and enhance global competitiveness.
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