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Abstract

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the formal and
substantive aspects of lease agreements concluded by Mohammad Ebrahim Malek
al-Tojjar Isfahani with foreign companies in the early twentieth century. The
analysis of data extracted from these lease documents clucidates the nature of
the contracts.

The findings reveal that the lease agreements concluded between Malek al-Tojjar
and companies such as Nobel, Hoods, and Ziegler encompassed assets with diverse
commercial applications, with rental amounts and terms reflecting the exigencies of
the period. Among the most significant results are the linguistic diversity (Persian,
English, and Russian) and the lack of sufficient precision in drafting the legal
formulae of the contracts—indicative of structural linguistic and juridical
transformations in contract composition following the expansion of Iran’s
commercial relations with the West during the Qajar era. It appears that Iranian
merchants, in their interactions with foreign counterparts, overlooked certain

traditional requirements of contractual drafting.
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The employment of figh-based (Islamic jurisprudential) and legal terms such as
damin (guarantor) and khiyar ghabn (i.e., option to nullify the transaction due to
cheating), alongside the presence of the lessor’s and lessee’s seals yet the absence of
artistic embellishments, constitutes another distinguishing feature of these
documents. The examination of these lease agreements illuminates the scope of
Iran’s economic interactions with foreign powers. Malek al-Tojjar played a pivotal
role in facilitating the operations of these companies through contracts such as the
lease of Aminabad to the Nobel Company (1913). The emergence of disputes—such
as the conflict between Nobel and the Russian consulate—revealed the depth of
foreign influence and legal complexities. The activities of the Ziegler and Hoods
companies likewise underscore the breadth of economic exchanges and Malek al-
Tojjar’s central role therein.

Keywords: lease agreement, Haj Mohammad Ebrahim Malek al-Tojjar, foreign

companies, Hoods, Ziegler, Lynch, Nobel.

Introduction

Sharia documents are writings drafted in accordance with Islamic jurisprudential
principles, possessing legal validity in matters such as sale, lease, marriage, and
endowment (waqf), and structurally distinct from other non-Sharia documents.
During the Qajar era, with the improvement of the country’s economic and
industrial conditions and the need for foreign investment, numerous concessions
were granted to foreign companies. To expand their markets in Iran, these
companies entered into property lease agreements.

This study analyzes the formal and substantive aspects of lease agreements
concluded by Haj Mohammad Ebrahim Malek al-Tojjar Isfahani with these
companies between 1914 and 1917. Malek al-Tojjar was an influential merchant of
Isfahan who leased his properties to companies such as Ziegler, Nobel, and Hoods.
The primary objective of this research is to examine the content and form of these
lease documents, as well as to underscore the significance of the study due to the
scarcity of comprehensive research on the characteristics of commercial documents
associated with foreign companies during the Qajar period. Analyzing these
documents can illuminate new dimensions of the impact of international economic
relations on the legal and linguistic structure of commercial contracts in Iran. Given
the limited availability of in-depth, evidence-based research in this area, the analysis

of these primary sources is essential for understanding the appearance, terms, and
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monetary values of the era, thereby addressing the central question: What were the
structural and substantive features of lease agreements concluded between Iranian

individuals and foreign companies during the Qajar period?

Materials & Methods

This study uses a descriptive-analytical approach on the archival documents of
Malek al-Tojjar. The methodology. involved two stages: first, isolating foreign lease
agreements to form a core corpus; and second, categorizing and analyzing these
leases by contracting company (Lynch, Noble, Ziegler, Hoads) to compare
typological details, dates,and amounts.

Discussion and Results

The examination of Malek-al-Tojjar’s rental deeds offers a multifaceted view of
Iran’s early 20th-century economy and legal structures. Findings reveal Malek-al-
Tojjar was not merely a traditional landowner but a modern, flexible economic actor
managing assets across scales. The lease of Aminabad village to the Nobel
Company, with its precise cost-sharing clauses, demonstrated a grasp of long-term
asset management. The peak of this flexibility was a financial dispute resolved via a
formal settlement brokered and sealed through the Russian Consulate, indicating
acceptance of non-Iranian legal mechanisms.

The legal shift is clear in the contract with the Ziegler Company (1914 AD),
where the explicit omission of religious provisions (omitting the religious
formula/stipulations) and witness seals shows the foreign party drafted it purely
under International Commercial Law. These deeds expose the era’s contradictions:
the owner simultaneously negotiated with local figures and foreign consulates,
requiring proficiency in both traditional (personal credibility-based) and modern
(document-based, international law) legal frameworks. Ultimately, the deeds prove
that Isfahan’s economic transition was fundamentally a change in the legal and
linguistic frameworks of commerce, positioning Malek-al-Tojjar as a key agent

integrating the local economy with global trade networks

Conclusion

This research comprehensively examined the formal and substantive dimensions of

lease contracts concluded between Hajj Mohammad Ebrahim Malek-al-Tojar of
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Isfahan and several leading foreign companies during the Qajar period (including
Hodges, Lynch &amp; Co., Nobel, and Ziegler). The findings indicate that these
documents not only reflect the breadth and complexity of Iran’s economic relations
with Western companies in the early 20" century but also illustrate significant
transformations in the language structure, format, and legal principles governing
commercial contracts in Iran at that time. From a substantive perspective, the
diversity in leasing methods, the determination of sums and financial terms, as well
as the changes in the application of jurisprudential-legal terminology, demonstrate
the gradual adaptation of Iranian merchants to th emerging standards in international
commercial relations. However, the persistence of certain traditional elements
alongside these developments emphasizes the dual and transitional nature of the
Iranian economy during this period. In terms of form and morphology, examining
the paper, script, writing style, seals, and decorations used in the documents
provides a clear picture of the state of documentation at the time. The use of foreign
paper, the variety in writing styles, and sometimes the reduction in ornamentation
compared to traditional documents all support the cultural and technological
influences stemming from foreign interactions; furthermore, instances such as the
presence of bilingual texts (Persian and the foreign party’s language) and the
recording of financial details in Siyahgh script all point to the practical and
functional aspects of these documents. The case study of the companies, particularly
the analysis of disputes and their resolution methods (such as the case with the
Nobel Company), highlights the operational and legal complexities of commercial
relations with foreigners and reveals the mediating role of institution like consulates

in this context.
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