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Abstract

While the establishment of the Nizamiyya schools, with al their components,
required substantial financial resources, the economic aspects of these schooals,
including the securing of financial resources and the factors influencing this process,
particularly the role and performance of Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk in achieving this
goal, have received limited attention from researchers. Accordingly, the aim of this
study is to examine the role and performance of Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk in the
financial funding of the Nizamiyya schools. To achieve this, the research seeks to
address the question: What was Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk’s role in securing the
financial resources for the Nizamiyya schools, and which sources did he utilize to
fulfill this goa?

The findings of the research indicate that Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk directly
contributed to securing financial resources for the Nizamiyya schools through
actions such as purchasing land, constructing school buildings, paying saaries, and
providing stipends for the teachers and students of the schools. Additionally, he
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endowed properties such as baths and markets to generate income for the benefit of
the Nizamiyya institutions. Indirectly, he encouraged bureaucratic officials, military
commanders, influential families, and the wealthy to provide financia and non-
financial donationsto the schools. He also persuaded Alp Ardlan to allocate a specia
royad tithe to the Nizamiyya schools to further support their financial needs.

Keywords: Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk, Nizamiyya Schools, expenses, financia
resources.

Introduction

The Nizamiyya schools, with their numerous branches spread across the vast
geographical expanse of the Seljuk Empire, represent the first government
educational institutions in Iran after the advent of Islam. The educational, cultural-
social, and even political roles of these schools in the history of Iran during this
period are undeniable. Despite the significance and prominence of these schools,
and the valuable research conducted on various scientific and educational aspects of
the Nizamiyya schools, the economic dimensions, including costs, revenue sources,
and the role of various individuals and figures, such as Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk, in
securing their financial resources, have received less attention from scholars of
Seljuk history and the field of education.

Among the various economic issues of the Nizamiyya schools, securing financial
resources for their expenses was one of the most important concerns. Throughout
their period of operation, the Nizamiyya schools incurred numerous and significant
costs. This issue made it imperative to secure sustainable and, at the same time,
diverse financial resources to ensure the continued existence of these institutions. In
addition to their regular operating costs, the Nizamiyya schools also had other
expenses. Therefore, it was essential to secure funds from various sources, and
Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk, as the founder of these schools, was compelled to play his
part in ensuring the necessary financial resources for their operation.

Materials and M ethods

To achieve the main objective of the research, which is to examine the role and
performance of Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk in securing financia resources for the
Nizamiyya schools, this study seeks to address and answer the question through the
application of historical research methods, relying on primary historical sources:
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What was Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk's role in securing financia resources for the
Nizamiyya schools, and which sources did he utilize to fulfill this goal?

Historical research methodology is a method used to understand a specific event
that occurred in the past. In this approach, the researcher endeavors to present past
facts systematically by gathering information, evaluating its accuracy, and, most
importantly, synthesizing well-supported evidence and analyzing it.

Discussion and Results

To understand Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk’s role and performance in securing financial
resources for the Nizamiyya schools, it is essential to first focus on the high costs
involved in their establishment. One of the primary expenses of the Nizamiyya
schools was the creation and construction of these ingtitutions. The costs associated
with establishing the Nizamiyya schools were numerous. These included the
purchase of land, the construction of school buildings, and the development of
essential facilities and annexes such as libraries, mosques, fuel and lighting storage,
baths, caravanserais, housing for jurists, teachers, muezzins, and students, small
markets, income-generating shops, and schools for children's Quranic education,
among other expenses.

In addition to the costs of establishing the schools, the Nizamiyya ingtitutions

also incurred expenses related to human resources. One of these human resource
costs was the payment of salaries and provision of stipends for the jurists, teachers,
and students. Beyond the living expenses of the scholars, teachers, and students, the
living expenses of other staff members at the Nizamiyya schools aso contributed to
the overall increase in costs. Among these human resources were the preachers of
the Nizamiyya schools. Additionally, the presence of slaves in the Nizamiyya
institutions was another significant cost in the human resource section.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the Nizamiyya schools and their activities, at all
levels—from securing land for the construction of schools to the facilities and
annexes, as well as providing sustenance and accommodation for the staff of the
Nizamiyya institutions, including jurists, teachers, students, preachers, slaves, and
others—incurred numerous and increasing costs. The responsibility for securing
these financial resources primarily fell to Khwaja Nizam a-Mulk, as the founder of
these schools.
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Conclusion

To secure the financial resources for the Nizamiyya schools, Khwaja was compelled
to take direct action in many cases. His direct involvement in securing financial
resources for the schools was made possible by his power and financial means,
which stemmed from his personal income sources. These personal income sources
primarily came from two areas: his service in the bureaucracy and government, and
the gifts he received.

However, in addition to his direct role in securing financial resources for the
Nizamiyya schools, Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk also played an indirect role in achieving
this goa. This indirect involvement was influenced by his position within the
political and bureaucratic structure of the Seljuk government, on the one hand, and
his personal abilities in establishing relationships with political figures, military
commanders, influential families, and economic elites, on the other hand.
Persuading Alp Arslan to allocate the specia roya tithe for the construction and
administration of the schools, as well as the transfer of an entire market in Saveh by
‘Abd Allah b. Hasanwayh al-Sawaji, afriend of Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk, for the use
of its income to support the scholars, were among Khwaja's indirect actions to
secure financial resources for the Nizamiyya schools.
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