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Abstract

Mosleh al-Din Lari is a historian, jurist, theologian, religious scholar, and the author of several works,
including the famous historical book Marat al-Adwar and Marat al-Akhbar.This historical work is
somewhat unique among all his annotations. However, he became interested in annotating the
theological, philosophical and jurisprudential books on history. He was a devout, faithful Muslim and
was interested in Islamic sciences and Islamic celebrities. This interest organized part of his
motivation and approach in historiography. In fact, Lari's historiography method is not only the
expression of political and military events, but it is a continuous synthesis of different facts, thoughts
and knowledge. This historiography method is a reflection of his religious thoughts and insight, which
was the result of his familiarity with various Islamic knowledge. However, he used a simplified
method in describing the events. However, in historiography, he avoided complicated prose, and his
main goal was to express history and convey its meaning. Now the problem of this writing is to
discuss Lari's attitude, vision and historiographical method according to his theological tendencies and
political beliefs which are the result of his studies. According to this issue, the result of the research
indicates that he may have suffered contradictions between verbal-jurisprudential understandings and
political-historical beliefs without realizing it. In spite of that jurisprudential-theological character, he
strongly defended the element of political and military dominance of the sovereigns and justified their
anomalous cases. Now, according to the above, the following article tries to investigate the intellectual
elements, political and historical beliefs of Mosleh al-Din Lari in the book Marat al-Adwar and Market
al-Akhbar, using a descriptive-analytical method.
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Introduction

Mosleh al-Din Muhammad ibn Jalal al-Din Ansari Lari (born circa 890 — died 980 AH) was a Shafi'i
and Ash'ari jurist and a prolific author in both the transmitted and rational sciences. He was mentioned
by prominent scholars such as Ghiyath al-Din Mansur Dashtaki and Jalal al-Din Dawani. Rumlu
referred to him as Janab Afadat Ma'ab Qudwah al-Ulama wa al-Mutbahrin (Rumlu 1384: 3/1481).
Musleh al-Din spent most of his life in India at the court of Humayun (937-963 AH), where he gained
prestige and status (Rumlu, 3/1481; Tashkaparizadeh, 419). After Humayun's death, he lived in the
Ottoman Empire from 963 AH onwards. He then went to Istanbul, where Sultan Selim Il received him
(Rumlu, 3/1482). Musleh al-Din authored dozens of works, with a lengthy list of titles. Mirat al-
Adwar wa Murqgat al-Akhbar (compiled around 974 AH) is a general history in ten chapters, arranged
chronologically from the events of Adam, the prophets, and the predecessors to the rule of the Uthman
dynasty. Like other general histories, this work begins with the emergence of creation and the events
of Adam, but its geographical scope is more limited. In this context, it should be noted that some
general histories, such as Akhbar al-Tawlid al-Dinuri, have focused more on limited regions such as
Iran and Iraqg, while other general historians, such as Yaqubi and Masudi, have also covered wider
regions such as India and China. Therefore, these general histories often share the same principle
regarding time span but differ in their geographical scope and areas of study.

Method

Accordingly, the present article, with a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the intellectual
elements, political and historical beliefs of Mosleh al-Din Lari in the book "Mirat al-Adwar wa
Murgat al-Akhbar".

Findings

Mosleh al-Din Lari was a historian, jurist, theologian, religious scholar, and the author of several
works, including the renowned historical book Marat al-Adwar and Marat al-Akhbar. This historical
work is somewhat unique among his annotations. In his historiography, however, he avoided complex
prose, focusing instead on expressing history clearly and conveying its meaning. The issue addressed
in this writing is to discuss Lari's attitude, vision, and historiographical method in light of his
theological tendencies and political beliefs, which stem from his studies. The research indicates that he
may have experienced contradictions between his verbal-jurisprudential understandings and his
political-historical beliefs without being aware of them. Despite his jurisprudential-theological
background, he strongly defended the political and military dominance of sovereigns and justified
their anomalous actions. Accordingly, this article seeks to investigate the intellectual elements, as well
as the political and historical beliefs of Mosleh al-Din Lari in Marat al-Adwar and Marat al-Akhbar,
using a descriptive-analytical method.

Although Mosleh al-Din was an expert in intellectual and historical sciences, why did he turn to
history writing, and what motivated him to pursue it? More importantly, what is his approach in this
regard? He writes that his interest in history developed through annotating and commenting on the
works of earlier scholars. His retrospective mind, engaged in annotating the works of his predecessors,
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led to a deeper interest in the affairs of scholars and provided an entry point into the study of history.
With this context, the issue is to provide a general overview of the structure and nature of the book
Murgat al-Adwar, and to examine the method, attitude, perceptions, and interests of Musleh al-Din as
a religious scholar in the field of history. Musleh al-Din demonstrates particular mastery over his
sources and, considering the type and number of quotations and references, is an outstanding expert on
sources. He refers to more than sixty sources, ranging from early Islamic works to major sources from
the Timurid era, organised both chronologically and thematically. Notably, he used most of the
general chronicles, dynastic chronicles, translations of historical accounts, and various religious books,
although the latter were of greater concern to him than the general chronicles (Musleh al-Din, 1/10-
11). Musleh al-Din's historiography differs from that of most traditional historians. His prose is simple
and fluent. He is particularly skilled in summarising and abridgement. For example, in his biography
of Walid ibn Abd al-Malik, he writes: “He was known for his cruelty and.oppression, and he was very
proud of.his palace” (ibid., vol. 1, p. 325).

One of the shortcomings of his method is his summary writing, which has somewhat obscured the
historical material. Musleh al-Din was knowledgeable about astronomy and therefore paid special
attention to the calendar (vol. 1, p. 260). He was a devout Muslim, a believer, and interested in Islamic
sciences and Muslim scholars. His main motivation and approach to historiography stem from his
attachment to Islamic culture and civilisation. Musleh al-Din emphasises the usefulness of history,
noting that although history interests everyone, kings benefit from it the most. Importantly, Musleh al-
Din displays a domineering and authoritarian political attitude. He believes that people should accept
the authority of the rulers without opposition and does not consider resistance to rulers permissible. In
his view, there is no difference between rulers, as they are always right. He considers the ruler and the
sultan to be right, regardless of whether they act justly or unjustly, and he blames and criticises their
opponents. Mosleh al-Din Lari's stance towards historical dynasties is consistent with his political
views, namely the element of domination. However, in other cases, he does not have a single stance on
different rulers; his attitudes are influenced by the circumstances and atmosphere of the era. Mosleh
al-Din sometimes evaluates rulers from a cultural and scientific perspective. Mosleh al-Din, as a
scientist and religious scholar, had a particular interest in Islam. Therefore, his admiration for
dynasties such as the Seljuks, the Zangids, the Ayyubids, and the Ottomans should be considered in
this context. Mosleh al-Din held a negative and critical attitude towards rulers with whom he had
religious, ideological, and political differences. Among his stances towards the Safavids is the
following.

Conclusion

Mosleh al-Din as a scholar, a religious scholar whose works are mainly annotations and commentaries,
his historical book Marat al-Adwar wa Murqat al-Akhbar is a general history with a more limited
geographical scope than works such as Tarikh Ya'qubi and Mas'udi, and follows more closely the
historical writing method of Abu Hanifa Dinwari in Akhbar al-Tawal. He learned historiography
primarily through annotating and commenting on the works of earlier scholars. However, in his only
history book, Marat al-Adwar wa Murgat al-Akhbar, he demonstrates his ability in historical writing to
some extent. His history book is noteworthy and merits study from several perspectives. Among these
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are the diversity of its contents and sources, which are not without criticism and opinion. Due to his
mastery of sources, he sometimes includes critical or commendable content. Musleh al-Din, in line
with the views of most theologians, assigns a special place to history and classifies it as a science of
lectures. Given his religious and jurisprudential background, he holds complex views on historical
dynasties. Although he has a particular interest in Islam and Islamic culture, and has evaluated certain
dynasties such as the Zangids, Ayyubids, Samanids, and Seljuks according to this criterion, the core of
his political vision is strongly influenced by the concept of domination in history. As a result, despite
his interest in Islam, he pays little attention to the behaviour, performance, and beliefs of rulers,
instead emphasising the obedience of the people to their rulers without opposition. From this
perspective, he has justified the actions of violent rulers such as Genghis Khan and Timur, viewing
them through the same lens of domination. Thus, his view as a scientific and religious figure is, to
some extent, incompatible and inconsistent with certain aspects of his political and historical views.
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