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Abstract

The victory of the Constitutional Revolution created a new discursive context in which female
journalists began to envision new cultural horizons for women. Although most women’s publications
were based in Tehran, a limited number were also published outside the capital.

This study focuses on two regional women’s journals, Noorafshan (published in the South) and
Peike Sa‘adate Nesvan (published in the North) during the early Pahlavi period. The aim of this paper
is to examine the shared characteristics and differences between these two publications, particularly in
how they addressed women’s issues within the distinct cultural environments of northern and southern
Iran.

Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on archival sources, this research investigates
how the socio-cultural contexts of the North and South shaped the perspectives and priorities of
women journalists. The findings indicate that local cultural influences and neighboring interactions led
to distinct attitudes: the northern publication reflected progressive and socialist tendencies,
emphasizing reform and modernization, while the southern publication approached modernity more
cautiously, grounded in religious and traditional considerations.
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Introduction

The victory of the Constitutional Revolution introduced a new discourse for women journalists,
enabling them to re-evaluate cultural discourse within this context. Most women's publications
operated in Tehran, with only a few published outside the capital. Local journalism has distinct
characteristics, and its focus on women further emphasizes these features. This research examines two
local women's publications active in the early years of the Pahlavi era: "Peyk-e Sa'adat-e Nesvan,"
published in the north, and "Noorafshan,” published in the south. The aim of this article is to
investigate the commonalities and differences between the cultural environments of northern and
southern Iran — differences that shaped the demands and approaches of these two publications. Using
publication archives and a descriptive-analytical method, this research seeks to answer how the
location of publication influenced the concerns of women journalists from these two distinct cultural
settings.

Method

Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on archival sources, this research investigates how
the socio-cultural contexts of the North and South shaped the perspectives and priorities of women
journalists.

Findings
When comparing these two local publications and two female journalists, it should be noted that
Roshanak Noudoost was raised in an intellectual family familiar with the French language and culture,
and naturally, with leftist ideologies. The northern region of the country, influenced by its northern
neighbor and socialist culture, was less tribal and religious than the south. Proximity to the sea, trade,
and commerce — as opposed to landownership and property ownership — made this region more
flexible, dynamic, and open to change. The publication "Peyk-e Sa'adat-e Nesvan" (Messenger of
Women's Happiness), due to its connection with leftist political organizations and movements, the
significant gap between its intellectual ideas and the political and social conditions of its society, and
the law prohibiting communal activities in June 1931, found it impossible to continue operating. As a
result, Roshanak Noudoost had no opportunity to serve in any capacity other than school management.
It should be noted that "Peyk-e Sa'adat-e Nesvan™ addressed the negative aspects of modernity
from an orientalist perspective — an approach that, while preserving the legacy of enlightenment and
modern science, also fundamentally critiqued capitalist culture, yet remained willing to retain the
benefits of modernity. As shown in the content analysis of "Peyk-e Sa'adat-e Nesvan™ articles, this
critical approach was evident in the publication's intellectual atmosphere. In fact, Roshanak Noudoost
adopted a more radical, revolutionary, and organization-focused policy, and as seen throughout her
social and cultural activities, she encountered serious obstacles and barriers to her continued work. In
contrast, the southern part of the country, due to its connection with India, was influenced by Western-
English culture. In this region, tribal-religious culture held greater strength and influence. The
affirmative aspect of modernity here was development-oriented and based on the principles and
functions of development-driven capitalism; as a result, Shokat Salami had a more individual and
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conservative approach. Although her activities experienced fluctuations, they were more consistent.
Much of this continuity was due to the greater alignment of her enlightened ideas with local conditions
and the presence of supportive elements in her cultural environment.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that intellectual trends in the north, shaped by proximity to the northern neighbor
and socialist ideas, primarily reflected a negative view of modernity, while in the south, the prevailing
attitude was positive and development-oriented toward modernity.
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