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Abstract

Postcolonial criticism is an interdisciplinary field of research, one of the most
important theoretical branches of which is the study of the underclass. Spivak
is one of the pioneers of the postcolonial underclass approach. He regards
literary texts as a suitable alternative for presenting the history of the
underclass. Dolatabadi and Saleh, two contemporary Iranian and Sudanese
novelists, depict the problems of the underclass, including women, in their
lllel s TThe Empty Place of .a lhhh” and hhhe Marriege of the Underll ass..
Using an analytical-descriptive method based on Spivak's literary models, this
study finds that in the two postcolonial works The Empty Room of Saluch and
The Marriage of the Beautiful, the problems of the difficult life of rural
society, especially the hidden and institutionalized violence of men against
certain subordinates (women, girls) and depict the common aspects of identity
and agency of autonomous female heroines who, with self-confidence and
creative and clever discourses, try to moderate inner contradictory forces and,
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consequently, relationships with opportunistic men. Parallel to this depiction
of the heterogeneity of Dolatabadi's skeptical and illusory view with Tayyeb
Saleh's optimistic view of the future of rural society in Iran and Sudan, the
cultural and class differences of the oppressed, especially women, are
attributed to the course of exclusive social, political, biological and economic
events, and the results of this are reflected in the symbolic allegories at the

end of both narratives.

Keywords: women, postcolonial, inferior, Spivak, Urs EI-Zin, Saluch's empty
space

—Detailed Abstract .

Introduction

Postcolonial studies is one of the areas of literary and cultural studies that
engages in one of the most serious critical approaches to the study and tracing
of subcultures and patterns of text and language in the postcolonial period. In
these studies, literary texts, including non-Western novels, are explored with
an unbiased historical perspective, focusing on the consequences of
colonialism. This view emphasizes the failure of equality and freedom in the
twentieth century and, by exposing thinkers such as Spiok, reveals the new
forms of economic, cultural, and political imperialism that continue to
influence the former countries. Spiok focuses particularly on the double
inferiority of women in the East, who are exploited by both sides: by the
European patriarchal system and by the foreign forces centered on Europe.
Contemporary developments in the social, cultural and political structures of
the Third World, especially in fictional literature, have paved the way for
women's liberation from the domination of patriarchal literature.The greatest
damage to the new colonialism and domestic exploitation in countries like Iran
and Sudan is the de-identification and ignorance of the liberation movements
in the inner city.

Mahmoud Dolatabadi and Tayeb Saleh, realist writers from Iran and
Sudan, have produced works reflecting these problems in the postcolonial era.
This article examines the postcolonial approach of Spiok, the common and
different aspects of the plot and the actions of the lower characters, especially
the rural women in the works "Soluch's Emptiness” and "Ars al -Zein". This
study helps to identify different personality types in the heroic journey to
achieve freedom and the right to trickery, and to reflect on and present the
reasons for the gradual victory of the lower characters in achieving self-
reliance.

- Research Methodology
The novels "Empty Slaves” by Mahmoud Dolatabadi and "Cultural,
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Economic and Social Poverty" by Tayeb Saleh are set in the context of post-
colonial and patriarchal systems, especially those of women. These works
criticize the consequences of colonial and patriarchal rule from an anti-
colonial perspective and offer various narratives by Western writers. The main
characters, Tod and Naima, are symbols of lowly women who are brave and
clever to oppress despite inequality.

Tod, the central character of The Void of Seleuch”, is a woman who has to
deal with severe poverty, domestic and social violence and the pressures of
land reform in the absence of her husband. He opposes his son (Abbas),
Kadkhoda and Salar Abdullah and defends his rights and property with actions
such as threats and difficulties. Through the hardships of life, the remnants of
feminine emotions and masculine traits are reinforced. She is the symbol of a
heroine and a right-minded woman who fights for her family's independence
and livelihood despite her double inferiority.

Naima, the main character of Ars al -Zein, is an independent and idealistic
woman in a hypothetical village who has grown up in a healthy and educated
environment. She resists the pressure of the patriarchal system and social
interference (such as Imam Jama'at) by resolutely choosing to marry the
saddle. Naima emphasizes literacy and gender equality education, builds
strong relationships with family and society, and creates a balance between
masculinity and femininity. She symbolizes the social development of women
in the post-colonial era.

Both novels deal with themes such as poverty, domestic violence, the
contradiction between tradition and modernity and the denial of women's
freedom to choose their spouse. Physical violence (such as the beating of the
codex), literal (insults such as "giving birth" and "pleading") and
psychological violence against women are depicted in these highlights. The
violence of women against women (such as Rugiyah's behavior towards
Genno) also represents the cycle of cruelty in the patriarchal system. With a
critical eye, the authors portray the women's efforts to break the silence and
achieve justice and independence. Despite their different social situations and
the severity of the challenges, Tode and Naeem are examples of self-confident
and courageous women who are role models for equality and resistance by
standing up for their decisions.

-Discussion and Analysis

Considering Spiok's postcolonialist approach, among the common aspects
of Naima and the deaths of the two heroic female figures of the "Void" and
"Ars al-Zein" can be mentioned: the suppression and concealment of their
feminine feelings towards children and other family members (forces). Both
authors are concerned and express a different and profound view of Dulatabadi
and Saleh on the sound, identity and agency of disadvantaged women to achieve
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women's individual and social self-esteem in accordance with Spiok's theory.
Mahmoud Dolatabadi's pessimistic view of the future of Iran and Iranians,
especially the disadvantaged and lowly women of the exploited rural society,
under these difficult historical, political, economic and cultural conditions is a
despairing view, in contrast to the competent view of the future of Sudan's rural
society in terms of the closeness of Aras al -Zayn's story.
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