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Abstract

Khwaja Shams Al-Din Muhammad, known as Hafez of Shiraz, employs dual
symbols in his poetry, which simultaneously embody mystical and religious
concepts. These symbols, referencing opposing yet complementary notions,
provide a fertile ground for expressing apparent conflicts and the coexistence of
profound spiritual and social concepts. This descriptive-analytical study, using
library resources, seeks to analyze these dual symbols in Hafez's poetry through
Ogden and Richards' semantic model. This model identifies three core
elements—sign, referent, and thought—as the constituents of meaning.The
findings indicate that Hafez not only depicts apparent contradictions between
religion and mysticism but also unveils hidden layers of mystical and religious
meanings embedded within these symbols. The primary aim of this research is
to elucidate Hafez's symbolic techniques for portraying the tensions between
religion and mysticism while uncovering how these concepts coexist within a
unified framework. The analysis reveals how Hafez integrates these symbols to
bridge the external and internal, the material and the spiritual, ultimately
guiding the reader toward a deeper understanding of spiritual truth and
humanity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Khwaja Shams-ud-Din Muhammad Hafez Shirazi employs dual symbols in his
poetry that encapsulate a fusion of religious and mystical concepts. These
symbols, which sometimes appear contradictory and at other times
complementary, provide an apt framework for expressing apparent conflicts as
well as the coexistence of profound spiritual layers. Through metaphorical and
enigmatic language, Hafez reflects complex notions such as divine love,
mystical liberation, and the tension between the outward form of Sharia and the
inward reality of Truth. Notable dichotomies in his poetry include the
opposition between wine and repentance, the ascetic (Zahid) and the libertine
(Rind), and earthly love versus divine love.

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method and library research tools,
seeks to examine the semantic structure of Hafez’s dual symbols from a
semiotic perspective. It relies on the semantic model of Ogden and Richards,
which involves three components—sign (signifier), referent (signified), and
thought (concept)—within the process of meaning-making. The research aims
to elucidate Hafez’s symbolic mechanisms in addressing the conflicts between
religion and mysticism, and to uncover the manner in which these concepts
coexist within the semantic system of his poetry.

Detailed Abstract

Introduction

Khwaja Shams-ud-Din Muhammad Hafez Shirazi employs dual symbols in his
poetry that encapsulate a fusion of religious and mystical concepts. These
symbols, which sometimes appear contradictory and at other times
complementary, provide an apt framework for expressing apparent conflicts as
well as the coexistence of profound spiritual layers. Through metaphorical and
enigmatic language, Hafez reflects complex notions such as divine love,
mystical liberation, and the tension between the outward form of Sharia and the
inward reality of Truth. Notable dichotomies in his poetry include the
opposition between wine and repentance, the ascetic (Zahid) and the libertine
(Rind), and earthly love versus divine love.

This study, using a descriptive-analytical method and library research tools,
seeks to examine the semantic structure of Hafez’s dual symbols from a
semiotic perspective. It relies on the semantic model of Ogden and Richards,
which involves three components—sign (signifier), referent (signified), and
thought (concept)—within the process of meaning-making. The research aims
to elucidate Hafez’s symbolic mechanisms in addressing the conflicts between
religion and mysticism, and to uncover the manner in which these concepts
coexist within the semantic system of his poetry.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes content analysis
focusing on intellectual and conceptual aspects. In terms of its objectives, the
research is categorized as fundamental, aiming to explain and expand
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theoretical concepts. The required data were collected through library studies,
and qualitative content analysis was employed to interpret and analyze the data.
The primary focus of the research is the semantic structure analysis of dual
symbols in Hafez’s poems from the viewpoint of semiotics and the conceptual
model proposed by Ogden and Richards.

Discussion and Analysis

Semiotics is an interdisciplinary scientific field concerned with the study of
signs and the processes of meaning production and transmission, with its roots
tracing back to ancient Greek thought. Initially developed within the realm of
logic, semiotics later found extensive applications in medicine, art, literature,
and social sciences. In mystical texts, signs carry specific meanings that depend
heavily on the cultural, historical, and spiritual contexts of the text. These signs
are categorized into two groups: mystical terminologies and symbolic words,
each acquiring different interpretations depending on the context and the poet.
Particularly in the poetry of Hafez, religious symbols such as Laylat al-Qadr
(Night of Destiny), Imam of the city, Jesus Christ, prayer beads, Mahdi, Samiri,
Adam, and Ahriman have been examined using deeper analytical semantic
models. These analyses go beyond traditional exegeses, addressing the function
of these symbols and their semantic layers within spiritual and social
contradictions and interactions, thus providing a more comprehensive
understanding of mystical poetry.

Based on the Ogden and Richards model, the kharqga (Sufi cloak) and sajjada
(prayer rug) serve as signs that guide the mind toward concepts such as
asceticism, piety, spiritual discipline, and servitude to God. These terms
symbolize mystics and spiritual seekers who, by donning the cloak and rug,
prepare themselves for spiritual journeying and detach from worldly
attachments. The intermediary thought connects these signs to their referents,
including purification of the soul, piety, and meditation. The kharqa, as a
special garment, symbolizes the beginning of the mystical path and acceptance
of servitude to God, while also representing pride in spiritual achievements and
renunciation of base desires. Hafez, by referencing the kharqa and sajjada,
emphasizes asceticism and servitude and highlights spiritual values and the
journey toward Truth, which, although outwardly simple, is inwardly highly
beneficial and valuable.

In general, mystical terms and characters such as Pir-e Mughan (the Magian
elder), Khangah (Sufi lodge), David (peace be upon him), Zahid (ascetic), and
Rind (libertine) have been analyzed as signs within the Ogden and Richards
framework, each representing profound spiritual and ethical concepts in
Hafez’s poetry and mystical texts. For example, Pir-e Mughan symbolizes
spiritual guidance and inner wisdom, Khangah represents the place of spiritual
training, David (PBUH) stands for justice and divine power, and the contrast
between Zahid and Rind reflects the opposition between superficial asceticism
and spiritual freedom, with Hafez favoring the path of humility and dependence
on God.

The religious and mystical symbols found in Hafez’s ghazals have been
analyzed and categorized using the Ogden and Richards semiotic model and
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based on the semantic triangle (signifier, signified, and thought). Each symbol
is examined individually, and its meaning and underlying concept are identified
according to its position in the poems. These symbols mainly fall into two
categories: religious and mystical. For example:

. Imam-e Shahr (Imam of the city) symbolizes religious authority and the
outward form of religion (religious).

o Ahriman represents evil, negative forces, and division (religious).

. Water of Life denotes eternal life, divine knowledge, and mystical wine
(mystical).

o Pir-e Mughan symbolizes the spiritual guide, freedom, divine love, and
wisdom (mystical).

o Kharga signifies asceticism and piety (mystical).

o Zahid often symbolizes hypocrisy, rigidity, and misjudgment in
religion (religious).

. Flower expresses transience, beauty, and the cycle of life and death
(mystical).

o Mahdi symbolizes the savior, fulfillment of divine promises, and the

struggle against oppression (religious).

This classification is based on the relationship between the signifier (sign), the
signified (meaning), and the thought (general concept and semantic context),
with each symbol documented by references to its poetic instances in Hafez’s
ghazals. This approach facilitates a deeper and more systematic understanding
of the meanings of religious and mystical symbols in Hafez’s poetry.
Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that Hafez employs dual religious and
mystical symbols to express the apparent contradictions and tensions between
religion and mysticism. According to Ogden and Richards’ semantic model,
these symbols inherently possess two layers of meaning: an external, apparent
level and deeper layers of mystical and religious significance that are implicitly
present in Hafez’s works.

Based on the Ogden and Richards semantic model, each symbol encompasses
multiple semantic layers, and through semiotic analysis, one can gain a deeper
understanding of Hafez’s poetry. By employing these dual symbols, Hafez not
only reflects the conflicts existing in the mind and surrounding world but also
offers his unique mystical and spiritual resolution. Throughout his poetry,
Hafez consistently uses symbols such as khal (mole), khat (line), zolf (lock of
hair), pir (elder), kharabat (tavern), and others, which on the surface may
appear to carry worldly and material meanings; however, at a deeper level,
these symbols conceal mystical and spiritual concepts. According to the Ogden
and Richards model, these symbols consist of signs (symbols), referents, and
specific thoughts that form the semantic connection between language and
human cognition.

In this analysis, the relationship between sign (symbols) and referent in Hafez’s
poetry is particularly noteworthy. Through these symbols, Hafez seeks to
convey complex meanings that cannot be easily grasped solely through reason
and logic but must be understood through a mystical perspective. In this regard,



219/ of Mysticism and Religion in Hafez's Dual Symbols: A Semiotic

Hafez uses language and symbols as tools to express religious and mystical
experiences that are only comprehensible through inner, heartfelt experience.
Consequently, Hafez’s dual symbols simultaneously refer to the material,
earthly world and, at the same time, in their mystical and religious semantic
layers, invite the reader to comprehend truths beyond mere appearances. This
dual reflection of religion and mysticism in Hafez’s symbols serves not only in
literary texts but also in Iranian culture and thought as a profound source for
meaning-making and religious contemplation.

This analysis reveals that through specific literary and artistic techniques, Hafez
has been able to depict complex and profound meanings within simple and
accessible symbols for his audience, thereby uniquely and distinctively
presenting the interplay between mysticism and religion in his works.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes content analysis
focusing on intellectual and conceptual aspects. In terms of its objectives, the
research is categorized as fundamental, aiming to explain and expand
theoretical concepts. The required data were collected through library studies,
and qualitative content analysis was employed to interpret and analyze the data.
The primary focus of the research is the semantic structure analysis of dual
symbols in Hafez’s poems from the viewpoint of semiotics and the conceptual
model proposed by Ogden and Richards.

Discussion and Analysis

Semiotics is an interdisciplinary scientific field concerned with the study of
signs and the processes of meaning production and transmission, with its roots
tracing back to ancient Greek thought. Initially developed within the realm of
logic, semiotics later found extensive applications in medicine, art, literature,
and social sciences. In mystical texts, signs carry specific meanings that depend
heavily on the cultural, historical, and spiritual contexts of the text. These signs
are categorized into two groups: mystical terminologies and symbolic words,
each acquiring different interpretations depending on the context and the poet.
Particularly in the poetry of Hafez, religious symbols such as Laylat al-Qadr
(Night of Destiny), Imam of the city, Jesus Christ, prayer beads, Mahdi, Samiri,
Adam, and Ahriman have been examined using deeper analytical semantic
models. These analyses go beyond traditional exegeses, addressing the function
of these symbols and their semantic layers within spiritual and social
contradictions and interactions, thus providing a more comprehensive
understanding of mystical poetry.

Based on the Ogden and Richards model, the kharga (Sufi cloak) and sajjada
(prayer rug) serve as signs that guide the mind toward concepts such as
asceticism, piety, spiritual discipline, and servitude to God. These terms
symbolize mystics and spiritual seekers who, by donning the cloak and rug,
prepare themselves for spiritual journeying and detach from worldly
attachments. The intermediary thought connects these signs to their referents,
including purification of the soul, piety, and meditation. The kharqa, as a
special garment, symbolizes the beginning of the mystical path and acceptance
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of servitude to God, while also representing pride in spiritual achievements and
renunciation of base desires. Hafez, by referencing the kharqa and sajjada,
emphasizes asceticism and servitude and highlights spiritual values and the
journey toward Truth, which, although outwardly simple, is inwardly highly
beneficial and valuable.

In general, mystical terms and characters such as Pir-e Mughan (the Magian
elder), Khangah (Sufi lodge), David (peace be upon him), Zahid (ascetic), and
Rind (libertine) have been analyzed as signs within the Ogden and Richards
framework, each representing profound spiritual and ethical concepts in
Hafez’s poetry and mystical texts. For example, Pir-e Mughan symbolizes
spiritual guidance and inner wisdom, Khangah represents the place of spiritual
training, David (PBUH) stands for justice and divine power, and the contrast
between Zahid and Rind reflects the opposition between superficial asceticism
and spiritual freedom, with Hafez favoring the path of humility and dependence
on God.

The religious and mystical symbols found in Hafez’s ghazals have been
analyzed and categorized using the Ogden and Richards semiotic model and
based on the semantic triangle (signifier, signified, and thought). Each symbol
is examined individually, and its meaning and underlying concept are identified
according to its position in the poems. These symbols mainly fall into two
categories: religious and mystical. For example:

. Imam-e Shahr (Imam of the city) symbolizes religious authority and the
outward form of religion (religious).

. Ahriman represents evil, negative forces, and division (religious).

. Water of Life denotes eternal life, divine knowledge, and mystical wine
(mystical).

. Pir-e Mughan symbolizes the spiritual guide, freedom, divine love, and
wisdom (mystical).

. Kharga signifies asceticism and piety (mystical).

. Zahid often symbolizes hypocrisy, rigidity, and misjudgment in
religion (religious).

. Flower expresses transience, beauty, and the cycle of life and death
(mystical).

. Mahdi symbolizes the savior, fulfillment of divine promises, and the

struggle against oppression (religious).

This classification is based on the relationship between the signifier (sign), the
signified (meaning), and the thought (general concept and semantic context),
with each symbol documented by references to its poetic instances in Hafez’s
ghazals. This approach facilitates a deeper and more systematic understanding
of the meanings of religious and mystical symbols in Hafez’s poetry.
Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that Hafez employs dual religious and
mystical symbols to express the apparent contradictions and tensions between
religion and mysticism. According to Ogden and Richards’ semantic model,
these symbols inherently possess two layers of meaning: an external, apparent
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level and deeper layers of mystical and religious significance that are implicitly
present in Hafez’s works.

Based on the Ogden and Richards semantic model, each symbol encompasses
multiple semantic layers, and through semiotic analysis, one can gain a deeper
understanding of Hafez’s poetry. By employing these dual symbols, Hafez not
only reflects the conflicts existing in the mind and surrounding world but also
offers his unique mystical and spiritual resolution. Throughout his poetry,
Hafez consistently uses symbols such as khal (mole), khat (line), zolf (lock of
hair), pir (elder), kharabat (tavern), and others, which on the surface may
appear to carry worldly and material meanings; however, at a deeper level,
these symbols conceal mystical and spiritual concepts. According to the Ogden
and Richards model, these symbols consist of signs (symbols), referents, and
specific thoughts that form the semantic connection between language and
human cognition.

In this analysis, the relationship between sign (symbols) and referent in Hafez’s
poetry is particularly noteworthy. Through these symbols, Hafez seeks to
convey complex meanings that cannot be easily grasped solely through reason
and logic but must be understood through a mystical perspective. In this regard,
Hafez uses language and symbols as tools to express religious and mystical
experiences that are only comprehensible through inner, heartfelt experience.
Consequently, Hafez’s dual symbols simultaneously refer to the material,
earthly world and, at the same time, in their mystical and religious semantic
layers, invite the reader to comprehend truths beyond mere appearances. This
dual reflection of religion and mysticism in Hafez’s symbols serves not only in
literary texts but also in Iranian culture and thought as a profound source for
meaning-making and religious contemplation.

This analysis reveals that through specific literary and artistic techniques, Hafez
has been able to depict complex and profound meanings within simple and
accessible symbols for his audience, thereby uniquely and distinctively
presenting the interplay between mysticism and religion in his works.
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