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Abstract

Lucien Goldman, a literary sociologist, considers literature to be a reflection of
social and historical contexts that help to understand collective consciousness.
He emphasizes the importance of analyzing social and cultural factors in the
formation of literary works and believes that a literary work represents the
everyday life and worldview of the author. Goldman has a dialectical approach
and sees literary works as the product of the interaction between the author’s
mental schemas and the social consciousness of his class. His analysis of the
novel includes two stages of “reception” and “explanation”, in which the
structure of the work is first understood and then interpreted within the
framework of the socio-economic structure. This theory, which goes beyond the
sociology of literature, leads to a more complex understanding of the
relationship between human consciousness and social organization. This
research deals with the content analysis of two works, “The Mourners of the
Plough” and “Bitter Sugar”. In the qualitative content analysis of two stories
from the story collection "The Mourners of the Blade" and "Bitter Sugar", the
emphasis is on the lack of opportunities, poverty, superstition and naivety.
These factors have led to objectification and alienation from oneself. In "The
Mourners of the Blade" we are faced with a problematic population and in
"Bitter Sugar" with the individuality of individuals. "Bitter Sugar" has a more
complex economic structure and deals with the details of historical events,
while "The Mourners of the Blade" is more symbolic. This research reflects the
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emphasis is on the lack of opportunities, poverty, superstition and naivety.
These factors have led to objectification and alienation from oneself. In "The
Mourners of the Blade" we are faced with a problematic population and in
"Bitter Sugar" with the individuality of individuals. "Bitter Sugar" has a more
complex economic structure and deals with the details of historical events,
while "The Mourners of the Blade" is more symbolic. This research reflects the
structural differences in the two works and the way they influence and are
influenced by society.

Keywords: Literary sociology, perception and interpretation, Bitter Sugar, The
Mourners of the Blade, Goldman, generative theory.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Lucien Goldman, a literary sociologist, considers literature to be a reflection of
social and historical contexts that help to understand collective consciousness.
He emphasizes the importance of analyzing social and cultural factors in the
formation of literary works and believes that a literary work represents the
author's daily life and worldview. His analysis of the novel includes two stages
of "reception" and "explanation", in which the structure of the work is first
understood and then interpreted within the framework of the socio-economic
structure. The aim of this research is to highlight the mental structures and
historical-social conditions reflected in the novels "The Mourners of the Bale"
and "Bitter Sugar", in order to reveal the worldview and the hidden connection
between the social and historical structures of that period in these two works. In
the present research, relying on Goldman's sociological theory, a comparative
study of the two works has been conducted using an analytical-descriptive
method. In the qualitative content analysis of these two works, the emphasis is
on social issues, lack of facilities, poverty, superstition, and naivety. In "The
Mourners of the Shovel," we are faced with a problematic population, and in
"Bitter Sugar," we are faced with the individuality of individuals. "Bitter Sugar"
has a more complex economic structure and deals with the details of historical
events, while "The Mourners of the Shovel" is more symbolic, and this reflects
the structural differences in the two works and the way they influence and are
influenced by society. The importance of this research lies in using a new
approach in the analysis of literary works, the explanation of which leads to a
better understanding of the place of literature in reflecting and criticizing social
conditions.

Research Method

In the present study, the content of the two novels "The Mourners of the Bale"
and "Bitter Sugar" has been examined with an analytical and descriptive
approach. The author's method in this study was to use record-taking, note-
taking, and library research and studies.

Research Findings

The novels "Bitter Sugar" and "The Mourners of the Bale" are two prominent
and famous works that reflect the social, cultural, and historical conditions and



89 / A study of social and cultural components in the novels...

transformations of their specific period. Understanding literary texts is a
complex process that combines linguistic structures, semantic features,
aesthetic dimensions, and the reader's interpretation skills, and emphasizes the
dynamic and multifaceted nature of receiving the text. The characters in the
story of The Mourners of the Bale do not have a distinct function individually,
most of them act collectively, and do not reveal their individual identity until
the problematic hero emerges.

In the first story, the main character is a rural teenager named Ramadan, who is
poor, kind, illiterate, and heavily dependent on his mother. The characters in the
second story are Nasir and his cousin, who also belong to the lower class of
society. Both are rural, poor, and illiterate, and they endure whatever happens
to them and consider it as fate. In the eighth story, Islam is the thinking brain of
the village, responsible and helpful, but he does not know customs and religion
well; he has a passive and willless personality; he often conflicts and doubts
between his priorities and those of others, and this hesitation appears as a
weakness of character in him, and he is a victim of his circumstances and
environment. In the story of Bitter Sugar, the only character who has a
prominent presence in all three seasons is Mirza Bagher. Despite the narration
of his life story and some of his inner and outer characteristics, his character is
not capable of emerging as a problematic hero. Mirza Bagher is a dynamic and
active person, but due to his wrong nature and being an only son; he commits
every forbidden act; He has a hateful and indifferent personality; he is
inherently a human being with low and negative tendencies, he also shirks the
responsibility of his wife and two children. His actions are entirely negative.
Despite descriptions of his life, internal and external characteristics, and his
actions, Mirza Bagqir cannot be a problematic hero. Due to his nature and wrong
behavior, he commits negative acts and shirks his family responsibilities.
According to Goldman, the "problematic hero" embodies the inherent
contradictions in capitalist society. This character, who is often an intellectual
or artist, struggles with the alienation and dehumanization that capitalism
creates, while at the same time participating in its power structures and
exploitation. The hero of modern novels has evolved and is not like the hero of
old novels, but is an ordinary person who arises from the context of society and
is struggling with the problems and issues of the day in society. In the modern
novel, we are not faced with extraordinary actions and events. The main goal of
the modern novel is to highlight the root of the problems that arise from society
and are inextricably linked to social issues.

Conclusion

According to the qualitative content analysis and the extracted components, the
lack of facilities, poverty, superstitions, and naivety are emphasized most in
Azadaran Bil. These factors have caused the objectification of some characters
and led to alienation from themselves. In general, neither the story of Azadaran
Bil nor in Bitter Sugar does not have a concerned and problematic hero. In
Azadaran Bil, we encounter the population and "problematic characters",
although the issues are naive and superficial, limited to daily livelihood. Saedi
has helped to deepen the characters and the issues they struggle with by using
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irony and symbolism. Due to the specific conditions of life, these people are a
symbol of the conflict between tradition and modernity, love and hate, and
death and life. For this reason, such challenges have led to the emergence of
many contradictions in the minds and thoughts of these characters. The novel
Bitter Sugar also expresses the sufferings of the people of the late Qajar period,
It depicts the issues and problems of women in a special format. This story,
with its bitter theme, has caused the author to sometimes use a humorous tone
and language to attract the audience. He has highlighted the social problems
and troubles of his time by mocking them. In each of the two stories, we
witness that the authors seek to criticize the society and the social and
economic conditions of their time in every way. One with bitter language and
realistic images and the other with the use of a humorous tone has led to the
understanding and believability of the problems and reflection on the causes of
their formation.
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