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Abstract

In Masnavi-ye- Ma'navi , Rumi (Mawlana) has used the conceptual metaphor of
light as a lingual tool for extending the meaning and cognitive concepts. That's the
reason why in carrying out the current study, the third book of Masnavi has been
studied thoroughly. The main question of the present study is given as follow. "How
can the conceptual metaphor of light in Masnavi be congruent with contemporary
approach of cognitive linguistics?" In this regard, interesting findings were
concluded and several meanings of the word light were obtained connoting life
giving,foresight the warrior of world of kingdom.prosperity of existence. light of

heart and vision and so on. Due to huge quantity of Masnavi , only the third book of
that was under study for exemplification and modeling. After deep analysis of the
third book of Masnavi , 90 couplets were selected. The word light was counted
101 times in the couplets.

According to studies done by Lakoff and Johnson, it was proved that metaphor
usage is not merely seen in literary tests. They argue that metaphor is actually
rooted in thinking and language is one prominent tool for reflecting it. That's why in
cognitive linguistics, metaphor is generally referred to as an idiomatic term
covering understanding a concept, a conceptual area or another conceptual domain.
By this explanation, metaphor occurs in the form of an origin — destination pattern.

Keywords: light, conceptual metaphor, the third book of Masnavi, Lakoff and
Johnson.
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