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Abstract
This study aimed to examine the impact of socio-cultural factors, including cultural
capital, media consumption, attention-seeking, and socio-economic status, on the
social identity of youth in Oshnavieh. The research's theoretical framework is drawn
from the perspectives of Giddens, Bourdieu, Gerbner, Goffman, Jenkins, and Tajfel,
integrating approaches from cultural sociology, social psychology, and media studies.
The research employed a survey (quantitative) method, and data were collected using
questionnaires. The statistical population consisted of all youth aged 15 to 29 residing
in Oshnavieh, and the sample comprised 375 individuals selected through stratified
multistage sampling. Structural equation modeling and correlation coefficients were
used to analyze the data. The findings revealed that cultural capital, media
consumption, attention-seeking, and socio-economic status explain 36%, 32%, 40%,
and 41% of the variance in social identity among youth, respectively, and all four
variables have a positive and significant effect at a 99% confidence level on the
dimensions of social identity (gender, ethnic, national, and religious). The results
indicate that the social identity of youth in Oshnavieh is influenced by a complex
combination of cultural capital, media consumption patterns, attention-seeking
behaviors, and socio-economic conditions, and these factors can interact to reinforce
or moderate identity formation. By focusing on border and multi-ethnic areas and
simultaneously analyzing multiple socio-cultural factors, this study fills gaps in prior
research and can serve as a guide for cultural and social planning to strengthen youth's
social identity.
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