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Abstract

The present study investigates the role of the government's attracting or repelling
factors in social participation for environmental protection. As a social issue, the
environment is one of the most important natural phenomena, and the crisis poses
problems for human and even non-human life. The method of this research is
qualitative and grounded theory. In this study, interviews were conducted with 24
environmental experts. The process of selecting targeted participants and determining
their number was determined by reaching data saturation. The interviews were coded
using MAXQDA 2020. "Functional collapse" was chosen as the central category. This
category refers to the current situation of the role of the government in attracting or
repelling social participation in environmental protection, in which the actions taken
are carried out without careful, expert, and continuous planning, and these actions
themselves have negative consequences for the environment and reduce social
participation and social capital in the environmental field among citizens. The results
of the research show that the role of the government in damaging the environment is
greater than the role of citizens, and government intervention, whether through
granting privileges to exploit and extract natural resources to private companies or
rent owners or in the field of environmental management and monitoring, has caused
dissatisfaction in society and the loss of social capital regarding environmental
protection and preservation, and a sense of belonging to the country's national
resources and wealth.
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