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Abstract

This study aims to descriptively and analytically examine the representation of
moral education components in elementary textbooks. Employing a meta-synthesis
method and Roberts’ six-stage framework, data were collected from domestic
scientific articles and international publications in the period 1394-1404 in the
Solar Hijri calendar (corresponding to 2015-2025 in the Gregorian calendar). The
research population consisted of articles related to moral education in elementary
textbooks from databases including Noormags, Civilica, Web of Science, Scopus,
and Google Scholar. From 87 identified articles, 43 were selected through
purposive sampling based on methodological quality and thematic relevance. Data

were gathered using research memos, with coding conducted independently by two

researchers to ensure validity and reliability, resolving discrepancies through
consensus. Data analysis utilized open coding and qualitative thematic analysis.
Findings revealed that moral education components encompassing responsibility,
human virtues, emotional self-awareness, and cultural-religious values are
systematically represented through diverse tools such as narrative stories,
illustrations, practical activities, classroom dialogues, and role-playing games.
Three main patterns emerged: multimodal representation (combining stories,
images, and activities), interactive representation (group activities and dialogues),
and context-based representation (linked to Islamic-lranian culture and daily
needs). These patterns facilitate deep, experiential learning and strengthen students’
cultural identity. However, the limited representation of ethical skills in emerging
contexts, such as the digital environment, underscores the need for content revision.
This study offers a novel framework for enhancing educational content.
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