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The concept of khiyal (the imaginative or imaginal faculty) is one of
the most intricate and multifaceted notions discussed across
epistemology, ontology, and anthropology, each of which assigns it a
distinct significance. The relationship between the murid (disciple) and
the murad (spiritual guide) is among the central relationships in the field
of mysticism. In this study, using a descriptive—analytical method, we
examine the role of the faculty of imagination in shaping this
relationship. The findings indicate that the disciple, through the
operation of this faculty, is able to learn the correct spiritual path from
the guide and follow it accordingly. Moreover, purification is identified
as the disciple’s most essential quality. Both outward and inward
purification are received from the guide, and this reception becomes
possible through the imaginal faculty. Through this same faculty, the
guide can exercise full spiritual supervision over the disciple—both
outwardly and inwardly—throughout the course of the disciple’s
spiritual journey.
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