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The concept of the pir (spiritual master) is one of the fundamental and
essential topics in mysticism and in all esoteric perspectives worldwide. For
the seeker of the spiritual path (salek), the presence of a guide or master is
necessary to help him/her progress and reach the ultimate goal. In different
religions, various criteria and characteristics have been presented for the
master, and he has been referred to by different titles. In the Eckankar school,
the perfect master is referred to as the Mahanta, and specific qualities are
ascribed to him. The present study, using a descriptive—analytical method,
seeks to examine the position of the Mahanta (in Eckankar) and the pir (in
Islamic mysticism), and by comparing the two, investigates their similarities
and differences. The main research question is whether the characteristics of
the Mahanta correspond to those of the pir. The general findings indicate that
despite certain similarities in the nature and functions of the pir and the
Mahanta, due to the fundamental differences between the two schools
regarding the concept of monotheism (fawhid), there are also many significant
differences. In fact, the Mahanta, within the humanistic worldview of
Eckankar, represents a polytheistic being whose position conflicts with
monotheistic principles.

Keywords: Eckankar, Mahanta, Islamic Mysticism, Pir.
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