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Objective: Curricula are the most important element of education in the higher 
education system. In the meantime, the process of designing and developing 
curricula, although it is the most important part in the process of specifying 
curricula, has received less attention. Evaluation of designed and developed 
curricula leads to improvement of the processes of designing and implementing 
curricula in universities. The purpose of the present study is to identify the current 
status of the evaluation of the process of designing and developing curricula in 
the higher education system. 
Methods: This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and data-
driven method. The statistical population includes all agents involved in the 
higher education curriculum, who were selected through purposive sampling of 
the criterion-based type. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews 
with seventeen university professors and six directors of educational groups. In 
order to analyze the data, open, axial and selective coding methods were used. 
Lincoln and Cuba criteria were used to ensure validity and reliability. 
Results: The gap in evaluating the process of designing and developing curricula 
was organized as a central category and causal conditions (including areas such 
as; unbalanced evaluation of curriculum design, inconsistent development of 
curricula, weakness of curriculum quality evaluation standards in higher 
education, and quantitativeness in the curriculum design process), contextual 
factors (including areas such as; macro policy areas, contextual factors related to 
the Ministry of Education and academic fields), strategic factors (including areas 
such as developing comprehensive evaluation standards, networking, creating a 
change and reform mechanism, participatory design and development approach, 
realism, and layered mechanism), intervention conditions (including areas such 
as curriculum implementers, university educational structure, and level of 
support), and strategies and consequences (weaknesses in the curriculum design 
and development process) of the organization. 
Conclusion: According to the findings, it can be concluded that the current status 
of evaluating designed and developed curricula in higher education is not 
appropriate, and in this context, it is necessary to develop standard criteria for 
evaluating designed and developed curricula and create the necessary structure 
for evaluating designed curriculam. 
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