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Background and Objectives: Questioning and inquiry play a central and
pivotal role in students’ education, serving as a guide for understanding
and grasping concepts. Accordingly, one of the essential functions of
education is to cultivate inquisitive students. This study aimed to examine
the effect of a research-based teaching approach on the questioning skills
of first-grade secondary school students.Methods: The population of this
study consisted of all male first-grade secondary students in Langarud
County during the 2021-2022 academic year. Using purposive sampling,
20 students were selected as the sample. Data were collected through
observation, behavior checklists, Heydari’s Inquiry Disposition
Questionnaire, and student surveys. The research-based teaching approach
was implemented for one hour per week over a period of four months in a
section of the Persian language curriculum.Findings: The main factors
contributing to students’ weak questioning skills included shyness in
asking questions, fear of being ridiculed by peers, and teachers’ emphasis
on memorization-based learning rather than comprehension-based
learning. By adopting the research-based approach, students’ questioning
skills increased from 65.77 to 144.15, indicating a significant
improvement. Conclusion: Overall, the findings suggest that the research-
based teaching approach enhances students’ inquiry disposition and
improves academic performance in Persian language lessons. This
teaching approach can be employed by teachers in schools across the
country to foster students’ questioning skills.
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