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Abstract

The aim of this study is to critically examine methodological naturalism from the
perspective of Islamic education. For this purpose, a descriptive—analytical method has
been employed. Naturalism is of two types: (1) metaphysical or philosophical naturalism,
meaning that nothing exists beyond the natural world, such as God and the soul; and (2)
methodological naturalism, meaning the provision of a framework within which scientific
research on the laws of nature can be conducted. It is claimed that religious scientists may
also adopt methodological naturalism while remaining theists. However, with the unveiling
of the metaphysical presuppositions of methodological naturalism, it ultimately leads to
philosophical naturalism. From an educational perspective, this study argues that from the
viewpoint of monotheistic education, and given the educational impact of habit (as an
important pedagogical method), a scientist who adopts methodological naturalism as
his exclusive research method will ultimately become a secular scholar. With reference to
Qur’anic verses, it is demonstrated that such an outlook contradicts the divine perspective
and diverges from a monotheistic way of life. The religious outlook of a monotheistic
scientist should positively, rather than negatively, influence his research, since value-free
knowledge is nearly impossible. Therefore, he must avoid methodological naturalism in his
scientific investigations.
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