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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives:: This study aims to examine the impact of
student-teachers’ sense of belonging to Farhangian University on their social
Keywords; education and its role in shaping their professional identity as future teachers.
Engagement The research seeks to demonstrate how belonging can serve as a key factor in
enhancing social participation, internalizing educational and social values,
and developing professional attitudes among teacher candidates. Method:: A

Student'!'eachers descriptive-analytical approach using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
Farhangian was employed. Data were collected through two researcher-developed
University questionnaires: one measuring sense of belonging with 31 items across six
Teacher dimensions (support from faculty and university officials, participation in
Identity. university activities, perception of respect and justice, positive feelings
1 .Corresponding  toward the university, personal attachment, and academic engagement); and
author another assessing social education with 12 items across three dimensions
£ (social participation, value internalization, and critical thinking). Content and
K_hamidizadeh construct validity were confirmed, and reliability was verified using
@cfu.ac.ir Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of 0.84 and 0.81, respectively. The statistical
population consisted of 2,558 student-teachers enrolled between 2021 and
2024 at Farhangian University in Markazi Province. A sample of 334
participants was selected using simple random sampling. Finding:: Results
indicated that sense of belonging to the university significantly influences the
formation of professional teacher identity both directly and indirectly
through social education. The mediating role of social education was found
to be substantial in transferring the effects of belonging. Additionally, faculty
support, academic engagement, and positive perceptions of the university
were identified as key contributors to enhancing both social education and
professionalidentity.Conclusion:: Strengthening student-teachers’ professi
onal identity and social education requires the development of supportive
institutional structures, increased opportunities for academic and social
participation, and the creation of a dynamic, ethical, and value-driven
university environment.
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