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ABSTRACT

Background and Purpose: This study aimed to investigate the teaching qualifications and
competencies of student teachers in theology education at the undergraduate level at Farhangian
University. Given the importance of preparing professional educators, the research focused on
identifying core components of effective teacher training in religious education.

Methodology: The study adopted a qualitative approach using grounded theory, specifically
Strauss and Corbin’s method. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 13
participants, including academic experts, executive practitioners, and knowledgeable elites. The
participants were selected purposively and through snowball sampling until theoretical saturation
was reached.

Results: Data analysis followed three coding stages—open, axial, and selective—leading to the
development of a paradigmatic model. This model outlines essential areas of competency,
including enhancement of specialized and cognitive abilities, self-acceptance, emotional
awareness, problem-solving skills, multiple literacy development, formation of professional
identity, teaching skill advancement, personality and psychological traits, reinforcement of value-
based and spiritual aspects, communication and technical-professional skills, and effective conflict
management in educational environments. To ensure research trustworthiness, Lincoln and Guba’s
criteria—credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability—uwere applied.
Conclusion: Farhangian University holds strong potential in enhancing the professional
qualifications of its student teachers. Based on the findings, actionable recommendations are
proposed, including optimizing existing resources and establishing Education Development
Centers on each campus to support structured competency-based training for theology education.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose: In recent decades, the vital role of teachers in shaping the trajectory
of educational systems has gained increasing recognition, particularly in subject areas imbued
with cultural, spiritual, and ethical significance such as theology. In the Iranian context,
theology education at the secondary level plays a central role in the transmission of Islamic
values, the development of students’ religious identity, and their spiritual growth. As such,
theology teachers are expected to possess not only deep academic understanding but also a
range of professional competencies that enable them to respond to diverse learner needs,
manage classrooms effectively, and integrate values-based education within modern
pedagogical frameworks.

Farhangian University, as the primary institution responsible for educating future teachers in
Iran, occupies a strategic position in developing these competencies. Despite this, there is a
notable lack of comprehensive, research-based frameworks focused specifically on the
qualifications and competencies required of theology student teachers. This study addresses
this gap by examining the professional qualifications and teaching competencies of theology
student teachers at Farhangian University, aiming to construct a grounded theoretical model
that reflects the lived experiences and insights of teacher educators and practitioners in this
field. The primary goal is to identify and theorize the core competencies needed for effective
theology teaching, including pedagogical proficiency, emotional and spiritual maturity, critical
thinking abilities, and the development of professional identity. A secondary aim is to
formulate practical recommendations to enhance the curriculum and training environment of
theology education programs within the university.

Methodology: This study employed a qualitative research design grounded in the principles of
grounded theory, using the model developed by Strauss and Corbin. This methodological
approach was selected for its strength in generating theory directly from empirical data,
especially when examining complex social and professional phenomena such as teacher
training. The research sample consisted of thirteen participants selected through purposive and
snowball sampling. These included eleven university faculty members who specialize in
theology education and two experienced theology teachers working at the secondary school
level.

Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews, which provided the flexibility
necessary to explore participants’ experiences and perspectives in depth. The recorded
interviews were transcribed and subjected to systematic analysis through three phases of
coding. The open coding phase allowed for the identification of initial concepts from the data.
This was followed by axial coding, in which these concepts were organized into categories and
subcategories based on their interrelationships. Finally, in the selective coding phase, a core
category was identified and a theoretical model was developed around it. To ensure the
credibility and trustworthiness of the findings, the study employed Lincoln and Guba’s four
evaluative criteria: credibility, dependability, transferability, and confirmability.

Results: The analysis of interview data led to the development of a paradigmatic model
comprising five interconnected components that collectively describe how professional
competency in theology education is cultivated. The first component, causal conditions,
encompasses the foundational elements necessary for the emergence of professional
competence. These include cognitive and subject-matter knowledge—such as mastery of
theological content, the ability to critically interpret Islamic texts, and a grounding in ethical
leadership—as well as personal attributes like self-awareness, emotional resilience, and a
reflective mindset.
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The second component, strategies and actions, describes the processes through which student
teachers actively work to enhance their professional capabilities. These include the cultivation
of emotional intelligence, the development of problem-solving skills, and the acquisition of
multiple literacies—ranging from digital and media literacy to cultural, political, and
interpersonal literacy. This component also involves the formation of a coherent professional
identity that aligns personal beliefs with educational responsibilities.

The third component, contextual conditions, refers to the situational factors—both internal and
external—that influence the development of these competencies. Participation in reflective
practices, peer dialogue, micro-teaching, and professional workshops all contribute to
pedagogical growth, while individual traits such as intellectual curiosity, ethical commitment,
and a sense of purpose further shape the learning experience.

The fourth component, intervening conditions, highlights factors that can either facilitate or
hinder the competency-building process. Chief among these are spiritual and value-based
competencies, such as deep theological understanding and the embodiment of religious values
in daily practice, as well as cultural and social competence, which enables teachers to respond
to the diverse backgrounds and spiritual concerns of students with empathy and wisdom.

The final component, outcomes, captures the positive changes resulting from the interplay of
strategies and contextual influences. These include improved communication skills, the ability
to present abstract theological content in accessible and engaging ways, and enhanced conflict
management strategies that contribute to classroom harmony and inclusive discourse. At the
center of the model lies the core phenomenon: professional qualification and competency,
which emerges through the dynamic interaction of these five components. The model
emphasizes the multidimensional nature of preparing theology teachers who must serve
simultaneously as educators, mentors, moral exemplars, and critical thinkers.

Conclusion: The findings of this study underscore that professional competence in theology
education is not limited to mastery of content knowledge but also includes emotional, ethical,
and spiritual dimensions. While many theology student teachers possess adequate subject
knowledge, they often struggle with challenges such as self-doubt, difficulty managing
classroom dynamics, and the lack of effective communication strategies to engage students in
meaningful discussions. These issues point to a disconnect between the current curriculum and
the complex, value-laden demands of theology teaching. To address these challenges, the study
proposes several recommendations aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of theology teacher
education at Farhangian University. These include the establishment of specialized centers for
theology pedagogical development, the revision of the theology curriculum to incorporate
experiential and problem-based learning, and the integration of modern educational
technologies to foster interactive, multimedia learning environments. In addition, greater
emphasis should be placed on academic societies and student research groups that can nurture
intellectual community and spiritual growth. Long-term professional development should also
be prioritized, through mentorship programs, interfaith dialogue sessions, and reflective
workshops that help student teachers navigate the moral and spiritual complexities of their role.
In conclusion, this study makes a significant contribution to the discourse on teacher education
in Iran by offering an empirically grounded framework for understanding and developing the
competencies of theology student teachers. The proposed model serves as a valuable resource
for teacher educators, policymakers, and curriculum designers who seek to create responsive
and holistic teacher education programs. By attending to both the technical and spiritual
dimensions of teaching, Farhangian University has the opportunity to educate future teachers
who are not only knowledgeable and skilled, but also compassionate, reflective, and morally
grounded.
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