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ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Background and Objectives: Education unfolds within the context of society
Research Article and culture. The conflict between Islamic and secular environments can create

tension and stress in educational settings. Functional interference among
Received: 2025/05/23 institutions—such as politics, religion, family, and mass media—often arises as
Reviewed: 2025/05/31 each seeks to impart its own principles and values. In such interactions, conflicts
Accepted: 2025/06/05 emerge, and typically, the more dominant entity prevails. Islamic education is not
Published Online: exempt from this dynamic. This article aims to analyze and compare the objectives
2025/06/10 of Islamic education in Malaysia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran. Methods: This

Pages: 137-160 study was conducted using George Bereday’s comparative education

methodology. Findings: The results revealed that, despite numerous similarities,
the pursuit of such objectives has taken on distinct characteristics in each country.
A key commonality is that the dual education system represents an attempt to
accommodate religious families within the margins of a secular social
mainstream. The countries studied have predominantly adopted an educational
policy of tolerance and compromise, rather than one of social reform. The findings
identified nine (9) similarities and five differences among the countries examined.
Conclusion: The author suggests that an ecosystem approach, if realized in the
long term, could offer a way for local educational systems to overcome isolation
and marginalization. Today, drawing on insights from education specialists, it
must be acknowledged that the role and influence of the environment on the
educational process in schools and universities is more significant than ever.
Educational policy cannot overlook the continuity and interconnectedness of the
educational institution with other neighboring ecosystems. This article concludes
by proposing strategies to help administrators and teachers navigate the existing
dualities.
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