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Abstract

Introduction:The question of the nature of law is among the foundational discussions in
the philosophy of law, examined alongside topics such as the basis for the binding force of
rules, underlying values, the objectives of legal rules, and the distinction between legal,
moral, and religious rules. In response to this key question, different schools of thought have
presented diverse viewpoints. This writing, focusing on the school of legal realism, analyzes
and explains the concept of law from the perspective of this school.

Method:This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method through a
library study of sources related to the philosophy of law and legal realism. In this regard,
after gathering theoretical data, the views raised within the framework of the realist school
have been analyzed and inferred.

Findings:The conducted investigation shows that legal realists, in answering the question
"What is law?", emphasize the pivotal role of extra-legal factors in the judicial process.
From their perspective, legal rules are fluid and flexible not only in justifying decisions but
even in their formation and causation. In this view, judicial intuition and the judge's personal
understanding play a fundamental role in the formation and practical realization of law.
Accordingly, realists define law not as a fixed and predetermined set, but as the outcome of
the performance and decisions of legal authorities and institutions. In other words, law is
what these authorities in practice say and do, and before a final ruling is issued in a specific
case, one cannot speak of the definitive content of the law.

Conclusion:The school of legal realism, with a pragmatic view based on the observation of
judicial processes, considers the nature of law to be dependent on the actions and practical
decisions of competent authorities. Based on this perspective, law is not a static and isolated
phenomenon, but rather a dynamic outcome of various legal and extra-legal factors that
emerge in the judicial decision-making process. This approach emphasizes the active role
of the judge and the influence of non-textual elements in shaping the law.
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