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Abstract

This study aims to identify and rank the factors contributing to economic Corruption in public
procurement using a thematic analysis approach and the Fuzzy TOPSIS technique. The
primary goal is to provide a structured framework for better understanding this phenomenon
and identifying key components influencing procurement processes. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews with experts in the field and by reviewing credible
documents and reports.

The findings indicate that the factors contributing to corruption are categorized into three
main groups: individual, legal, and structural. Within the individual category, issues such as
lack of commitment among procurement officials, collusion with vendors, and insufficient
skills were highlighted. In the legal domain, ambiguities in regulations, excessive
discretionary powers of procurement officials, and the absence of deterrent laws were
identified as significant challenges. Finally, in the structural category, the lack of
transparency, inefficiency of oversight institutions, and the monopolistic nature of certain
procurement activities had a significant impact.

The final ranking, based on the Fuzzy TOPSIS model, revealed that conflict of interest,
inefficiency of oversight institutions, monopolistic procurement practices, collusion between
procurement officials and vendors, and lack of transparency were the most influential factors
in fostering corruption. These findings underscore the importance of enhancing transparency,
revising legal frameworks, and improving oversight efficiency in reducing corruption.

The study recommends that future research explore the role of advanced technologies and
e-government initiatives in promoting transparency and reducing corruption. Additionally,
focusing on organizational culture and training procurement officials can be an effective step
in preventing corruption. This research provides novel insights and an effective tool for
designing reform policies and combating corruption in public procurement.
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