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It is common to investigate Mashruteh’s era via the books and papers of those known as
“intellectuals”. However, there are other booklets whose authors can be categorized as
intellectual. The importance of these booklets is that their authors are not influenced by the
new ideas which were pervasive in Europe and they are simply the description of the
society in that period. Hence, they are good sources to obtain firsthand information about
the different aspects of Iran’s society in the Qajar era. In this paper three booklets, the
“Qazvini booklet”, “Majdiyeh booklet”, and “Suggested booklet of a Diwani”, from the
economic point of view are investigated. Our study shows that from the first two booklets
the lack of bread, the chaotic situation of the military members, and the senselessness of
the property rights were important issues and the third booklet emphasized the military
problem too. But another important issue that is described in the “Suggested booklet of a
Diwani” is the story of the unsuccessful attempt of the government to establish factories
that are not compatible with the resources of Iran. Based on the discussion of the author,
this problem arises because Iran did not have a comparative advantage in producing those
products. Generally, the results show that the economic problems that were discussed in
those booklets had a unique root, the senselessness of property rights.
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1. Introduction

During the Qajar period, Iran faced numerous economic and social challenges that
ultimately contributed to the emergence of the Constitutional Revolution and significant
political transformations. Many analysts believe that public dissatisfaction and social
changes during this period were directly linked to economic issues and the political
structure of the time. Various researchers have analyzed the economic conditions of Iran
during the Qajar period. This study examines three important treatises from the Qajar era:
"The Qazvini Treatise”, "The Majidieh Treatise,” and "The Suggested Book of a
Bureaucrat”. These three treatises approach the issues of the country from an economic
perspective and highlight the problems Iran faced at the time. This research analyzes these
treatises, comparing them with classical economic theories, particularly the theories of
Adam Smith and David Ricardo, to show the role economic issues played in the formation
of the Constitutional Revolution.

2. Theoretical Framework

The analysis of these treatises is based on two sets of classical economic theories and
political philosophy. First, the economic theories of Adam Smith and David Ricardo
regarding international trade and the comparative advantage of countries form the
theoretical foundation for this research. Adam Smith's theory of absolute advantage
emphasizes that each country should specialize in producing goods for which it has an
advantage and import those it cannot produce efficiently. This theory is particularly relevant
when analyzing the production of goods in Iran, such as candles and ropes, where the
country did not have a natural advantage. On the other hand, David Ricardo’s theory of
comparative advantage argues that even if a country does not have an absolute advantage in
the production of any good, it can still benefit from trade by specializing in goods for which
it has a comparative advantage.

The second theoretical framework draws on the political philosophy of Hobbes and Locke
regarding the role of the state. According to these philosophers, the primary responsibility
of the state is to provide internal and external security and protect the rights of its citizens.
This idea is crucial in understanding the failure of the Qajar military and its implications for
Iran’s internal security and social unrest.

3. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, examining and analyzing the content
of three treatises: "The Qazvini Treatise", "The Majidieh Treatise," and "The Suggested
Book of a Bureaucrat". These treatises, written at different times during the Qajar period,
address the economic and social problems of the country from their respective authors'
perspectives. The analysis begins with extracting key data and points from the texts and
then applies the theoretical frameworks of classical economics and political philosophy to
interpret these findings. The focus of this research is on a critical and comparative analysis
of the authors' viewpoints on the economic theories of Adam Smith and David Ricardo, as
well as the political and economic issues of the time.

4. Research Findings

The findings indicate that the major economic problems highlighted in these treatises,
particularly in the areas of security, property rights, and industrial policy, played a
significant role in the social unrest of the Qajar era. The main issues identified include the
following:

1. The Unstable Condition of the State’s Military

One of the key issues discussed in "The Suggested Book of a Bureaucrat" is the ineffective
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state military and its failure to ensure internal and external security. The author points out
that the military was always hungry and poorly equipped, and even if financial issues were
addressed, these forces were unable to maintain the country's security. This inefficiency,
especially during times of internal or external crises, contributed to increased public
dissatisfaction. According to Hobbes and Locke’s theories, the primary function of the state
IS to ensure security, and without the ability to provide this, the legitimacy of the state is
undermined.

2. Issues Related to Property Rights and Corruption of Officials

Both the "Qazvini Treatise” and "The Majidieh Treatise” emphasize problems with land
ownership, the confiscation of farmers' property, and the exploitation of the public by
officials. These treatises point out that the lack of property rights security and the corruption
of state officials led to the decline of agricultural production and economic crisis. The
imposition of heavy taxes and the illegal confiscation of property not only discouraged
production but also resulted in a growing sense of injustice.

3. Failure of Industrialization Policies

In "The Suggested Book of a Bureaucrat”, the author criticizes the state’s industrialization
policies, which aimed to reduce Iran’s dependency on foreign goods. However, these efforts
failed due to a lack of attention to the country's comparative advantage. For example, the
establishment of candle-making and rope-weaving factories is cited as a case where
excessive expenditures failed to produce goods efficiently. These factories were unable to
compete with foreign production, and the country’s resources were wasted. This failure
highlights the importance of understanding comparative advantage in industrial policy.

5. Discussion and Results

The findings suggest that the economic problems faced by Iran during the Qajar period
stemmed from three main factors: (1) the failure to provide internal and external security,
(2) the lack of property rights and widespread corruption among officials, and (3)
misguided economic policies, such as the attempt to establish industries in areas where the
country had no comparative advantage. According to Adam Smith and David Ricardo’s
theories, countries should specialize in producing goods for which they have a comparative
advantage and import goods for which they lack such an advantage. This idea is implicitly
addressed in "The Suggested Book of a Bureaucrat”, where the author suggests that Iran
should focus on trade in goods where it has a comparative advantage, rather than pursuing
industries that are not suited to its economic conditions.

Furthermore, according to Hobbes and Locke’s political philosophy, the state’s primary role
is to ensure security. When the Qajar government failed to secure the country and the
military was unable to function effectively, the legitimacy of the state was undermined,
leading to widespread social unrest and ultimately contributing to the Constitutional
Revolution.

This study concludes that the economic and social challenges faced by Iran during the
Qajar period, particularly in the areas of security, property rights, and industrial policy,
played a crucial role in the emergence of the Constitutional Revolution. If the Qajar state
had paid more attention to economic issues such as property rights and comparative
advantage, the country’s economic situation might have unfolded differently. Additionally,
the failure to provide security and the corruption of state institutions led to a loss of
legitimacy, which triggered social unrest. The findings of this study underscore the
importance of considering the role of the state in economic policy and the need for reforms
that address both the economic and political needs of the country.
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