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Iran’s joining the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has been one of the most important
issues in Iran's political economy in recent years, and there has been a wide discussion
among officials in this field. In this debate, the economic and political consequences of
this joining have been paid attention to; each of the parties emphasizes special points. This
research aims to analyze the Effective Factors on the policy agenda of Iran's joining the
Financial Action Task Force. Kingdon's multiple streams framework is used to achieve
this aim. Research data was extracted from the scientific article, reports, and interviews of
officials published in the media, and analyzed based on the qualitative coding method.
Research findings are organized based on three main streams affecting the agenda
according to Kingdon's framework. In the problem stream, reviewed the events related to
the Financial Action Task Force and its actions on Iran. In the policy stream, the positive
and negative consequences of Iran's joining the Financial Action Task Force are
considered, and in the politics stream, factors such as changes in officials and public
opinion in this field are emphasized. Results illustrate that Iran's joining the Financial
Action Task Force is influenced by all three streams, and policymakers must consider all
three factors at the same time.
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1. Introduction

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an intergovernmental body that has issued 40
recommendations aimed at combating money laundering, terrorist financing, and financing
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Iran's joining this group has different
arguments. Iran's falling into the trap of restrictive financial laws, the selective treatment of
Iran by influential members of this organization, the efficiency and limitation of Iran's
behavior in circumventing sanctions, and the limitation of support for the Axis of
Resistance are among the negative consequences of Iran's joining this group, the promotion
of economic transparency at the international level, the removal of some obstacles in the
field of financial transactions, and the facilitation of foreign investment are positive
consequences. This research aims to analyze the Effective Factors on the policy agenda of
Iran's joining the Financial Action Task Force. Kingdon's multiple streams framework is
used to achieve this aim.

2. Theoretical framework

The Multiple Streams Framework (MSF) is a prominent approach for analyzing public
policymaking processes. It emphasizes the unpredictable and complex nature of policy
development, proposing that three distinct, yet interconnected streams influence the
process: Problem Stream, Policy Stream, and Politics Stream.

3. Methodology

The research has used a qualitative method to analyze the data based on qualitative coding.
The data includes research papers, reports, and interviews by political officials that are
reflected in the media. The sampling method from the study population is purposive
sampling. Research findings are organized based on three main streams affecting the
agenda according to Kingdon's framework.

4. Findings & discussion

The present study examines and categorizes the factors affecting the agenda of Iran's joining
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) based on three categories: the problem stream, the
policy stream, and the politics stream, and each of its currents and examples is described
below. Based on the statements of officials and related reports, the current state of the issue
of Iran's joining the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has been described.

In the problem stream, the most important factors have been identified in eight headings:
the membership of 40 countries and two international organizations in the initial form and
the increase of member countries (215 members), the recommendations of the Financial
Action Task Force, Iran's inclusion in the blacklist and then the gray list, the removal of Iran
from the recommendation. Countermeasures of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
increasing the cost of banking transactions, increasing the exchange rate, and Iran's
membership in the BRICS and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

In the policy stream, ten items have been considered as the most important factors in the
policy process: Preventing corruption and increasing economic transparency, compliance
with international standards, preventing banking self-sanctions and reducing the risk of
money transfers, coordination in the fight against money laundering, creating economic
opening, paving the way for foreign investment, transparency of financial transactions, the
existence of similar domestic laws, paving the way for information and financial influence,
and self-sanctioning of defense institutions.

The politics stream in which 17 items have been identified: the ideological confrontation
between the supporters and opponents of joining the Financial Action Task Force, the need
for economic development and the transition from sanctions, joining the Financial Action
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Task Force as a tool to respond to economic demands, concluding the JCPOA, two
narratives of defeat and victory, the Financial Action Task Force as an espionage apparatus,
maintaining the country's intelligence security, the relationship between economic sanctions
and joining the Action Task Force Mali, the US withdrawal from the JCPOA, the obligation
of world powers to join the Financial Action Task Force, the conflict in the definition of
terrorism, the 11th, 12th, and 13th presidents, the ninth, tenth, and eleventh parliaments, the
perception of Iran as a global threat by the United States, the warning of China and Russia
to cut off financial relations, the early presidential elections of 2024, the businessmen of
international sanctions, and the reaction of European countries to Iran's position in the
Financial Action Task Force.

5. Conclusions & suggestions

In the literature of political economy, there has been a wide debate among officials about
Iran's joining the Financial Action Task Force. This research categorized three factors in
Iran’'s joining the Financial Action Task Force. Based on the results, it can be said that Iran's
joining FATF is influenced by three streams: problem stream, policy stream, and the
politics stream. policymakers should consider all three factors at the same time.

In the problem stream, the events related to the FATF and its actions on Iran, in the
policy stream, the positive and negative consequences of Iran's joining, and issues such as
changes in domestic officials and public opinion in this regard have been emphasized in the
politics stream. This approach considers the confluence of these currents as the cause of the
formation of the policy window and decision-making about Iran's joining the Financial
Action Task Force.
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