Center for Strateglc Research

https://jmsp.ir E-ISSN: 2345-2552
Vol. 13, No. 2, Issue. 50, Summer 2025 Received: 2024/06/27 Accepted: 2025/02/04

Research paper

An Analysis of Factors
Influencing Internal Migration
In Iran

Yaghoub Fatemi Zardan * Ahmad Bakhshi 2
Mahdi Mohammadzadeh 3

1. PhD in economics and economic expert. General Department of Economic Affairs
and Finance of South Khorasan

2. Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran (Corresponding author).

Email: bakhshi@birjand.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Management, Business Management, Birjand
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Birjand, Iran

Abstract

Understanding the factors and reasons influencing migration can assist
countries in policymaking and planning to alter migration trends.
Accordingly, this study aimed to examine the effects of various factors on
migration. For analyzing economic factors, variables such as per capita gross
domestic product (GDP) and the misery index (the sum of unemployment
and inflation rates) were employed. Social factors were analyzed using the
Gini coefficient and the share of educational expenditures in the government
budget. Political factors were represented by the good governance index,
external factors by a sanctions dummy variable, and environmental factors
by the rainfall index. To estimate the effects of these variables on migration
in Iran, an autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) model was utilized over
the period 1980-2022. The study's findings revealed that economic factors
had the most significant influence on migration compared to other factors.
In the short term, per capita GDP was the most influential variable, while in
the long term, the misery index had the greatest effect on migration.
Moreover, political factors were identified as the second most critical
determinant of increased migration in the country. Additionally, the results
indicated that social and external factors also had considerable impacts on
migration, whereas environmental factors did not show a significant effect
on this variable.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Migration is defined as the temporary or permanent movement of
individuals or groups of people from one geographical location to another.
Migration has existed for centuries and is driven by economic aspects,
natural disasters, social and political factors, population growth,
urbanization and wars. Migration can lead to many undesirable results for
countries, such as the reduction of labor and the flight of human and physical
capital. Therefore, knowing the factors and motivations of migration can
help countries in the direction of policies to change the migration process.
For this purpose, in this research, we tried to investigate the effects of the
influencing factors on migration.

Methods and Material

To examine the economic factors, GDP per capita variables and misery
index (sum of unemployment rate and inflation rate), for social factors, Gini
coefficient variables and the share of educational expenses from the
government budget, for political factors, the good governance index, for
external factors, the virtual variable of sanctions, and for environmental
factors, the rainfall index was used. Also, to estimate the effects of these
variables on Iran's migration, the ARDL model was used in EViews10
software for the period of 1980-2022. To extract the data, the information of
the Central Bank of Iran, the Statistics Center of Iran and the World Bank
have been used.

Results and discussion

The results showed that among the investigated variables, the variables of
the share of educational expenses (from the government budget) and the
rainfall index are stationary at level, and the other variables are stationary
with one-time differentiation. Also, there is Cointegration between research
variables. Furthermore, The results of the research showed that in the short
term, GDP per capita and in the long term, the misery index had the greatest
effect on migration. Therefore, economic factors have had a greater effect
on migration than other factors. After economic factors, political factors
were identified as the most important factors of the country's migration. In
addition, the results showed that social and external factors also had a
significant impact on country migration, but environmental factors did not
have a significant effect on this variable. Also, the coefficient of the error
correction model was obtained equal to -0.25, which indicates that 25% of
the imbalances are adjusted in each period in the path of moving from the
short term to the long term. The results of this research are consistent with
the findings of Paul and Bagchi (2023), Dustmann et al. (2023), Urbanski
(2022), Carbajal & Calvo (2021),,Rozbahani et al. (2022), Niazi et al.
(2022), Moameri et al. (2022), Motaghi (2014), Jantan (2014) and Akbari et
al. (2014)
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Conclusion

According to the results, it is necessary for policy makers and planners to
take necessary measures to improve economic conditions, control inflation
rate, reduce unemployment rate, increase purchasing power of society,
increase per capita income and economic stability in order to prevent the
migration of more people abroad. Also, without a doubt, one of the main
reasons for the country's problems is incorrect and unscientific policy
making, insistence on continuing wrong policies, non-transparency of
programs, lack of proper implementation of policies, and other such factors.
It is necessary for policymakers to provide conditions to move towards
better governance and to minimize the adverse consequences of past
policies. In addition, it is necessary to plan to improve the social situation of
the country's social inequality, such as class differences, and to put
diplomacy on the agenda in the field of foreign relations to minimize the
cost of sanctions.
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