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Extend Abstract

Introduction

The third millennium is the millennium of urbanization and its expansion over
time fulfills the expectation that the planet will become a metropolis. In this
transition, the position of urban planning becomes stronger. Planning, which is
political in nature. The decisions of urban experts on the allocation of resources
for infrastructure and specific stakeholders have political consequences and often
lead to the maintenance or change of power. Often these decisions lead to the
formation and change of urban places under the influence of various factors,
including economic, social, political and cultural. Political spatial planning as a
strategic tool in land management and sustainable development plays a key role in
creating geographical balances and balanced distribution of resources. In this
regard, studying the successful experiences of developed countries can be a model
for other societies. Sweden, as one of the leading Scandinavian countries in spatial
management and local development, provides an outstanding example of adopting
planning policies to local conditions and comprehensive development.
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Research method

This study aims to investigate the political spatial planning in Sweden with an
emphasis on municipalities. It uses a descriptive-analytical method based on
library and documentary data. It introduces and describes a successful example of
urban management and political planning of space for cities. It tries to analyze the
role of political spatial planning in local development by emphasizing the
experiences of Sweden and its applications for policymaking in other countries.

Finding

The Swedish experience shows that political spatial planning goes beyond the
geographical distribution of resources and includes regulating relations between
government institutions, civil society, and the private sector at different national
and local levels. By emphasizing comprehensive planning, local participation, and
decentralization, this country has succeeded in creating a structure in which
economic, social, and environmental benefits are provided simultaneously. Sweden
uses legal and policy tools such as urban planning law and regional policies to
regulate land use, reduce regional inequalities and strengthen local capacities at
three levels: national, regional and local, through the participation of civil servants,
politicians, academics, experts and representatives of local associations and
organizations. One of the distinctive features of Sweden’s experience in political
spatial planning is its emphasis on spatial justice. By designing policies for the
balanced distribution of public services, infrastructure and economic opportunities
in different regions, this country has been able to prevent excessive concentration
in large cities and strengthen sustainable development in rural and underserved
areas. The focus on social and environmental justice, along with economic
efficiency, has created a comprehensive approach to local development in which
all sectors and social groups participate. In other words, the legal policy in Sweden,
as a successful example of the implementation of political spatial planning, has led
to the correct formation of numerous freedoms, including; The idea and rights of
citizenship are enshrined in the constitution in the form of the formation of
municipalities and the law of parliamentary government called the Riksdag. The
municipalities have become a place for government representatives and civil
society organizations to meet to carry out the arts and deliberative democracy, and
the government and civil society have become a part of the transition from the
nation-state relationship to a new governance with a high percentage of
participation among all residents of this area.
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Conclusion

This study shows that political spatial planning can be an effective tool for
achieving sustainable local development, provided that it is designed and
implemented based on the principles of participation, justice, transparency and
multi-level coordination. The Swedish experience shows that combining planning
policies with local development and the use of advanced technologies can lead to
a reduction in inequalities and an increase in the quality of life in the national and
local levels. This approach is a valuable model for countries such as Iran that face
similar challenges in the spatial distribution of resources and regional
development. This country has achieved proper implementation of spatial
planning by distributing power proportionately and reducing the level of
administrative-governmental corruption through the participation of parties and
civil groups, and has practically proven the successful implementation of bottom-
up approaches.

Keywords: Political Spatial Planning, Urban Management, Municipalities,
Sweden.
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