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Classification of Courtship Types in Persian Love Poems

Samaneh Jafari*!, Hadi Khadem Arabbaghi?

Abstract

One of the most important types of lyric poetry in the Persian literary
tradition is the romantic system. Romantic stories, as stories that have
a similar narrative context, generally have similar themes and
elements. These narratives are rooted in the dynamics between two
principal poles namely, the lover and the beloved and the analysis of
the interactions between these two dimensions provides an appropriate
tool for examining their narrative structure. In this context, the
foundational action of the lover, which typically occurs upon the first
encounter with the beloved, marks the initiation of a process that may
be regarded as the central complication of the narrativey a gesture
that, by establishing the desire for union, propels the subsequent
events of the story. Within such a process, thelact of fdesiring the
Other= is not merely a stage of human interaction, but rather emerges
as a narrative knot endowed with semantic weight and functional
significance. This initial act serves to fix the positions of the lover and
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the beloved within the narrative system: the lover is transformed into
the agent in pursuit of union, and the beloved into the desired object.
By relying on morphological and structuralist approaches, one can
recognize and analyze this key stage within romantic narratives. In the
present study, after presenting a new model of the structure of poetic
love narratives in Persian literature, by selecting thirty relationships
from these poetic systems, one of the most important stages of these
relationships, namely the stage of the lover's request for the beloved,
has been examined in terms of the motive for the request, the form of
the request, the nature of the request, and the types of requests for
response.

Keywords: Romantic poetry; romantic story; romantic relationship;
morphology; courtship.

Introduction

Research Background

In earlier Persian literary scholarship, several studies have attempted
to classify and analyze the morphology of Persian romantic stories.
However, unlike Vladimir Proppes structuralist approach\ which
aimed at formulating a comprehensive model for the typology of
folktales\ these studies have generally been case-specific and
confined to a limited number of works.

Among the few investigations that, contrary to the dominant trend
in morphological studies, have endeavored to propose broader
structural classifications for Persian romantic narratives, the following
may be noted: Zolfaghari (2012) conducted a study on the
fClassification of Persian Romantic Epics~; Vaezzadeh (2016)
pursued the fTypology of Persian Romantic Narratives~, and
Arabnejad and Toghyani (2016) focused on the fMorphology of the
Romantic Tales in the Sha hna meh~.
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In addition to the conventional morphological analysis of Persian

romantic epics largely derived from Vladimir Propp«s Morphology of
the Folktale (1928), Northrop Frye (1976), in his The Secular
Scripture: A Study of the Structure of Romance, has approached the
subject from a different perspective, offering theoretical insights into
the structural characteristics of romances.
Another notable attempt at an indigenous morphological analysis of
recurrent elements within a single work is found in Ghadam-Ali
Sarami«s The Color of the Flower to the Pain of the Thorn: A
Morphology of the Tales in the Shahnameh. This book presents a
nuanced morphological study of narrative elements in the
Sha hna meh, including, where relevant, the romantic tales embedded
within the epic.

It should be noted that the majority of studies attempting a
comprehensive classification of Persian romantic epics have not
independently examined the structural elements and functions inherent
in these texts. Even when such elements have been considered, the
approach has typically been limited to applying Proppian morphology.
In contrast, the present study seeks to develop an indigenous model
and typology for Persian romantic literature by adhering to the
principles of morphological analysis and the methods of structuralism.

Goals, Questions, and Assumptions

This study investigates one of the most fundamental functions in
Persian romantic epics namely, the expression of desire and longing
between lovers. The principal aim is to offer a new typology based on
Persian romantic epics in order to provide a more precise and nuanced
account of this key narrative element within the genre. By doing so,
the research intends to lay the groundwork for developing an
indigenous morphological theory rooted in the corpus of Persian
romantic narratives.
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In line with this objective, the article seeks to address the following
two research questions:

1. How is the courtship represented in the tradition of Persian
romantic verse narratives, and to what extent can the diverse
manifestations of this phenomenon be systematically explained?

2. If it is possible to classify the various modes of courtship in
Persian romantic epics, from which analytical perspectives can this
phenomenon be evaluated, and what patterns of similarity and
difference emerge?

To answer these questions, the study evaluates the following two
hypotheses:

1. Romantic narratives as reflected in Persian love stories, given
their shared narrative contexts, tend to follow structurally similar
patterns; such narrative homogeneity may enable a more accurate
morphological analysis of the functions and constituent elements
within these texts.

2. The diverse modes through which desire for union between
lovers is articulated constituting one of the central components of
romantic narrative structure can, on the basis of the above assumption,
be classified and comparatively analyzed, leading to a provisional
typology that captures both their convergences and divergences.

Main Discussion

One of the most enduring and historically significant genres of Persian
literature is the romantic narrative, which has predominantly been
transmitted in verse form. Throughout the literary history of Iran,
numerous studies in Persian literary scholarship have emphasized the
lyrical essence of these works. Zolfaghari likewise reflects this
traditional perspective in his definition of Persian romantic epics,
stating: "romantic epic are extended forms of lyrical poetry. In the
Ghazal, the theme of love is alluded to briefly, whereas in the
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romantic epic, the same theme is expanded and developed into a
complete narrative™ (Zolfaghari, 2020, p.19).

To better understand Persian romantic epics as narrative constructs
rather than merely as a subgenre of lyrical poetry, it is more
productive to conceptualize them as romance-like narratives, akin to
the medieval Western romance tradition. Providing an exact and
comprehensive definition of the term romance, one that is both
inclusive and exclusive is exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, due
to the wide range of interpretations associated with it. the term today
encompasses a variety of fictional forms, "from Gothic novels and
popular love stories to the scientific romances of H.G. Wells"
(Baldick, 2001, p.221). Nevertheless, romances tend to share certain
narrative features. "these works are predominantly fictional and
imaginative, often highly emotional, and are typically based on heroic,
romantic, or adventurous events, filled with passionate scenes, strong
emotions, and unreal elements whose occurrence the reader could
scarcely conceive as possible™ (Jafari Jozani, 1999, p.11).

This study seeks to analyze the narrative structure of one of the
most prevalent elements in Persian romantic romances namely, the
expression of desire between the lover and the beloved, which
facilitates the establishment of their bond. To this end, the Persian
romantic epics under examination are first introduced, with the actual
or approximate dates of composition for each text identified.
Subsequently, through the formulation and explanation of new
classificatory categories, the study evaluates thirty selected
relationships extracted from these texts from four analytical
perspectives: the motive for the request, the form of the request, the
nature of the request, and the types of requests for response.
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Conclusion

An analysis of thirty selected relationships from Persian romantic
epics reveals that in 23% of the cases, the initiator of desire is a
female character a notably significant figure given the cultural
constraints surrounding female agency. Furthermore, given the social
structure in which men are the formal agents in initiating marital
unions and family formation, it is observed that in most cases where a
woman assumes the role of the initiator, the underlying motivation is
sensual fulfillment. Conversely, in the 77% of cases where the
initiator is male, the motivation is predominantly oriented toward the
formation of a marital bond.

In terms of the form through which desire is expressed, direct
propositions occur with higher frequency. Regarding the type of desire
expression, 90% of instances involve voluntary initiation; only one
instance of involuntary desire and two instances of suppressed or
unexpressed desire are recorded. These figures appear consistent with
the lyrical nature of the genre and the narrative necessity for
emotional progression.

With respect to response types, in approximately 70% of the cases,
the desire is met with voluntary acceptance, resulting in the formation
of a reciprocal romantic bond. In 13% of the cases, voluntary rejection
occurs, and the lover«s pursuit remains unfulfilled; in most of these
instances, another central romantic relationship continues within the
narrative. Instances of coerced rejection and coerced acceptance
account for only around 7% of the data set an observation that
underscores the relatively marginal narrative role of the beloved«s
agency and highlights the limited representation of active female
subjectivity within the framework of Iranian cultural tradition.
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Table 2: The frequency of types of request motivation, forms of request,
types of request, and responses to requests in romantic relationship

& Calg e | S SO | ekl |5 Gdle | sy
Sl g el Sl |l O s
Gy G|l | e 8 | S |05 5 Ok )
ol 650
Gl GBS | alsst | el | amelS |05 spRey | Y
el s
SR walpmsgt | e | eS| 03 | s sk | T
Sk 4l g
Sk G| st | el d | Ky 30 sdb ¥
Sk R sy,
R R e L sy S0 | sdkdes | O
Sk RS A
Sy GBS | anlge s | el | L > 25| 7
ol b3 R
- Al pe - - > sl Y
Nl e
e s bl > 3 3 A
= Sl =
Ry G|l | el | eS| e | e |8
= e
- S e - - s | ososte |0
el i
S GBS | wnlsta st | el d | sy 03 sanly |
3 TS A
Ry G|l | i L2 e | sl | Y




sl BTl s

T B O I - S T 3,0 5ol Y
sl BTl S8

Doy Ga | Al g (s &frls 3,0 5 drw VY
Sk O gles

Doy Ga | Al g s smels O3 5 ol A
Sk dl!
3y G Azl 9553 g5t v s 3, s 5 \$
sl BTl BY3YY
G| alptgt | it Loz | 2 s | WY
sl sl Oy

Pty GBS | et | i | Ly sp | sles e | VA
ol ETeI)
3, S a4 9 r,.E;.M L s 3, 9 ol V4
ol Tl e

D GBS | a0 i L s > sy | T
ol Tl ALY

Grrdy G|l | e L sp | st |
ol “ ey ) TS ALY

s

Doty G| wul g | el s | asmelS | o soms | WY
ol el

Sy GBS | a0 i L > soms | Y
Sl ETeI) 358

B O e L s > soms | TF
ol ETeI) L
3, G algms | i ] > 3545 | Y0
ol ETel) L

S G| st | el pd | sy sp | s0sles | VP




VEF oo s 5T 80 5 led O Jlu wole Slusl 5 oK 3 dolials gs

ol BTl TP

Sk G| st | el d | Ay s | sEs | Y
sl el )

Sy GRS | el gt | el s | Ly 3% selea | YA
Sk BTl Oslen

B e e VT S IC e B
ol LSls IS
3, G et E el B e Y S I B
ol ENG

Sl Ol e Sl edal s G b 51 aS das e 0L Y aled Jgde

s b 5l el le o el osily L Sl 55K 5l

ol ol il @ S 13 eslinad 350 ia aetes Ghas Ceals
el ol 2 el £ 58 o SOV O By GRS 5 el el 23 g

G| )jf.,\.a C‘y‘ )‘ &:’_JA )‘ L;JA‘)J: 3.,\3)‘)).3)3 J’.’.) ‘_;La)byu

Sl B (slae 5SS g1l 0N Sl g
chart 1: Types of request motivation

YA«



ol g5 IS 6152l g
Chart 2: Types of forms of request

el B 151l gl
Chart 3: Types of request

YA



VEF oo s 5T 80 5 led O Jlu wole Slusl 5 oK 3 dolials gs

Sl 5 Gy 15312 515 0
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