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Joint Work or Exclusive Work?

Intellectual Property Rights of Academic Theses
and their Research Outputs in Iran with a

Comparative Study
Abstract

The intellectual property rights of dissertations in the Iranian
educational system face conceptual, fundamental and
philosophical challenges. It can be inferred from the content
of the regulations of the Ministry of Science and Islamic
Azad University that dissertation is considered a joint work
between the professor and the student, commissioned by the
university. Nevertheless, the application of the concepts of
"joint work™ and "commissioned work" to academic
dissertation is faced with serious doubts and the legal
framework governing research and the papers derived from it
is subject to criticism. This text, using a descriptive and
analytical method, with reference to the philosophy and
principles of intellectual property rights, seeks to strengthen
several interrelated claims with a look at the rules of higher
education systems in some countries and the opinions of the
Administrative Justice Court. Firstly, the intellectual property
rights of dissertations generally belong to the student, unless
there are exceptional cases. Secondly, the intellectual
property rights of a paper derived from the work also belong
to the student, and the term derived paper is distinct from a
paper co-authored by the professor and the student. Thirdly,
the intellectual property rights of the work belong to an
institution or university when the student has been funded by
that institution to carry out their research project, or if the
student has carried out a significant portion of their research
work using the resources and facilities of that institution.

Keywords: IP Rights, Dissertation, Joint Work, Derived
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