Received: 31 August 2022
Received in revised form: 23 October 2022

Accepted: 2 November 2022

Language Related Research
E-ISSN: 2383-0816
https://Irr.modares.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.48311/LRR.16.6.7

The Semiotic-semantic System of Simile:
Discursive and Perceptual-phenomenological
Aspects

Farhad Mohammadit

Abstract

The process of simile formation is based on the simultaneous operation of two
paradigms: selection and combination; The selection of phenomena and their
combination with the aim of conceptualizing and producing meaning. Each of the
components of the simile, in both axes of selection and combination, functions as a
network in a meaningful and meaningful relationship. Therefore, the relationship of
simile structures creates a specific semantic system in which each of the structures is
considered a sign and plays a specific semantic role. The issue of this research is to
examine the signifying system of simile and explain the process of its elements being
signified in order to determine how a discourse system emerges in the form of simile and
the process of producing meaning in it. For this purpose, it is shown through an
analytical-descriptive method how the poet, in the role of subject, interacts with the topic
(= tenor) as an object in a specific situation, and the result of this interaction is a mental
perception that is determined by the vehicle (= image). The results of the research
indicate that from a semiotic-semantic perspective, simile has a semiotic system, and this
system is associated with discursive, phenomenological-perceptual aspects, and the
dynamic flow of meaning.
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1. Introduction

In addition to its structural and artistic dimensions, simile is also very
important from a cognitive and ideological perspective and finding the
meaning of its main elements helps to understand the poet's intellectual and
mental structure. All conceptual information that can be obtained from a
simile indicates the existence of a cognitive dimension of the simile and that
what is expressed in the simile has cognitive value; Because the poet uses
simile as one of the conceptual schemas and linguistic possibilities in order to
express her/his perceptions and thoughts in an objective and tangible form.
What makes poets' similes different is their ideological dimension and
semantic system. The issue of the present study is to analyze and explain that
simile is semantic system whose perceptual and phenomenal aspects place the
flow of meaning in a discursive space and give it a discursive aspect.

Research Questions
This research seeks to answer these two main questions:
What aspects does simile have from a semiotic-semantic perspective?

What is the status of the flow of meaning in simile?

2. Literature Review

Studies related to the review of this topic can be divided into two categories:
1- The work that has been done on similes; 2- Materials related to the field of
semiotics. Regarding the first group, it should be said that simile, as one of the
most common expressive and illustrative tools, has been the subject of
discussion among rhetoricians since the very beginning of rhetorical
discussions and has an extensive history. As it has been discussed in all books
on rhetoric, and researchers have mostly expressed common points about it.
Shafiei Kadkani (2001) has examined the development of simile in detail and
with a critical approach, which is considered a significant source for
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familiarizing oneself with the history of simile studies and discussions. For
theoretical research on semiotics in Persian literature, we can refer to the
books Semiotics of literature: theories and practices of literary Discourse
Analysis (2016) and Semiotics of Discourse Analysis (2006) by Shairi.

3. Methodology

Selection and combination are two important paradigms in the process of
creating a simile, each of which is somehow related to the poet's thoughts,
emotions, and mentality. The functioning of these two paradigms is
proportionate and in line with the poet's intellectual and emotional sphere.
Two concepts or phenomena are selected as topic (= tenor) and vehicle (=
image) from among all available possibilities, and through their combination,
the poet's perceptions and experiences are expressed. The paradigm of
selection is effective in both the topic (= tenor) and vehicle (= image)
elements, and discursively and semiotically, the selection of topic (= tenor) is
related to the subject-poet's mentality and mental images, and the selection of
vehicle (= image) is also for objectifying the image and thought that is
imprinted in the poet's mind. Therefore, the choice paradigm represents the
perceptual and phenomenal aspects of analogy. There is a processual
relationship between composition and the production of meaning. The two
main elements in the simile, each considered alone, are devoid of meaning,
capable of accepting various definitions and phenomena; But when they are
placed on the axis of combination, a new meaning is formed as a result of their
intersection (= combination). The convergence of the two paradigms of
selection and combination in simile creates perceptual, discursive, and fluid
aspects in it. In fact, these two paradigms imply the process of leaving a closed
space and entering a dynamic signifying space in simile. Accordingly, the
flow of meaning in simile does not have a closed space, but rather an open and
fluid space, and signs of absoluteness and indeterminacy enter the interactive
system of discourse formation.
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4. Results

Considering that every poet has a cognitive system that is the source of the
selection and combination of the elements of her/his similes in the production
of meaning, finding the signification of meaningful signs in his similes is an
approach to her/his cognitive-ideological system and the construction of
discourses arising from this system. Each simile has three meaningful signs,
by understanding which, on the one hand, we can understand the process of
conceptualization and production of meaning in the simile, and on the other
hand, we can understand the poet's discourses:

topic (= tenor): In the dimension of selection, it is important from a
semiotic-semantic point of view because the poet's mind's attraction to it
among countless concepts and phenomena indicates its importance as an
object for the poet-subject, meaning that the phenomenon was present in the
poet's mind and became internal to her/him. The identification of topic (=
tenor) in the axis of combination is also an explanation of its determination
through its connection with another phenomenon (= similarity).

vehicle (= image): It is a sign that, by finding its significance in both axes
of selection and combination, an understanding of the subject's emotional
reaction to the object is obtained, and the process of forming the semantic
system present in the simile will be understandable. The vehicle (= image) is a
directional and purposeful selection that is in line with the poet's intended
thoughts, feelings, and values regarding the simile.

point of resemblance (sense): It is a sign of meaning produced by the
presence of the subject with the object in a specific situation. The point of
resemblance (sense) shows how two phenomena from two different fields are
semantically related, and by analyzing its semiotics, we can understand the
central point of the poet's intended discourse.
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