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Abstract

The present article examines the challenges in the ‘substance dualism’
approach to explaining mental causation. Substance dualism, by separating
mind and body into two distinct realms, faces serious difficulties in
explaining how the mind influences the physical world. Generally, the
challenges of mental causation can be examined from two perspectives:
some problems (such as the problem of causal interaction and the pairing
problem) have been raised assuming substance dualism of mind and body.
Others have been shaped under the influence of views such as physicalism.
This article, using a ‘descriptive-analytical’ method, after examining the
problems of mental causation, analyzes some responses and viewpoints that
can potentially solve these problems.
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