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Abstract

The question of ‘knowing other minds” is one of the most controversial topics
in cognitive, social, and epistemological sciences. Phenomenologists, like
their rival school, i.e. analytical philosophy, have attempted to provide a
suitable answer to this problem. Unlike analytical philosophers, they believe
that there is no gap or duality between the human mind and body. The human
mind is embodied, and its mental intentions, which are manifested through
the body, are directly and immediately accessible through ‘empathy,” without
the need for any reasoning or theoretical effort.

This research has attempted to describe and explain this viewpoint using
the ‘library’ method, and to evaluate the aforementioned viewpoint from
the perspective of Islamic philosophy using an ‘analytical-critical’ method.
Finally, it concludes that from the perspective of Islamic philosophy,
contrary to the phenomenologists’ view, the knowledge of the vast majority
of human beings about other minds is of the acquired (husuli) and mediated
type, which requires reasoning and intellectual effort. In this course, the
knowing subject, supported by the ‘epistemological probability’ theory,
can achieve a reliable degree of knowledge with the help of their
background beliefs and prior understandings concerning humanity, the
social world, and the person in question, as well as valid data obtained
through existing circumstantial evidence. They can then adhere to this
knowledge until newer data with a higher degree of probability emerges.
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