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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

From the perspective of Halliday and Hasan, "context™ encompasses
all extralinguistic factors that are related to the text. They used the
concept of "role” in order to present a definition consistent with the
linguistic system, one that demonstrates the alignment between lexical
and grammatical choices and the context. They categorized the role of
language in society and in the text into three groups: ideational
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metafunction, interpersonal metafunction, and textual metafunction.
In the first role, they discuss "content,” in the second, "social
relations," and in the third, "the manner in which language is used in
context." Through this classification, Halliday and Hasan not only
identify the meaningful parts of the situational context but also
demonstrate how the relationship between the context and the form of
language operates. Text and context are complementary and
presuppositional of each other; the text both creates and is produced
within its context. Writers and speakers, through texts produced in
specific contexts, construct, alter, and reconstruct contexts. The
context of meaning determines the type and content weight of the text.
The classification of mystical language has long been a focus of
mystics, who have considered various structures for it. Each
classification takes into account criteria such as the speaker's state, the
manner of conveying meaning to the audience, the subject of speech,
and so on. Different categorizations, such as "language of expression
and allusion,” "language of the empowered and the defeated,"
"language of the intoxicated,” and "language of the sober," result from
the consideration of these criteria. The language of Sufi writings, from
the beginning to the end of the seventh century, has continuously
undergone significant changes due to various factors, referred to as
"situational context" in this study. This research focuses on the
classification of mystical language into "empowered" and "defeated."
Accordingly, the selection of the studied corpus aligns with this
classification. Based on the statistical population of the research, the
representation of mystical experiences in the speech of Sufi writers is
summarized in three methods. First, works that are directly expressed
from the first-person singular perspective. In these works, the
"experiencer" is the author, who recounts their mystical experiences
at the request of disciples or a group of mystics. In the second type,
the author, due to certain circumstances, attributes their mystical
experiences to a specific group of mystics and indirectly represents
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their experiences. In the third method, Sufi writers, through symbolic
and allegorical expression, aim to convey their intended ideas to the
audience.

2. Literature Review

This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on
the ideational metafunction framework, examines the representation
of mystical experiences in Sufi writings. It seeks to answer the
question: How does the dominance of each linguistic role in these
texts influence the way linguistic processes are applied? With this aim
in mind, after analyzing the situational context of the discussed works,
the ideological strands of these texts were selected and analyzed based
on the participation of the "experiencer."

The foundation of this research's analysis is the methods of
participation of the "experiencer" in the ideological strands of the
selected texts. This approach aims to determine which linguistic roles
emerge in the writings of each Sufi under the influence of factors such
as the "motive for representation” and the "characteristics of the
mystical experience." Additionally, it seeks to identify the primary
linguistic tools used by the author to represent these experiences.
Other research questions can be posed as follows:

e What is the relationship between the “characteristics of mystical
experiences” and the "method of their representation” from the
perspective of ideational metafunction?

« Is there a meaningful connection between the stages of revelation
("before, during, and after") and the way linguistic processes are
applied?

3. Methodology

The method and stages of this descriptive-analytical study are outlined
as follows; however, this method has been applied differently in each
of the selected works based on the structure of the text:
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e Study of the worldview of "Kashf and Shuhud" and its
prerequisites;

o Examination of the situational context of the works under
discussion;

e Analysis of the worldview of Sufi writers in the context of "Kashf
and Shuhud™;

o Brief study of the stylistic features of the selected works;

o Examination of the manifestation of each linguistic role in these
works;

o ldeational analysis of the ideological strands based on the
participation of the "experiencer."

4. Results

The language of Sufi writings in the era of "Kashf and Shuhud" is a
fusion of "empowered and defeated" language, and the determining
factor in the direction of the text toward one of these two types is the
"author's motive for writing the experience." When the author has no
objective other than recounting the experience, and the "state and
orientation of the audience toward the text" is not a criterion for them,
the defeated language prevails. In this type of writing, the
characteristics of defeated language, such as "ambiguity and
interpretability,” "personal language and inventive style,” "strange
imagery and inventive symbols," and "concealing the worldview," are
clearly evident. Each of these characteristics, depending on the subject
matter, manifests differently in various texts. However, when the
"persuasive role of language" dominates over other roles, the
empowered language becomes the predominant language of the text.
In such cases, features such as "adherence to formal discourse and the
tradition of Sufism," "formal language and static style,” "closed and
one-dimensional text,"” and "metaphor, parable, and narration" are
observable in the text. The dominance of each linguistic role in the
texts of the "Kashf and Shuhud" era directly affects the application of
linguistic processes, resulting in differences in the representation of
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the mystical experiences of Sufi authors. For instance, in texts where
the persuasive role of language dominates, a significant shift occurs
from material processes to mental processes. In such texts, the
"experiencer" is active and agentive, and the verbs often have a
transitive structure and are in the past tense. The high frequency of the
declarative mood and the emphasis on certain semantic fields in these
texts indicate a sense of certainty in the author's speech. The reader's
mind, while reading these narratives, is detached from its natural space
and time and accompanies the narrator in the space where the
experience occurs. As "experiencers," Sufi writers utilize processes in
their textual structures that allow the audience to accompany and
affirm their experiences. "Material processes” have provided this
capacity in their speech; the potential of these processes is such that
the audience identifies with the "experiencer" and sees themselves at
the threshold of the experience. The author's effort in these texts must
be to make concepts and spaces tangible in order to effectively
communicate their mystical claim. The "use of mental processes"
deprives the author of this opportunity and causes the audience to
distance themselves from the dominant atmosphere of the text,
resulting in a lack of believability. Peripheral elements, like processes,
must be employed to engage the audience and enhance their
credibility. Frequently mentioning peripheral elements and providing
detailed descriptions of them can be an effective factor in this regard.
The more details are added to a process, the more the believability of
the audience increases, and their alignment with the "experiencer"
strengthens. In the context of expressing peripheral elements within
the stages of revelation, the "experiencer" follows a specific
developmental path. Initially, they utilize tangible and material
elements—"places, times, and real individuals"—to prepare the
audience’s mind for the acceptance of abstract concepts.
Subsequently, they turn to abstract and unfamiliar elements.
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5. Discussion

The results of the study indicate that the dominance of each linguistic
role in these texts directly influences the type of application of
linguistic processes and creates differences in the representation of the
mystical experiences of Sufi authors. For example, in texts where the
persuasive role of language predominates, a significant shift from
material processes to mental processes occurs. In these types of texts,
the "experiencer" is active and agentive, and the verbs often have a
transitive structure and are in the past tense. The high frequency of the
declarative mood and the emphasis on certain semantic fields in these
texts signify the certainty in the author's speech. The reader's mind,
while reading these narratives, is detached from its natural space and
time and joins the narrator in the space where the experience occurs.
This style of expression has taken on different manifestations with the
change in linguistic roles. Characteristics of mystical experiences such
as "indescribability,” "ephemerality," and "passive state" are also,
parallel to the linguistic roles, among the determining factors in the
representation of these experiences. It is under the influence of these
characteristics that Sufi writers refrain from providing a precise
description of the situation and quality of the experiences. Symbolic
expression, the high frequency of mental processes, lack of attention
to the fine details of processes, and the intangibility of peripheral
elements are the outcomes of these characteristics in Sufi writings.

Keywords: Sufi Writings, Mystical Experiences, Linguistic Roles,
Ideational Metafunction.
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