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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Whether we like it or not, we face a reality called adversity in life, and
it makes no difference what the grounds, causes, and factors are. If we
have a religious attitude towards human life and the universe, worldly
adversity will be added to the otherworldly adversity. So, we can truly
accept that human life is not free from suffering and hardships, but
rather, he is born in the midst of these hardships and must find a way
out of them. This is where we will wholeheartedly acknowledge the
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words of the Quran that "We have created man in hardship and
hardship."

How humans interact with God, with other humans, and with nature
affects human salvation. Therefore, mystics, with knowledge of such
a reality and truth, try to save humans from these troubles. Of course,
it is true that human salvation does not include structural suffering,
but the recognition of the certainty and structural nature of these
sufferings allows humans to interact with them in a positive way, at
least to avoid suffering from their lack of recognition.

Among the many Muslim mystics, Jalaluddin Muhammad Mawlavi
(604-672 AH) has made great efforts in this direction. His works,
without exaggeration, are all ways and means of saving humanity. The
Mathnawi, the Diwan of Shams Tabrizi, Maktoubat, Fiyh Mafiya, and
Majalis Saba' are all in this direction. The Mathnawi, Diwan Shams
Tabrizi, Maktoubat, Fey Mafiya and Majalis Saba' are all in this
direction. The product of all Rumi's efforts for man yesterday, today
and tomorrow can be summarized in one sentence, and that is love for
God, and man's salvation lies in that same word.

The authors assume that Rumi has a different approach to the types of
salvation, meaning that if the types and instances of salvation are
common and customary matters, then she considers salvation to be an
intrinsic value, meaning that salvation itself is the goal of conduct in
both a general and specific sense. However, if the object and type of
salvation is focused on the hereafter, then salvation becomes an
external value (morality), meaning that the seeker must act in order to
attain salvation and, through it, achieve divine union or unity with
God, because the assumption is that only the saved will reach these
degrees and goals.

2. Literature Review

Numerous books and articles have been written about Rumi and his
epistemological ideas by scholars and researchers, but as far as the
authors of this article searched, no independent research has been
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conducted on the ontology and epistemology of human salvation in
the spiritual Mathnawi. Therefore, the present research is innovative
in its kind and is an independent research. A few of the researches
conducted on Rumi's ontology and epistemology are mentioned: The
article "A Comparative Study of Epistemology and Ontology from the
Perspective of Rumi and Kant" by Afarinkia, Marzieh and Dari, Zahra
in the Quarterly Journal of Interpretation and Analysis of Persian
Language and Literature Texts (Dehkhoda)" Winter 1403 No. 62 - The
article "Ontology of the Soul in the Perspective of the Maulanas from
a Psychological Perspective" by Rozgar Mohammadi in the Journal of
Culture of Counseling and Psychotherapy - The article "Ontology of
Maulana" by Bashirpour, Habib - Haj Ebrahimi, Tahereh - Quarterly
Journal of Religious Studies, Summer 2012 - Article: “The Capture
and Expansion of Truth and Salvation in Rumi’s Mystical Words” by
Mansour Nikpanah and Ebrahim Nouri - Quarterly Journal of Literary
Textual Studies - Volume 24, Issue 85, October 2020- The article
"Rumavi's Ontological Approach to the Dissociated World of
Imagination in the First Book of the Masnavi" by Ebrahim Khani
Shadi, Bayat Mohammad Hossein, Tajbakhsh Ismail, and VVaez Batoul
in the Journal of Stylistics of Persian Poetry and Prose (Bahar Adab),
1402 (1402), Issue 3, and the book "The Passion for Truth: A Journey
in Rumi's Ontology" by Mojtaba Bashardost, 1381 (2002), published
by Rouzager.

3. Methodology

The methodology of the present study is qualitative in nature and
descriptive and analytical. First, the dimensions of human salvation in
Rumi's thought, especially in the spiritual Masnavi, are examined, and
then, using the method of description and analysis, the ontological and
epistemological pillars of human salvation, types of salvation, and
obstacles to human salvation are analyzed.
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4. Results

At the beginning of the discussion, we raised the question of whether
Rumi considers salvation to be an intrinsic value or something else?
The present study showed that Rumi examined salvation in two areas:
individual and social, worldly and otherworldly, and presented two
different opinions for them. If the subject and type of salvation are
individual and religious, then he considers salvation to be an intrinsic
value with an intrinsic desire, meaning that achieving salvation itself
will be the goal of conduct in a general or specific sense. But if the
type of salvation is personal and hereafter, then it takes on two forms,
meaning that if the seeker considers the purpose of his path to be
liberation from hell and enjoyment of divine blessings and pursues
this meaning of salvation, then it will be an intrinsic desire. However,
if the seeker's intention in his path is salvation in this world or the
hereafter, and the goal is to witness, connect, or unite with God, then
salvation will be an external desire. Because it is assumed that those
who are saved and liberated will achieve intuition, connection, and
unity with God. Accordingly, he considers man to be a being in need
of salvation but capable of it, and he also considers the world to be a
world of entanglements, and he considers morality, inspiration, and
the care of God and saints to be among the factors of salvation. In
addition, in the knowledge and semiology of salvation, he considers
politeness, firmness, patience, and forbearance to be among the signs
of salvation. In addition, he considers the failure to realize the causes
and factors of salvation to be one of the obstacles to salvation. In short,
Rumi considers salvation for mystics and seekers to be a tunnel for
connection, intuition, and unity, and for other people, he considers
salvation itself to be the goal of life.

Keywords: Human, suffering, faith, salvation, ontology,
epistemology.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Gnostic culture and tradition is one of the important discourses that
has been prevalent in our culture since the past and has maintained its
influence. This culture, under the influence of modern and post-
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modern developments, has undergone transformation and created new
spaces; Spaces that are different from the traditional view of
mysticism and sometimes criticize it. Propositions of this culture have
continued to exist in the contemporary world and in Persian literature.
Mystical culture is also reflected in contemporary novels. But over
time, it has distanced itself from the traditional spaces and has
appeared in other forms; In such a way that its effects can be recovered
explicitly or indirectly in the structure and content of some of these
novels. From this point of view, these structures are one of the
platforms for introducing mystical heritage and its study can introduce
us to it. The novel Touba va ma'ma-ye Sab (Touba and Meaning of
Night) is one of the important works of Shahrnoush Parsipour, which
has mystical elements in it.

Research Question(s)

The research questions are: How is mystical culture and tradition, as
one of the important pillars of our culture, reflected in the structure of
the novel Touba va ma'ma-ye Sab (Tuba and the Meaning of the
Night), and which elements are adapted from it? Also, what
encounters with the value of mystical heritage have taken place in the
structure of this novel?

2. Literature Review

A review of research in this field shows that although some works
have addressed the topic of mysticism in the contemporary period,
most of their focus has been on quasi-mystical tendencies.

Among other works, the most relevant is “Analysis of Dedication to
Preceptor in Shahrnoush Parsipour's Novels: Case Study of Sag va
Zéméstan-e Boland (The Dog and the Long Winter) and Touba va
ma'na-ye Sab (Touba and Meaning of Night)” (Farhadi et al., 2019),
which deals with only one of the mystical categories in this novel,
namely, devotion to the elder, and concludes that devotion to the elder
is incompatible with the evaluative spirit of man in the contemporary
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world. In Zéndéghi dar Ayyinéh (Life in the Mirror) (Yavari, 2005),
in addition to introducing the story of Tooba and the Meaning of Night
and a Jungian analysis of this story, an explanation of the structure
and texture of the book and the interconnected and interconnected
connection of the characters is presented. In the section “The Story of
Tooba’s House and the Story of Iran” from the book Persian Story and
the Story of Modernity in Iran (Yavari, 2009: 83-107), a mystical
explanation of the story of Tooba and the Meaning of Night is
presented. In “Representation of Mystical Discourse in the Novel
Jaziréye Sarghardan va Sarban Sarghardan (The Wandering Island
and the Wandering Captains)” (Safri and Zaheri, 2018), mystical
discourse is divided into three categories: traditional, modern, and
semi-modern, and the authors’ mystical perspectives and the
recognition of postmodern components in the transmission of pseudo-
mystical concepts are explained. In “Mystical Trends in
Contemporary Persian Novels (From the Thirties to the Eighties)”
(Farhadi, 2018), mystical and pseudo-mystical tendencies in
contemporary novels of these decades are analyzed. In “Investigating
the Capacities of Story Elements in Reflecting Mystical Attitudes
(Based on a Selection of Contemporary Novels)” (Dasht-e-Bash-e-
Podnak, 2019), the way mysticism is represented in the plot of the
story and the pseudo-mystical components are examined.

.3. Methodology

In the present study, an attempt has been made to identify and explain
the propositions related to mystical culture and tradition in this novel
using a descriptive-analytical method. With this review, it is possible
to present some indicators of the flow of mysticism and introduce the
place of mystical culture and tradition in the contemporary period.

4. Results
The analytical aspect of the research, which is the result of posing
questions and answering hypotheses, shows that in this novel,



