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1. Introduction
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The imaginative faculty is a dignity of the human ego and serves as
the relationship between the intellectual world and the physical world.
The power of imagination and the world of imaginal forms (‘alam al-
khayal), as one of the levels of existence, is the link and intermediary
between the intellectual world and the physical world. Discussions
about imagination have held a special place in the fields of mysticism
and philosophy. Given that all the mystics' explorations and
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revelations are realized in this world along the path of the mystical
journey and conduct, many philosophical issues are resolved in the
light of belief in the existence of this world. Rum1 offers a special
characterization for the world of imagination. Like many sages, he
uses imagination in two senses: as a level of existence (the world of
independent imagination, ‘alam al-khayal al-munfasil), and as a power
of human perception (the power of connected imagination, al-khayal
al-muttasil).

Like the Illuminationist (Ishraqr) sages, he considers an imaginal form
to be a tangible object that remains in the minds of individuals after it
disappears. When he uses it in the sense of connected imagination (al-
khayal al-muttasil), he considers its place to be within the head, and
when he uses it in the sense of detached imagination (al-khayal al-
munfasil), he considers its place to be in a world separate from the
mind (and outside this physical world). In his opinion, man, in the
early stages of his intellectual development, needs connected
imagination or the power of imagery to enhance his cognitive power
and achieve sensory recognition. This type of fantasy accompanies
people throughout the day, and it is only during sleep that a person is
free from it, while detached fantasy belongs to the world of existence,
and through it a person achieves extrasensory cognition. Rimi
believes that both types of imagination are necessary for human
growth and perfection. It is worth mentioning that the world of
imagination has also been studied and pondered in philosophy.

From the time of Al-Farabi to the present, philosophers and sages have
held diverse opinions regarding this world. Among the great
philosophers who have directly addressed this world is Mulla Sadra,
who dedicated chapters of his book, The Four Journeys (al-Asfar al-
Arba‘ah), to this subject. Under the influence of Ibn ‘Arabi, he
articulated some of his philosophical principles based on the
abstraction of imagination and was able to resolve many important
philosophical doubts in this manner. Having grounded his mysticism



13 | Ebrahimkhani & Bayat| Examining the Impact of ""Tazkirat al- ...

and intuitive knowledge on rational foundations, he was not content
with personal discovery and intuition alone. By synthesizing reason
and mysticism, he expressed the principles presented by Ibn ‘Arabi—
which were previously scattered and lacked systematic coherence—in
a coherent and rationally structured manner.

In the Book of Journeys (al-Asfar), he presented numerous arguments
to prove the existence of both connected (al-khayal al-muttasil) and
separate imagination (al-khayal al-munfasil). By proving the
abstraction of the imaginative faculty, he was able to demonstrate
physical resurrection, the resurrection of all existential worlds, and the
necessity of all beings returning to the highest origin. He considered
worldly phenomena to be "imagination within imagination” and
maintained that the soul's work is to become elevated to the world of
separate imagination and then to the world of intellects.

The central research question is: What are the commonalities and
differences between Riimi and Mulla Sadra's views on the world of
imagination from ontological and epistemological perspectives?
Consequently, this research analyzes the world of imaginal forms
(‘alam al-khayal) in the thought of Rimi and Mulla Sadra, relying
primarily on the Masnavi-ye Ma ‘navi and The Four Journeys (al-Asfar
al-Arba‘ah), to articulate the differences and similarities in their
views. In this context, it should be noted that some scholars argue that
the perspectives of Riimi and Mulla Sadra on various issues are
fundamentally distinct, considering ROmi primarily as an
epistemologist and Mulla Sadra as an ontologist.

Contrary to this theory, the author believes that the views of Riim1 and
Mulla Sadra are closely aligned on many topics. Rim1 demonstrates a
philosophical, theological, and mystical perspective in the Masnhavi.
Mulla Sadra is also a mystic philosopher. Furthermore, epistemology
and ontology share a direct and reciprocal relationship. In other words,
every ontologist is also an epistemologist, and vice versa. Therefore,
existence (wujid) and knowledge (‘irfan) are, in a sense, equivalent—
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two concepts that share a profound interconnection—and ontology
leads to epistemology and vice versa. As the level of existence is
elevated, the level of awareness and knowledge also increases.
Moreover, existence and knowledge are not separate, such that
mystics and philosophers can be categorically divided on this basis.
As a result, Rumi and Mulla Sadra are both ontologists and
epistemologists. It is also evident that both thinkers share a
fundamentally similar view of the world of imagination. Considering
that Rimi, as expressed in the Masnavi, is not a mere mystic, and
Mulla Sadra is not a mere philosopher, we can identify numerous
similarities in their perspectives on this matter.

2. Literature Review

With regard to previous studies, a considerable body of research has
been conducted on the world of imagination from the perspectives of
sages and mystics. Early investigations have examined the standpoints
of sages and mystics regarding the world of imagination, seeking to
understand its origins and nature. However, the focus of this study
differs from prior research. This research, by investigating and
analyzing the world of imagination from the viewpoints of Rtim1 and
Mulla Sadra—and with the help of its foundational principles and
properties, while relying on the Masnavi-ye Ma‘navi and al-Asfar al-
Arba‘ah—aims to illustrate the similarities and discrepancies between
their two approaches. In doing so, it seeks to open philosophical and
mystical windows for a better understanding of Rimi and Mulla
Sadra's thoughts.

3. Methodology

The present study relies on a descriptive-analytical method, and the
samples and evidence have been collected from reliable library
sources.
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4. Results
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Riimi and Mulla Sadra's views discrepancies regarding the imagination world
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5. Discussion

Two primary methods can be applied to prove the existence of the
imaginal world (‘alam al-khayal). The first is through rational
demonstration, which has been employed by philosophers such as
Suhrawardi (Shaykh al-Ishraq), Ibn ‘Arabi, and Mulla Sadra, who
used logical and disciplined reasoning to establish it as a distinct level
of existence. The second is through spiritual presence and revelation,
which sages such as Riim1 (Maulana), who were masters of the
imaginative faculty, utilized to affirm this world.

A final point to consider is that the subjects Rumi (Maulana)
illuminated concerning the imaginal world—or any mystical topic—
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are intrinsically linked to his personal experiences, which he
ultimately illustrated through examples and stories. Rimi1's primary
aim was not to present a collection of esoteric subjects intellectually
without having first experienced them. For Rumi, reaching God was
more important than theorizing about how to reach God. He did not
intend to merely present complex matters in a scientific manner
without having embodied them himself. For Riimi, attaining the state
of "Ana al-Haqq" (I am the Truth) was more essential than knowing
the theory behind it. This perspective is clearly evident throughout the
Masnavi.

6. Conclusion

The finding of this study is that Rumi addressed both the
epistemological and ontological dimensions of the imaginal world in
the Masnavi, asserting that everything visible in the physical world
has a distinct truth in the imaginal world, which can be apprehended
through multiple means. A reflection on the thoughts of Riimi and
Mulla Sadra reveals that they do not differ significantly regarding the
reality of the connected imagination (al-khayal al-muttasil), the
existence of the separate imaginal world (‘alam al-khayal al-
munfasil), or their functions. Both thinkers acknowledge the existence
of an intermediate realm—the world of imagination. Mulla Sadra and
Riimi both concur that the realm of imagination is the innermost aspect
of the material world. They agree that the intellectual realm cannot be
fully understood without imagination, as the human imagination
communicates with the separate world of imagination, receiving truths
from that realm and becoming aware of truths that were previously
unknown.

Mulla Sadra, through the concept of the soul's levels, believes that
when the soul achieves perfection, it gains the ability to create
imaginary forms through connected imagination. Conversely, Rimi,
in the context of the innate annihilation of man, suggests that a perfect
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individual can also create the world of separate imagination and in
essence, possesses the power to encompass all existence.
Furthermore, both thinkers share the same perspective on the soul and
its faculties, which include the three levels of sense, imagination, and
intellect. They also believe that the form of our actions is embodied in
the human soul and is transferred with the soul to the imaginal world
(barzakh) after death. Both affirm that beings are moving toward
perfection, with the difference that Rimi considers this evolutionary
movement to be ongoing across all worlds and directed toward
Allah—that is, occurring in both the material and immaterial realms.
In contrast, Mulla Sadra restricts this movement to the material world
alone. In other words, Rimi maintains that beings in the imaginal
world are in a constant state of renewal and motion. Regarding
substance and attributes, Mulla Sadra regards the imaginal world as a
substance that possesses manifestations, while Rim1 views it as an
attribute and reserves substance solely for the Divine Reality.
Nevertheless, Mulla Sadra and Rumi1 have different views regarding
the existence of the imaginary world. Mulla Sadra believes in the
doubt of existence, which leads him to believe that the separate
imaginary world exists. On the other hand, Rim1 considers the unity
of existence and does not believe in an independent existence for the
imaginary world. Instead, he sees it as a manifestation that reflects
essence but does not exist independently on its own.

Keywords: Al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah, World of Imaginal Forms (‘Alam al-
Khayal), Mathnavi-ye Ma‘navi, epistemology, ontology.
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