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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the realm of literary studies, the intersection of mystical literature
and symbolism forms a complex landscape with frequently indistinct
boundaries. This paper aims to scrutinize the intricate relationship
between mysticism and symbolism, while additionally elucidating
how these components coexist and shape literary narratives. Specific
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attention will be devoted to the portrayal of the feminine, particularly
the figure of "woman," whose significance is apparent across varied
literary genres, encompassing mythological, oral, romantic, and
mystical texts.

Research Question(s)

The central guiding research question for this study is: What is the
symbolic and mystical significance of the portrayal of women in
mystical literature? By unravelling the multiple layers of meaning
inherent in the imagery of femininity and exploring their implications
for comprehending broader themes within mystical literature, we aim
to reveal how these representations shape and influence our
understanding of gender roles and the spiritual dimensions of
femininity.

2. Literature Review

The literature review will embark on an exploration of extant
scholarship pertaining to the intersection of mysticism and
symbolism, particularly focusing on the portrayal of women in
variegated texts. Key works by Nizami Ganjavi, Ali ibn Osman al-
Hujwiri's Kashf al-Mahjub, Rumi's Masnavi, Sanai Ghaznavi, and
Attar Nishaburi will be scrutinized to illustrate the manifold
representational facets of femininity, unveiling cultural beliefs and
spiritual insights in the process.

2.1. Historical and Cultural Contexts

In this section, we shall delve into an exhaustive analysis of the
historical and cultural contexts that have molded the portrayal of
women in mystical literature. Through meticulous examination, we
will be able to gain a deeper understanding of the underlying themes
and recurring motifs that prevail across the different literary works.
The portrayal of women in these texts usually mirrors the prevalent
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societal norms and philosophical ideas existing during the authors'
lifetimes, thereby enriching our interpretation of their literary merits.

2.1.1. Key Figures and Their Contributions

Key literary figures and their contributions to the sphere of mystical
literature will be brought to the forefront in this analysis, with an
emphasis placed on how their portrayals of women are indicative of
the prevailing social attitudes and philosophical beliefs. Rumi's
portrayal of women, for instance, can be contrasted with Attar's,
elucidating different perspectives on notions of love, spirituality, and
the feminine divine.

2.1.1.1. Critical Lens on Gender Representation

It is paramount to approach these texts with a rigorous and critical
perspective, considering the ramifications of the depiction of gender
dynamics and the function of women as both subjects and symbols
within the narratives of mysticism. This critical stance enables us to
scrutinize the power dynamics at work and consider how these
narratives either uphold or challenge prevailing notions of gender
roles.

3. Methodology

In this study, a combination of traditional analytical methods and
content critique, supplemented by analytical critiques, will be utilized
to delve into the intricacies of the manifestations of femininity
portrayed in mystical literature. Through the integration of such
approaches, the research seeks to unveil the manifold aspects of
women's portrayals and their symbolic connotations. The
methodological strategy shall incorporate textual analysis, contrastive
studies, and thematic exploration, so as to illuminate the associative
links between diverse texts and their cultural repercussions.
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4. Results

The findings of this study unveil that the symbolic portrayal of women
in mystical texts manifests in manifold forms, encompassing the
concept of the commanding self (nafs ammara), the revelation of
divine beauty, the nurturing mother, the perfect mystic, and the
forbidden fruit. This research demonstrates that even with a cursory
investigation of mystical texts, a rich and variegated array of
perspectives regarding the notion of "woman" arises. These
interpretations range from base concepts such as the companion of the
devil to elevated notions such as the manifestation of divine beauty.
This range of symbolic representations in mystical literature vividly
communicates the profundity and intricacy latent within such works.
Each depiction does not only enrich the narrative but also beckons
readers to reflect upon their own comprehension of femininity and
spiritualism.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the significance of acknowledging the manifold
depictions of women in mystical literature has been emphasized, as it
not only enriches the narrative but also challenges and expands our
perception of gender roles within the mystical tradition. By interacting
with these texts, we can appreciate the nuanced representations of
femininity that transcend facile interpretations and encourage a more
profound examination of the spiritual and symbolic ramifications of
women's roles in literature.

Keywords: Mystical Literature; Woman; Symbol; Code.
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