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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Mysticism and the manifold concepts associated with it have been
prevalent themes in Persian literature for several centuries, having
entered poetry in the sixth century and reaching its apogee in the
seventh and eighth centuries. The Persian sonnet (ghazal) has
consistently been the most receptive format to capture these
mystically oriented ideas since the inception of mystic concepts in
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poetry. This affinity and connection can also be observed in the realm
of contemporary ghazals. Despite the shift of ghazals towards social
and political themes after the Constitutional Revolution, they
continued to incorporate mystical concepts. After Nima, some
contemporary poets adopted Nima’s recommendation to emphasize
the narrative in poetry, introducing a new form of ghazal known as the
“new-ghazal.” They sought to offer innovative perspectives on
traditional themes by challenging conventional content norms.
Mysticism and various associated concepts emerged as one of these
themes.

2. Methodology

The concept of Annihilation (Fana) is one mystical theme that has
been touched upon in contemporary ghazals. However, it appears that
there are discrepancies and parallels in the way poets conceptualize
and address this issue before and after the revolution. In this study, we
aim to delve into these dissimilarities and similarities in an analytical
and comparative manner. Our study seeks to provide answers to the
following questions:

- What discrepancies and commonalities can be observed in the poetic
perspectives of pre-Revolutionary and post-Revolutionary poets
regarding the idea of "Fana?"

- What influence have intellectual advancements in modern ghazals
had on the outlooks of poets subsequent to the revolution?

- What developments and adjustments have contemporary ghazal
authors introduced to the notion of "fana" as a result of their
familiarity with mysticism across diverse religions and schools?

It appears that the thought process and intellectual evolution of poets
after the revolution, coupled with their heightened familiarity with
mysticism in a variety of religions and schools, has led to a distinct
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approach towards this concept. This attitude, resulting from an
examination and study of divergent worldviews, signifies a
divergence from historical perspectives.

It is important to note that prior to this study, a book titled "Mysticism
in Persian ghazal" and articles pertaining to annihilation have been
penned, yet none have delved into the subject of Annihilation in
contemporary ghazal.

The domain of mysticism and its spiritual teachings can serve as a path
to emancipation and a haven for relative peace for the modern
individual. By scrutinizing the concept of annihilation, we aspire to
present a fresh perception in modern ghazal, as historical mystical
concepts, particularly annihilation, have been extensively examined in
ghazal and classical literature, yet there has been a lack of
investigation into this concept within contemporary literature.

3. Discussion and review

Pre-revolutionary ghazal poets, especially when it comes to mystical
concepts, have adopted an imitative method. Their intense admiration
for classical literature during their lifetime is indisputable and without
flaw. Furthermore, some pre-revolutionary poets such as Imam
Khomeini, Allameh Gharavi Isfahani, and Mirza Habib Khorasani had
obtained seminary training and functioned as religious jurists prior to
embarking upon their poetic pursuits. Two primary characteristics of
pre-revolutionary ghazals are the news and imperative approach in the
linguistic structure of poetry, as well as imitation of the ancient's line
of thinking. The Shiite perception of mysticism, which relies on the
event of Ashura and the notion of martyrdom, is also palpable in pre-
revolutionary ghazals, and it maintains a fully orthodox viewpoint on
annihilation.
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Following the revolution, Iranian society manifested its inclination to
transition from modernity to tradition by choosing a religious
administration. The pinnacle of the reversion to conventions was
accentuated during the time when Iran became embroiled in an
imposed war. At this juncture, poets commenced crafting poems
centered around concepts such as forgiveness, sacrifice, heroism,
martyrdom, to name a few. These later gained notoriety as "sacred
defense poetry."

It is evident that the outlook of these poets holds no divergence from
that of classical poets, who also regard "annihilation” as an imperative
for survival. Nevertheless, the approach of post-revolutionary ghazal
towards the term "annihilation” exhibits noteworthy distinctions.
From the early 1970s through the present day, the influence of
modernity has become increasingly pronounced in poetry, particularly
in the realm of ghazal, as the broadening of ghazal studies has steered
ghazal authors toward modernity, thereafter evolving into
postmodernity.

Modern ghazal writers are distinguished by two primary
characteristics: the questioning and skeptical approach in the language
of poetry, and the innovative and critical manner of thinking in the
foundations of ancient thought. Contemporary ghazal is marked by a
questioning and skeptical language, eschewing explicit discourse. The
concept of "Fana" in modern ghazals has been expressed differently,
taking into account the profound knowledge of poets and their
university education, coupled with a thorough examination of diverse
worldviews. In comparison to earlier eras, the idea of "Nirvana" has
garnered more attention, and the comparison between "Fana" and
"Nirvana" has become increasingly prominent. In the realm of ghazal
form, poets have also adopted a narrative and profound viewpoint
regarding the concepts of "Fana™ and "Nirvana.”
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4. Conclusion

The idea of "annihilation™ in pre-revolutionary ghazals took shape
through a news and imperative approach, while maintaining a view
consistent with the elders and classical literature. Pre-revolutionary
poets, characterized by their ideological stance, adhered strictly to the
views of the elders regarding "annihilation™. In contrast, the concept
of "annihilation™ in the context of modern ghazals confronts two
distinct approaches among poets:

The first approach is the poetry of revolution and sacred defense,
which, in light of the pre-revolutionary legacy, embraces a perspective
that fully aligns with Islamic mysticism in its approach to the concept
of "Fana." This approach does not notably diverge from the pre-
revolutionary ghazals. Despite this, following the war, mystical
concepts were explored within the ambit of mysticism across diverse
religions and entered contemporary ghazals from a comparative angle.
At this juncture, the notions of "Fana" and "Nirvana" emerged as
subjects for analytical and comparative scrutiny within the modern
ghazal landscape. Consequently, modern ghazal poets drew upon
"Nirvana™ as a philosophical complement to “annihilation,” thereby
expanding the cognitive horizons of their readership.

After the Revolution, Iranian society demonstrated its aspiration to
transition from modernity to tradition by electing a religious
governance. The apex of the retreat to traditional paradigms came into
prominence as lran became embroiled in an enforced war. At this
moment, poets commenced crafting verses rooted in themes such as
forgiveness, sacrifice, grandiosity, martyrdom, among others. These
later came to be referred to as "sacred defense poetry."

It is evident that the stance of these poets does not diverge from that
of classical poets, as they too regard "annihilation" as an essentiality
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for existence; however, the ghazal following the revolution boasts a
dissimilar approach to the term "annihilation.”

From the early 1970s to the present day, the influence of modernity
has been increasingly apparent in poetry, particularly in the domain of
ghazal, owing to the expansion of ghazal studies which has led poets
progressively towards modernity and ultimately into its postmodern
iteration. The questioning and skeptical approach in the linguistic
style of poetry, coupled with an innovative and critical manner of
reasoning in the foundations of ancient thought, are distinctly
characteristic of modern ghazal writers.

In contemporary ghazal, a questioning and skeptical language is
embraced, devoid of explicit discourse. The concept of "Fana" in
today's ghazals is expressed through different avenues, taking into
account the profound research conducted by poets and their higher
educational pursuits, and the inclusion of a profound understanding of
varied perspectives. Furthermore, when juxtaposing the concepts of
"Fana" and "Nirvana," "Nirvana" is now accorded greater importance.

Keywords: Persian Ghazal; Pre-Islamic Revolution; Postlslamic
Revolution; Mysticism; Annihilation.
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