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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Resale Qoshiriyyeh holds great significance in the realm of
Islamic mysticism and Sufism, and Attar Neyshaburi paid
considerable attention to this work in crafting his "Tazkirat al-
Awliya." It is not surprising to find numerous similarities between the
two works, suggesting a profound influence. Intertextual analysis of
the Resale Qoshiriyyeh and Tazkirat al-Awliya reveals the extent to
which Attar was inspired by Qoshiriy in his writings. This analysis
leads to a comparison of the thoughts, ideas, and methodologies of the
two authors. These insights will significantly inform a more accurate
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interpretation of both texts. Consequently, investigating the relations
between the Resale Qoshiriyyeh and Tazkirat al-Awliya through
Genette's theory of transtextuality appears to be a necessary and
valuable endeavor.

Research Question(s)

The research question addressed in this study is: "Which sections of
‘Tazkirat al-Awliya' establish a transtextual relationship with the
Resale Qoshiriyyeh translation, and how can this relationship be
defined using Genette's theory of transtextuality?"

2. Literature Review

While there has been research on "Tazkirat al-Awliya" in the past, no
previous studies have specifically examined the relationship between
"Tazkirat al-Awliya" and "Resale Qoshiriyyeh™ from the standpoint of
Genette's transtextuality theory.

In their 2010 article titled "The Position of 'Sharh-e Taarrof'
Comparing to the Other Sources of 'Tazkirat al-Awliya,™ Seyyed
Maryam Rozatian and Ali Asghar Mirbagheri Fard analyze how Attar
used Sharh-e Taarrof as one of his sources for "Tazkirat al-Awliyia."
Furthermore, the authors included examples of Attar's influence on
Kashf al-Mahjoob and the Resale Qoshiriyyeh within their 2010 study
to better illustrate the significance of Sharh-e Taarrof among Attar's
sources. Despite this, their article only briefly touches upon the
influence of "Tazkirat al-Awliya" on "Resale Qoshiriyyeh."

In the article titled "Type Analysis of Attar Neishabouri's 'Tazkirat al-
Awliya' with Reference to Studies of Architextuality,” Seyyed
Maryam Rozatian and Fatemeh Talebi (2016) investigate the literary
genre of "Tazkirat al-Awliya" by Attar Neishabouri. After presenting
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an overview of educational and evangelistic prose, Seyyed Maryam
Rozatian and Fatemeh Talebi categorize "Tazkirat al-Awliya" as an
educational and evangelistic Sufi prose that seeks to instruct and
achieve evangelical objectives simultaneously. They refer to "Tazkirat
al-Awliya" as an educational evangelistic prose.

In the article titled "Investigating the Paratextualit of Non-Authored
and External Texts of 'Tazkirat al-Awliya,™ written by Fatemeh Talebi
and Seyyedeh Maryam Rozatian in 2018, the authors examine the
paratextual elements, including non-authored texts and external
references, associated with Attar Neyshaburi's 'Tazkirat al-Awliya'. In
their study, Fatemeh Talebi and Seyyedeh Maryam Rozatian
examined the peripheral components of the text of "Tazkirat al-
Awliya," including information about the author, the title, the author's
introduction, printing and publishing information, book reviews, and
other elements.

In the article "Tazkirat al-Awliya's Metatextualit Based on the Genette
Gerard Theory," Zahra Hatampour, Atta Mohammad Radmanesh, and
Mahboobeh Khorasani (2020) investigate the critical and interpretive
elements within the text of "Tazkirat al-Awliya" written by Attar. The
researchers, in their analysis of "Tazkirat al-Awliya," have classified
the metatexts into two categories: internal metatexts or affirmative
statements and external metatexts or critical statements. They have
then proceeded to scrutinize the elements related to anecdotes and
sayings within these metatexts. While their examination of the
metatexts is conducted in a general manner, they have not specifically
addressed the intertextual relationship between "Tazkirat al-Awliya"
and the Resale Qoshiriyyeh.

In his research dated 2019, Abolfazl Kamali Rad has examined the
reciprocal influence of "Tazkirat al-Awliya” and the Resale
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Qoshiriyyeh. He has conducted his analysis based on two corrections
of Shafi'i Kadkani and Istalaami in the Tazkirat al-Awliya.

Atiyeh Jafari's research, from 2022, titled "Intertextual Analysis of
Common Anecdotes in Tazkirat al-Awliya and Resale Qoshiriyyeh
Treatise Based on Rhetoric Knowledge," involves examining the
shared anecdotes found in the Resale Qoshiriyyeh and Attar's Tazkirat
al-Awliya from the viewpoints of semantics, rhetoric, and originality.

3. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative content analysis approach to explore
the transtextual relationships between the Resale Qoshiriyyeh and the
Tazkirat al-Awliya. It specifically examines the states and sayings of
the sheikhs in both works. The statistical population of this
investigation comprises the translation of the Resale Qoshiriyyeh and
the initial portion of Attar's Tazkirat al-Awliya. Despite there being
numerous similarities between the two texts in the second part of the
Tazkirat al-Awliya, which is attributed to multiple authors, it was not
included in the study's statistical population.

4. Results

The findings of this study on the relationship between the two texts
indicate a very close bond between the Tazkirat al-Awliya and the
Resale Qoshiriyyeh. The Tazkirat al-Awliya is influenced by the
Resale Qoshiriyyeh both obviously and implicitly in transtextual
aspects. Attar has deliberately engaged with the Resale Qoshiriyyeh
in his depiction of sheikhs' lives and their sayings, to the point that
portions of the Resale Qoshiriyyeh's text are included in the Tazkirat
al-Awliya's without modification.
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Despite this close connection, there is no mention of the Resale
Qoshiriyyeh or its translator in the Tazkirat al-Awliya, and Imam
Qushiriy's name, like that of other mystics, is only mentioned within
the narratives of the Sufi sheikhs' stories. The Tazkirat al-Awliya
demonstrates a metatextual bond with the Resale Qoshiriyyeh. A
selection of anecdotes and sayings from the Resale Qoshiriyyeh are
presented in an abridged manner in the former work, while the
Tazkirat al-Awliya offers expanded explanations and interpretations
alongside these accounts. The Resale Qoshiriyyeh and Tazkirat al-
Awliya are part of the category of Sufi prose writings. Both works
exhibit a simple language, and the translation of both the Resale
Qoshiriyyeh and the Tazkirat al-Awliya displays significant elements
of Khorasani text structures and characteristics of the Khorasani style.
The internal and external paratexts of the Tazkir al-Awliya
demonstrate the connection of this work to the Resale Qoshiriyyeh.
Both texts' introductions show a similar structure and content, and
their subtitles indicate a resemblance in thematic aspects.
Commentators of the Tazkirat al-Awliya have highlighted the
influence of the former upon the latter and pointed out the link
between the two manuscripts. In the hypertextual relationship between
the Tazkirat al-Awliya and the Resale Qoshiriyyeh, stories and
sayings of mystics undergo adaptation along with alterations in
perspective, narrator, character, event, and setting. These changes may
be coupled with increases or decreases in the number of words. In
instances of sayings, the adaptation is associated with changes in the
speaker.

5. Conclusion

The analysis of the relationship between the Tazkirat al-Awliya and
the Resale Qoshiriyyeh, guided by Gérard Genette's theory of
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transtextuality, revealed that all of Genette's transtextual relationships
were present between these two texts. Amongst these relationships,
Hypertextuality is observed to have had the most significant influence.

Keywords: Mystical Literature; Tazkirat al-Awliya; Resale
Qoshiriyyeh; Transtextuality; Genette.
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