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Abstract

According to cognitive linguists, abstract experiences are expressed through
bodily experiences interpreted as "image schemas". These basic categories are
used differently due to variations in lived experiences. Devout and romantic
mysticism represent two distinct types. This study aimed to explore and
elucidate the utilization of schemas in these two types. To achieve this, we
focused on Sana'ie and Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani as representatives of devout
and romantic mysticism, respectively. Our analysis centered on Sana'ie’s
Hadigah al-Hagigah (Garden of Truth) and Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani’s
Tamhidat (Preparations). The key questions included the identification of
containers in these works, their contained ones, and the differences and
similarities between them. This article primarily employed qualitative content
analysis supplemented by statistical methods. Our findings indicated that Ayn
al-Quzat Hamadani’s Tamhidat emphasized the epistemological dimension
and exhibited extreme opinions, leading to a greater use of containment
schemas. Both works shared commonalities in the application of this schema,
reflecting a shared mystical discourse. Differences in worldview and audience
influenced their uses of containment schema; for instance, Tamhidat reflected
amore deterministic view, leading Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani to employ circular
containments.
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