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Abstract

The city of Damavand, the center of county, is located on a hill in the middle of a
fertile valley. It has a historical texture that is located as the downtown in its central
part and has four main neighborhoods. The research problem is that there is no accurate
understanding of the concept of city and county for the name of Damavand, as well as
the core of the damavand region. The published brief writings considered Shlenbeh or
Vimeh and Shlenbeh as the center of Damavand region which is not consistent with
the sources. The purpose of this study is to clarify the concept of city and county
for Damavand, as well as to better understand the city of Damavand and identify the
center of Damavand region and its possible structures. This study has been done in
a historical and analytical method based on research and identification by collecting
library information and field survey. Questions: 1- What was the concept of city and
county for the name Damavand? 2- What is the name of the center of Damavand region
and how is it different from Shlenbeh? 3- What is the history of this center and what
were its possible structures? Result: The name of Damavand in the Sassanid period
was as a region and on the other hand it represents the city. Although it has a mythical
foundation, it is older than the Sassanid and the center of region the was in the Sassanid
period. The important spaces of Kohandej were the middle town with bazaars, squares,
neighborhoods, and outer town. Kohandej was located in the place of Sar Qaleh. The
acceptance of Islam, and the restoration of security, which lasted until the construction
of the mosque in the place of Sar Qala, had preserved the structures of the city.
Keywords: Damavand, Damavand City, Sassanian City, Kohandej, Shlenbeh.
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Introduction

The city of Damavand, which has a historical texture, has four neighborhoods. The main
issue of the research is that there is no accurate understanding of the concept of city
and city for the name of Damavand, as well as of the city. The published writings have
considered the city of Damavand as Shlenbeh or Vimeh, and also the city of Shlenbeh
as the center of Damavand district, which is not consistent with the sources. Therefore,
the purpose of this research is to clarify the concept of city and city of the Sassanid
period for the name of Damavand and to identify the center of Damavand district and its
possible structures. It is also different or similar to the Shlenbeh and the knowledge of
the foundation and antiquity of the city of Damavand.

First, what was the concept of the city and city of the Sassanid period for the name
Damavand? Assumptions: First, it seems that the name of Damavand is in the position
of the district and also represents the city of Damavand as the center of the district.
Second, Shlenbeh and Damavand were two independent cities and the city was located
in the center of the city with structures from this period, the most important of which is
Kohandej

First, what was the concept of the city and city of the Sassanid period for the name
Damavand? Assumptions: First, it seems that the name of Damavand is in the position
of the district and also represents the city of Damavand as the center of the district.
Second, Shlenbeh and Damavand were two independent cities and the city was located
in the center of the city with structures from this period, the most important of which is
Kohandej

The research method is historical-analytical and has been analyzed through library
studies and the collection of the necessary historical information, and then with the data
obtained from the field study and matching with the historical data.

So far, no detailed studies have been done about the city of Damavand and the
published articles about the city of Damavand have been briefly mentioned, so this

article tries to provide a more accurate understanding from this perspective.

Discussion

In the Pahlavi geography, the city was used to mean land, territory, province and city. In
the sources, the names of Damavand province and Damavand city are mentioned. The
sources of the foundation of the city of Damavand have been attributed to Ermail and
kiumars. Whenever the Sassanid kings founded or developed a city, they gave it their
name. The city of Damavand as the center represents Kohandej in the center of the city.
The artifacts obtained from the city of Damavand as well as the history of Damavand

have shed light on the history of Damavand. Damavand consists mostly of the two cities
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of Vimeh and Shlenbeh and the center of Damavand is considered as Shlenbeh and the
current city of Damavand is the same as the old Shlenbeh or Vimeh. In the sources, the
name of Damavand is first in the position of “district” and then represents “Damavand
city” as the title of the center of the district.

The city of Damavand has had the following spaces: Kohandej, middle and outer
flow. Kohandej was the most prominent feature of the natural features of the land, at
the highest point on the edge of the natural terrace of the earth, and the texture of the
city was formed based on this central core of the government. Four neighborhoods in
the vicinity of this center, it started with the Upper Farama neighborhood in the south,
and ended with the Lower Farama neighborhood in the east, and the Jewish and Darvish
neighborhood in the north, and then with the bazaar in the northwest. The main entrance
of the city, which was the entrance to the bazaar, reached Kohandej and Meydan. Aerial
map of 1956 In that place, the castle and its boundaries are independent and separate
from the internal flux. The irregular wall of the mosque, which has changed the shape
of the map, and the gibla of this mosque is the error of the mihrab in the direction of the
south towards Mecca, not the west. But the first Muslims of Iran were inclined «—were
built in the west, so the justification for the fact that the wall of the mosque was built
on the remains that had a different function.1 The use of the word “Dokhtar Castle” and
the name “Sar Qaleh is one of the terminology of the Sassanid period, may be another

evidence.

Conclusion

The name of Damavand in the Sassanid period, on the one hand, as a province, included
numerous cities and villages, and on the other hand, it represented the city as the center
of the Damavand region. Although this city has a mythical foundation and its creator is
not known, it has an older foundation than the Sassanid one.

The historical and geographical sources that mentioned Stoneavand and Mandan
as the center of the rule of the Mamoghans, have no correspondence with the city of
Damavand. According to the sources and also according to the structures, this city as
the center of the district started at least from the Sassanid period and was managed
with important spaces until 141AH during the time of the Abbasid Caliph Mansur.
It continued as the center in the Islamic period and is still the center of the city to
this day, and of course this city was different from Shlnebeh and the two cities were
separate. Therefore, the city was called the center of the city. It is not correct to consider
Damavand or the current city of Damavand as the same as Shlenbeh or Vimeh, or to
consider the Damavand region to include only the villages or only the two cities of
Shlenbeh and Vimeh. Now a village called Shlenbeh is located outside the core of the
city in the southern part, whether this Shlenbeh is the same as the old Shlenbeh or
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not, needs to be investigated. The structures of the city of Damavand in the Sassanid
period included the important spaces of Kohandej, then the inner flux with the bazaar,
the square, and the neighborhoods, and then the outer flux included the villages in the
northern and southern parts. The most important part of it was the Kohandej, which
was located in the center and the highest point overlooking the city in the place of Sar
Qaleh and Dokhtar Castle in the current location of the Jameh Mosque. The complete
acceptance of the religion of Islam, and the return of security and tranquility that lasted
until the construction of the mosque of the third century AH in the place of Sar Qala, had
preserved the structures of the city.
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Fig. 1: A view of the city of Damavand shows a view from the eastern part of the city, the northeast side of the city,

Shibli Tower and the Jameh Mosque can be seen in the picture (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 2: Parthian clay rhytons recovered from the village of Valiran in the southern part of Damavand (©Archive
of the National Museum of Iran).
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Fig. 3: Gardens and the city of Damavand from the southeast, Qajar period (©OGolestan Palace Album House
Archive).
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Fig. 4: The landscape of the city of Damavand and the gardens, plains and plains, Qajar period, (©Golestan
Palace Album Archive).
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Fig. 5: Placement of Damavand Urban Spaces (Sassanid Period): Kohandej is located in the center of the
city, the inner city includes squares, bazaars, and neighborhoods, which encompass the two rivers of Tar and
Meshkijehrud, around this city. Shar Biruni are located in the northern and southern parts of the city, which
includes villages (Aerial image of the year 2023 by Google Earth; Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 7: Map of Damavand Jameh Mosque by Myron Smith in 1935 / 1935 (©Smithsonian Archive in the United
States).
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Fig. 8: Damavand Grand Mosque Photo by Myron Smith in 1935 / 1936 (©OSmithsonian Archive in the United
States).
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Fig. 9: Aerial image of Damavand city from Google Earth in 2023 In the center of the city (Kahandej location), the
Jameh Mosque is located independently and separately from the surrounding spaces at the highest point known
as Sar Qaleh and Dokhtar Castle. (Authors, 2023).
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