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Investigating the mediating role of moral motivation in the
relationship between moral identity and academic Dishonesty
Students

Afshin Ramian', Fariborz Nikdel™, Ali Taghvaei Nia"

Abstract

In recent decades, unethical behaviors such as cheating and academic dishonesty have
become so common among students; that it can be considered a social phenomenon. The main
purpose of this research was to identify the mediating role of moral motivation in the
relationship between moral identity and the academic dishonesty of students. The method of
this research was a descriptive survey of correlation type and from the point of view of
practical purpose. This research's statistical population included all Yasouj University students
in the academic year 2021-2022. According to the purpose of the research, 400 students from
this community were selected by multi-stage cluster sampling. They answered the academic
dishonesty questionnaires of McCabe & Trevino (1996), the moral identity of Aquino & Reed
(2002), and moral motivation. Answered by Janoff Bulman & Carnes (2016). The analysis of
research data has been done through the method of path analysis using IMOS software. The
results of the research showed that the mediating role of moral motivation was significant in
the relationship between moral identity and academic dishonesty. Also, moral identity has a
significant negative relationship with academic dishonesty, moral motivation has a significant
negative relationship with academic dishonesty, and moral identity has a significant positive
relationship with moral motivation. The moral identity is related to students' academic
dishonesty behaviors both directly and through moral motivation, therefore, to increase moral
motivation and also reduce their academic dishonesty, paying attention to increasing students'
moral identity can be useful and effective.
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Introduction

Academic dishonesty is an unpleasant phenomenon in the country's education system, and we are
witnessing its spread in educational systems every day (Ternes et al., 2019); so it can be considered a social
phenomenon (Monteiro, Silva-Pereira, & Severo, 2018), and its lack of control of the country's education
system can have negative consequences in the long term. Because when students, without learning and
having a single goal to continue their education, use different methods to achieve their test process and
obtain an acceptable score, it can cause this academic behavioral characteristic to become widespread and
create a kind of false motivation for success in them. The existence of such issues indicates that the issue
of academic dishonesty in different groups requires more attention (Tepper et al., 2015). One of the
variables that is related to the phenomenon of academic dishonesty is moral identity. Studies have shown
that moral identity is negatively associated with unethical behaviors such as academic dishonesty (Vadera
& Pathki, 2021; Mulder & Aquino, 2013; Kritnauer et al., 2022). Hertz & Krettenauer's (2016) meta-
analysis entitled "Does Moral Identity Effectively Predict Ethical Behavior" showed that moral identity has
a positive and significant relationship with ethical behaviors. Another variable that can be related to
academic dishonesty is moral motivation. According to Janoff-Bulman and Karnes (2013), moral
motivation is necessary to implement moral dos and don'ts. On the other hand, moral identity has a
significant contribution to moral motivation. According to Aquino and Reed's (2002) moral identity theory,
moral identity includes an individual's moral self-concept, which consists of moral traits, values, and
motivations that guide his or her behavior in ethical situations. In general, given that moral identity predicts
academic dishonesty, and on the other hand, moral identity is a source of moral motivation, and moral
motivation predicts ethical behaviors, the question arises as to what are the relationships between these
variables. And whether moral motivation can play a mediating role in the relationship between moral
identity and academic dishonesty. Therefore, the main issue of this research is whether moral motivation
plays a mediating role in the relationship between moral identity and academic dishonesty among students

of Yasuj University.

Research Method

The method of this research was a descriptive survey of correlation type and applied from the perspective
of purpose. The statistical population of this research included all students of Yasuj University in the
academic year 1400-1401. According to the purpose of the research, 400 students were selected from this
population through multi-stage cluster sampling and responded to the questionnaires on the academic

dishonesty of Maccabee and Trevino (1996), the moral identity of Aquino and Reed (2002), and the moral
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motivation of Yanov, Bollman, and Karnes (2016). The analysis of the research data was carried out through

the path analysis method using the IMOS software.

Findings

The results of the study showed that the mediating role of moral motivation in the relationship between
moral identity and academic dishonesty was significant. Also, moral identity has a significant negative
relationship with academic dishonesty, moral motivation has a significant negative relationship with
academic dishonesty, and moral identity has a significant positive relationship with moral motivation. The
result is that moral identity is related to students' academic dishonesty behaviors both directly and through
moral motivation. The results of the evaluation of the structural model of the study are reported in Table 1.

Table 1. Conceptual model fit indices

Model Fitness Indices X2 df x?2 GFlI IFI | CFl | RMSEA
daf
Proposed Model 3320/03 1145 2/900 0/97 | 0/94 | 0/93 | 0/069

According to Table 6. All values obtained for the indices y2/DF (normalized chi-square index), GFlI
(goodness of fit index), IFI (incremental fit index), CFI (adaptive fit index), RMSEA (root mean square
error of estimation index) are acceptable. Therefore, the validity of the model is confirmed. To examine the
mediating role, the Sobel test was used, and the results showed that moral identity has a significant and
negative indirect effect on academic dishonesty (P<0.01). Therefore, the mediating role of moral motivation

is confirmed.

Discussion and Conclusions

in the present study, the mediating role of moral motivation in the relationship between moral identity
and academic dishonesty of students was examined. Based on the findings of the study, moral motivation
has a mediating role in the relationship between moral identity and academic dishonesty of students at Yasuj
University. Also, based on the findings of the study, moral identity has a significant and negative predictive
power of academic dishonesty. Moral identity acts as a source of moral motivation to result in the creation

of a moral act, and on the other hand, moral identity causes the creation of a moral act. In other words, the
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higher the level of moral identity in an individual, the more likely it is that this will increase the individual's
moral motivation to perform an ethical behavior. The opposite is also true, meaning that the lower the level
of moral identity in an individual, the more likely it is that this will reduce the individual's moral motivation
to perform an ethical behavior, and ultimately the individual will commit an unethical act such as academic
dishonesty. Therefore, according to the aforementioned materials, it seems that for students, moral identity
can have a motivating role and lead to the growth of moral motivation and the reduction of academic
dishonesty. Creating grounds for the growth of moral identity can lead to an increase in the level of moral
motivation in the university environment. Therefore, creating grounds for increasing moral identity in the
university by educational and cultural trustees in various ways, including role modeling, increasing family
information to shape the moral identity and personality of individuals, creating grounds for individuals to
connect with social and religious institutions, etc. can greatly contribute to increasing the level of moral

motivation in students and, as a result, reducing academic dishonesty.
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