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ABSTRACT

Women are mostly more vulnerable in urban spaces, especially
neighborhoods, for reasons including their intense experience of fear
in life and the consequences of being in danger in such situations, as
well as the gender discrimination that exists against them in society.
This is while the carefree presence of the female population in the
neighborhood space requires security control over the neighborhood
space. The purpose of the research is to examine the neighborhood's
situation in terms of factors affecting the level of women's safety.
This research is fundamental-applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method. The statistical
population of the study included the residents of the Shishegar
Khaneh neighborhood in Urmia city. Based on the Cochran
relationship with a confidence level of 95% and an accuracy rate of
7%, the sample size was estimated to be 300 people. The findings of
the present study indicate that there is a simultaneous linear
relationship. According to the beta coefficients, the highest level of
impact on women's sense of security in the Shishegar Khaneh
neighborhood of Urmia is the subjective light and brightness
criterion of 0.532, and the lowest level of impact on women's sense
of security in the Shishegar Khaneh neighborhood of Urmia city is
the objective size criterion of 0.078. Urban authorities and
administrators must pay special attention to the establishment of
proper and appropriate lighting equipment in the neighborhood to
provide lighting during dark hours.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Security as a basic need occupies a special
place in human communities and has been
regarded as the most important human
concern since antiquity. All theorists of
social sciences and urban planning
emphasize that the security of urban space is
a fundamental platform for the creation of
social connections and the provision of
public services. This is because, urban safety
is regarded as a crucial factor for a city's
sustainability, and the manner in which it is
addressed directly influences individual and
social development and progress. In this
regard, urban planners and designers have
been striving in recent years to create a
suitable and safe environment for the
presence of women in urban spaces. From
the point of view of experts and
professionals in the field of urban issues,
neighborhoods are one of the most important
spatial scales for studying, planning and
ultimately designing to improve the safety of
citizens, especially women, and their
presence in public spaces. This is because
many women, due to the nature of their
duties, spend most of their time outside the
home and in the neighborhood. If the
environment in the neighborhood is not safe,
the likelihood of them being exposed to
social harm increases. Under such
circumstances, the feeling of fear leads to
repercussions and restrictions on women's
social behavior in the neighborhood, such as
not leaving the house after dark, restrictions
in their daily and nightly activities in the
neighborhood, women therefore need a
space that not only gives them a sense of
peace, comfort, and attractiveness, but also
provides sufficient security so that they can
perform their assigned tasks in peace and
serenity and work and engage alongside
men. In view of the issue raised, it can be
said that although women today actively
participate in society as half of the
population, they still have a long way to go
before they can feel comfortable and safe.
Therefore, it is important to consider the
issue of women's safety in the neighborhood
as one of the factors that influence their
greater, more active and effective presence
in society. Understanding the importance of

this issue, it becomes necessary to address
women's sense of safety in urban
environments, especially in neighborhoods.
The main objective of this study is to
identify  factors that influence the
improvement of women's safety in
Shishegar Khaneh neighborhood in Urmia.
The researchers seek to answer the following
questions: 1- What are the most important
dimensions and components that contribute
to improving women's safety in this
neighborhood? And 2- Which dimensions
and components have a higher priority in
terms of their impact on women's safety in
the neighborhood?

Methodology

The research method in this study is a causal
survey based on a documentary study and a
questionnaire conducted after a review of
documents related to significant and current
research in the field of neighborhood
redesign with the approach of improving
women's safety. Simultaneous field studies
were conducted to better understand the site
and investigate issues. The questionnaire
developed to investigate the research
hypothesis includes all variables of
individual factors, items and sub-items. All
guestions were rated on a Likert scale and
presented to the residents of Shishegar
Khaneh neighborhood in Urmia for their
responses. The statistical population of the
study included the residents of Shishegar
Khaneh neighborhood, and 300 statistical
samples were randomly selected based on
the Cochran formula. As it can be seen, the
Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the
dimensions and the entire questionnaire on
the factors affecting the improvement of
women's safety is over 70 percent, so the
guestionnaire studied has an acceptable
reliability.

Results and discussion

The findings of the present study indicate
that there is a simultaneous linear
relationship.  According to the beta
coefficients, the highest level of impact on
women's sense of security in the Shishegar
Khaneh neighborhood of Urmia is the
subjective light and brightness criterion of
0.532, and the lowest level of impact on
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women's sense of security in the Shishegar
Khaneh neighborhood of Urmia city is the
objective size criterion of 0.078.

Conclusion
Urban authorities and administrators must
pay special attention to the establishment of
proper and appropriate lighting equipment in
the neighborhood to provide lighting during
dark hours.
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