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The Position of Iran in the Official Historiography of Bahrain
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Ahmad Bazmandeghane Khamiri*

Abstract: The developments in Bahrain have always been closely linked to domestic
events in Iran, a connection reflected in historiography. After Bahrain’s independence, the
relationship between the new rulers and the culture and history of the Iranian-origin population
gained significance. To define a new national identity, the rulers pursued various strategies,
which are prominently reflected in official historiography. This study, employing a historical
method and a descriptive-analytical approach, examines official Bahraini historiographical
texts to answer the question: What is the position of Iran in the official historiography of
Bahrain? The findings indicate that the authors of official Bahraini history constructed a
discourse of othering against Iranians and Shi‘a, emphasizing Arab/Sunni elements while
marginalizing Iranian/Shi‘a components, thereby narrating the history of Bahrain as an
independent and longstanding nation.
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